
Machek added. A UNESCO state-
ment described the farm as “one of
Europe’s leading horse-breeding
institutions, developed at a time
when horses played vital roles in
transport, agriculture, military sup-
port and aristocratic representation. 

“The site consists of flat, sandy
soils and includes fields, fenced
pastures, a forested area and
buildings, all designed with the
main objective of breeding and
training Kladruber horses, a type
of draft (work) horse used in cere-
monies by the Habsburg imperial
court.”  The national stud farm
comprises the Kladruby farm,
breeding about 250 white horses,
and another farm in the nearby
town of Slatinany, which breeds
roughly the same number of black
horses. Local horses are used as
ceremonial animals, particularly in
the Swedish and Danish royal
courts, and also by police in Czech
cities.

The stud farm is the 14th Czech
site on the UNESCO World Her-
itage list, alongside the centers of
Prague and the picturesque south-
ern city of Cesky Krumlov, as well
as the northwestern mining Krusno-
hori region also listed last week.
Covering an area of 1,310 hectares
(3,200 acres), the Kladruby farm at-
tracted 65,000 visitors last year.
“Given the UNESCO listing, we ex-
pect visitor numbers to increase,”
said Machek. — AFP

The Czech Republic’s na-
tional stud farm made it
onto the UNESCO

world heritage list thanks to a
unique landscape of flat, sandy
soils, fields, pastures and forest
where horses have been bred
for at least five centuries, its di-
rector said on Wednesday. “It
is the only landscape pre-
served and used for its original
purpose,” of horse breeding,
stud farm director Jiri Machek
told AFP.  UNESCO an-
nounced on Saturday it was
adding the farm to the World
Heritage List, describing it as a
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Photo shows a Kladruber horse being led from his stable in Kladruby and Labem town.

Photo shows a Kladruber horse in his stable in Kladruby and Labem town.Photo shows the Kladruber horses in their enclosure.

A210,000-year-old skull has been identi-
fied as the earliest modern human remains
found outside Africa, putting the clock

back on mankind’s arrival in Europe by more than
150,000 years, researchers said Wednesday. In
a startling discovery that changes our under-
standing of how modern man populated Eurasia,
the findings support the idea that Homo sapiens
made several, sometimes unsuccessful migrations
from Africa over tens of thousands of years.

Southeast Europe has long been considered
a major transport corridor for modern humans
from Africa. But until now the earliest evidence
of Homo sapiens on the continent dated back
only around 50,000 years. There has however
been a number of discoveries indicating the an-
cient presence of Neanderthals-an early human
cousin-across the continent.

Two fossilized but badly damaged skulls un-
earthed in a Greek cave in the 1970s were iden-
tified as Neanderthal at the time.  In findings
presented in the journal Nature, an international
team of researchers used state-of-the art com-
puter modeling and uranium dating to re-exam-
ine the two skulls. One of them, named Apidima
2 after the cave in which the pair were found,
proved to be 170,000 years old and did indeed
belong to a Neanderthal.

But, to the shock of scientists, the skull named
Apidima 1 pre-dated Apidima 2 by as much as
40,000 years, and was determined to be that of
a Homo sapiens. That makes the skull by far the
oldest modern human remains ever discovered
on the continent, and older than any known

Homo sapiens specimen outside of Africa. “It
shows that the early dispersal of Homo sapiens
out of Africa not only occurred earlier, before
200,000 years ago, but also reached further ge-
ographically, all the way to Europe,” Katerina
Harvati, a palaeoanthropologist at the Eberhard
Karls University of Tuebingen, Germany, told
AFP. “This is something that we did not suspect
before, and which has implications for the pop-
ulation movements of these ancient groups.”
Apidima 1 lacked classic features associated with
Neanderthal skulls, including the distinctive
bulge at the back of the head, shaped like hair
tied in a bun.

Multiple migrations? 
Hominins-a subset of great apes that includes

Homo sapiens and Neanderthals-are believed to
have emerged in Africa more than six million
years ago. They left the continent in several mi-
gration waves starting about two million years
ago. The oldest known African fossil attributed
to a member of the Homo family is a 2.8 million-
year-old jawbone from Ethiopia.

Homo sapiens replaced Neanderthals across
Europe for good around 45,000-35,000 years
ago, in what was long considered a gradual
takeover of the continent involving millenia of co-
existence and even interbreeding. But the skull
discovery in Greece suggests that Homo sapiens
undertook the migration from Africa to southern
Europe on “more than one occasion”, according
to Eric Delson, a professor of anthropology at
City University of New York. —AFP

‘Oldest remains’ outside Africa
reset human migration clock

This handout picture shows a reconstruction and computer model of part of a skull named Apidima 1,
discovered in a Greek cave, which was determined to belong to a Homo Sapiens. — AFP photos

This handout picture shows a reconstruction and computer model of part of a skull named Apidima 2, dis-
covered in a Greek cave, which was determined in a study to have the characteristics of Neanderthal man.


