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AK-pop singer who was deported and barred from South
Korea for avoiding military service by changing nationality
came a step closer to being allowed to return in a surprise

ruling yesterday. South Korea’s highest court said it was unlawful
to deny a visa to Steve Yoo, who had huge success in the 1990s,
more than 15 years after he was kicked out of the country. Every
able-bodied South Korean man is required to serve nearly two
years of military service, often in remote areas along the heavily
militarized border with North Korea.

Just as he was about to be called up in 2002, Yoo, better known
in South Korea as Yoo Seung-jun, gave up his South Korean cit-
izenship to became a naturalized US citizen and so did not have
to serve, sparking public outrage. The former star, now aged 42,
filed a lawsuit four years ago challenging the decision of a South

Korean consulate in the US to deny him a visa. The case had al-
ready been dismissed twice by lower courts, which said his return
would demoralize troops and provoke teenagers to evade con-
scription.

But in a ruling Thursday, the Supreme Court sent the case back
to Seoul High Court for review, saying in a statement that “the law
has no restrictions that prevent (him) from visiting South Korea”.
A recent survey showed that almost 70 percent of South Koreans
thought his ban should be upheld. Decades after the end of the
1950-53 Korean War, for many young Korean men military serv-
ice is an unwanted and deeply resented intrusion that interferes
with their studies and career.

Broken bones 
Some have taken extreme measures to avoid conscription, in-

cluding a dozen music students who were caught last year having
deliberately put on weight before their medical exam, hoping to
be declared too heavy for service. Others have undergone un-
necessary surgery, including extracting their own teeth, and given
themselves broken bones. And like Yoo, some-including adult chil-
dren of the country’s powerful lawmakers-have avoided the duty
by obtaining foreign passports and giving up their South Korean
citizenship.

Refusing to serve the duty is a crime in the South, which is still
technically at war with nuclear-armed Pyongyang. It can lead to
jail terms and stigma that can affect social standing and employ-
ment prospects. To justify Yoo’s re-entry ban, the South Korean
government said that as a public figure Yoo violated the immigra-
tion act, which states that foreigners may be stopped from enter-
ing the country if they “pose a threat to public health and
interest”.

Lee Yong-suk, an activist at Seoul-based NGO World Without
War, said the government has been taking the wrong approach
to the issue. “Those who have served the duty are angry because
there are so many problems with the country’s military,” Lee told
AFP. “Rather than really trying to improve the situation and make
things better for conscripts, they have unfairly targeted and sin-
gled out an individual.”— AFP

K-pop star who avoided draft 
may be allowed to return home

This picture shows Korean-American singer Steve Yoo, better
known in South Korea as Yoo Seung-jun, after he was denied
entry into South Korea at the immigration bureau of Incheon air-
port, west of Seoul. — AFP

This picture taken yesterday  on the beach of the northern France coastal village of Leffrinckoucke near Dunkirk shows a Blockhaus of the
Worl War II “atlantic wall” covered with thousands of mirror pieces to form an art piece untitled “Reflechir” (“think” in French) signed as
“Anonymous.” — AFP

Disney star Cameron Boyce, who died last week in his
sleep following a seizure, suffered from epilepsy, his
family confirmed Wednesday. The 20-year-old actor,

best known for his starring role in the “Descendants” TV
movies, passed away “due to a seizure as a result of an ongo-
ing medical condition, and that condition was epilepsy,” the
family told People magazine. “We are still trying to navigate
our way through this extremely heart-wrenching time, and
continue to ask for privacy so that the family and all who knew
and loved him can grieve his loss and make arrangements for
his funeral-which in and of itself, is agonizing,” his family
added.

The Los Angeles County Medical
Examiner’s office said Monday that an
autopsy had been performed on
Boyce, but an official cause of death
has yet to be announced. The medical
examiner said the actor was found
unresponsive at his home on Saturday
afternoon and was pronounced dead
at the scene. Tributes have poured in
for the actor since his death, including
from former first lady Michelle
Obama, who tweeted a photo with
Boyce on Tuesday night.

“I was lucky enough to share a
few moments with Cameron Boyce-
on set, at the White House and on a
service project-enough time to rec-
ognize that not only did he have in-
credible talent, but also an incredible heart,” Obama wrote.
“Sending love & hugs to his family, friends and his many, many
fans.” The actor’s “Descendants” co-star Dove Cameron also
posted a tearful six-part video on Instagram, referring to
Boyce as an “earth angel.” “Cameron was one of my favorite
people alive in the world, though I know that’s not unique to
me,” she said. “Cameron was magic-an earth angel.—AFP

ATexan widow who discovered a love for French art during
a trip to Paris in the 1970s is to donate another part of her
vast collection of 19th-century masterpieces to France.

Marlene Hays and her late husband, businessman Spencer Hays,
had already given 187 artworks to the Orsay museum in Paris
worth more than 173 million euros ($195 million), the biggest do-
nation to a French museum since World War II.  Now Hays, 82,
who was widowed in 2017, is giving a further donation of 106
works from mostly post-Impressionist artists including Matisse,
Bonnard, Modigliani and the sculptor Camille Claudel.

The latest gift of 40 paintings, 47 works on paper and 19
sculptures brings the Hays’ donation to the world’s greatest col-
lection of Impressionist art to nearly 300 pieces. The couple-who
used to give each other masterworks for their birthdays-were
made commanders of the Legion d’Honneur, one of France’s high-
est honors, for their generosity by former president, Francois Hol-
lande, in 2016.

Spencer Hays said then that their private collection of more
than 600 artworks worth an estimated 350 million euros “would
be gifted to the French people for the benefit of art lovers around
the world” after their death. French Culture Minister Franck Ri-
ester praised Marlene Hays for her “exceptional gesture... which
is a historic enrichment of France’s national collection” of late
19th-century and early 20th-century art.—AFP

In this file photo
actor Cameron Boyce
attends the World
Premiere of The Emoji
Movie . — AFP


