
PARIS: Indian veteran Leander Paes says he feels
“blessed” to have had such a long career, as he closes
in on his fourth decade as a professional, having accu-
mulated 18 Grand Slam doubles titles and an impressive
racquet collection.

Paes continued to defy his years on Friday, two
weeks before his 46th birthday, winning his opening
doubles match alongside in-form Frenchman Benoit
Paire as he goes in search of fifth Roland Garros trophy.

For a man who once beat a young Roger Federer in
Indian Wells qualifying and won singles bronze at the
1996 Atlanta Olympics, it has been some road. “I’ve
been around for 30 years, I’ve been around a long time.
I’ve seen 12 generations. I’ve seen guys like (Pete)
Sampras here, I’ve seen guys like (Pat) Rafter,” he said
at the French Open.

“Tennis has been a beautiful journey for me, I’ve
been very blessed to have such a long career.
Especially here, to win this four times.” Paes has no
plans to stop any time soon, especially with the Tokyo
Olympics coming up next year.

He has already appeared at seven Games, more than
any other Indian and any other tennis player. “It (the
Olympics) is a long ways away. I’ve already got the
world record at the Olympics. Now to push it up one
more would be amazing,” he added. “But I’ve got a lot
of hard work to do between now and then because it’s
almost 15 months away-I’m not counting though.”

RESPECT OF LOCKER ROOM 
Paes, whose father also won an Olympic bronze

medal in field hockey in 1972, says even the best play-
ers in the world are still sometimes taken aback by his
longevity. “I think in the locker room I have this
respect,” he said.

“I was just coming back and Rafa (Nadal) and Uncle
Toni (Nadal’s former coach) were walking in and Uncle
Toni was like, ‘Leo, you’re 46?’ I said ‘Oui’. You played
for the first time at Roland Garros in 1989 (juniors)? In
1989 you played?’. I said ‘Oui’. ‘I saw you won the first
set, did you win?’ ‘Oui’.

“He said ‘woah, it’s incredible. Hey Rafa, 46 years old
and he’s still playing and winning’. “For me, this is beau-
tiful, because Rafa is one of the greatest of all time. Toni
is one of the great tennis minds of all time. 

“And to have the relationship I have with all the
players, to have the respect from all the locker room, it
takes many years of hard work.” 

NEARLY ONE THOUSAND RACQUETS 
Paes has played with some illustrious names down

the years, and a tradition of swapping racquets with his
partners has seen him garner an amazing collection. “I
have a collection of close to 1,000 racquets. I have Rod
Laver’s, I have a lot of the champions’-Federer, Nadal,
(Novak) Djokovic, Andy (Murray), (Martina)
Navratilova I played with a lot. Serena, Venus, Hingis...

“Wooden ones going back to Bjorn Borg’s. My first
racquet, I have.” He will surely still have chances to add
even more big names to that list, revealing he has
added power to his serve in only the last two years to
keep up with the young guns by stepping up his train-
ing regime.

“The game has evolved so much that I’ve reinvented
myself maybe 11, 12, 13, 14 times,” added Paes, who tells
a story of Australian legend Rod Laver showing him
how to get bigger forearms when Paes was just 12.

“I’ve just come from the gym. I played a match, and
now I’ve just come from the gym to do my work,
because for me, if I play, I play to be the best in the

world, to win. “I play for fun, but I play to win. To play
against guys who are 20 years younger than me is not
easy.”

Opponents 20 years younger than Paes are small fry
in reality-players as young as 19 were in this year’s
French Open doubles draw. It’s that kind of statistic that

has current partner Paire in awe of the Indian.
“He’s very old,” joked the Frenchman. “But it’s not

easy to play with a good player like this, because I
want to do my best, and sometimes when I miss, I say,
Okay, if you play with someone better than me maybe
he will win more.” — AFP

Japan’s Higa
maintains 
lead at US
Women’s Open
MIAMI: Japan’s Mamiko Higa birdied her
final hole in fading light to maintain her lead
at the US Women’s Open where the second
round was delayed for two hours due to thun-
derstorms and then suspended because of
darkness.

The 25-year-old Higa, who is ranked 49th
in the world, kept a one-stroke lead from the
first round when she shot the lowest debut
round in tournament history with a six-under
65. “I was really happy because I could finish
up a tough day with a birdie,” said Higa. “I
was so happy.”

Higa rolled in a birdie on the par-five ninth
hole Friday for an even-par 71 and a two-
round total of six under 136 to lead American
Jessica Korda, who shot a bogey-free three-
under 68. There were 45 players still on the
Country Club course in Charleston, North
Carolina when play was suspended. The play-
ers had to endure a two hour weather delay
which included lightning striking a large elm
tree along the 18th fairway. There were sever-
al people standing nearby when the bolt hit
but no one was injured.

Higa is the first Japanese player to lead the
tournament since 2011 when Mika Miyazato
shot a 67 to top the leaderboard heading into
the weekend. Gina Kim, who shot a 72, and
Celine Boutier, who was at four under on the
tournament with four holes to go in her
round, are tied for third.

Several of the Tour’s top players are just a
couple strokes back of Higa, including Aussie
Lee Min-jee (69) and two time US Women’s
Open winner Park In-bee (70), who are both

at two under. World number eight and the top
ranked American Lexi Thompson is at three
under overall with two holes to go.

Higa struggled with four birdies and four
bogeys in a mixed round on Friday. She made
consecutive bogeys to start her back nine but
recovered with back-to-back birdies on the
holes No. 4 and 5 before adding another
birdie on the par-five No. 9.

Korda, who was one of the early starters,
also began on the back nine. Her round fea-
tured birdies on two of the three par fives and
another the par-three 17th. Korda is seeking
her first major championship win but said she
is going to need some luck.

“That’s what you play for,” said Korda. “At
the same time, I feel a lot of luck is always a
big part of winning a major championship,
making the most putts and the least amount
of mistakes. 

“It’s really hard to win out here. I think
everybody can see that, watching us week in
week out. Solid golf will always put me up
top. If I have a chance, I’ll try to take it.”

Among those left to finish are defending
champion Ariya Jutanugarn of Thailand, who
is two over with two holes to go. Nelly Korda,
the sister of Jessica, is at three under overall
and tied for fifth with three holes to play in
the second round. — AFP
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CHARLESTON:  Mamiko Higa of Japan hits her tee shot on the 10th hole during the second
round of the US Women’s Open Championship at the Country Club of Charleston. —AFP

Arthur 
promises 
Pakistan will 
bounce back 
NOTTINGHAM: Pakistan coach
Mickey Arthur has insisted they can
bounce back from a “shocking” start to
the World Cup. Hostile fast bowling by
the West Indies saw Pakistan slump to
just 105 — their second-lowest World
Cup total-in a mere 21.4 overs at Trent
Bridge on Friday.

The West Indies, two-time former
champions, then polished off the meagre
target in 13.4 overs on the back of dash-
ing opener Chris Gayle’s 34-ball 50
which included six fours and three sixes.

Arthur did not hide from the scale of
a seven-wicket defeat, saying it had
gone against everything he had seen
from his players in the build-up. “Yes, it
was a shocking start-the players did not
take the preparations into the the mid-
dle,” Arthur told AFP. “But we will dust
ourselves off and come back strong.”

Pakistan’s batsmen were undone by
the short-pitched bowling of the West
Indies pace trio. Oshane Thomas led the
way with four for 27, while captain Jason
Holder (three for 42) and Andre Russell
(two for four) also made telling contri-
butions to a match that was all finished
in under half of the scheduled 100 overs. 

Opener Fakhar Zaman and number
three Babar Azam scored 22 each while
Wahab Riaz (18) and Mohammad Hafeez

(16) were the only other Pakistan bats-
men to reach the double figures. Arthur
said his team’s batting performance was
all the more disappointing as they had
expected to face short-pitched bowling
and prepared accordingly.

“We knew that we were going to get
short-pitched bowling and had prepared
very well for it, so was disappointing to
see us play like that because we were
prepared,” the South African said.
Pakistan have now last their last 11 com-
pleted one-day internations but Riaz
insisted they did not have a mental block
when it came to facing fast bowling.

“We didn’t play the short ball well
but we’ve seen in past series that we
can score runs against that sort of
bowling,” said Riaz. “If people want to
bowl us bouncers, then we will have no
problems with that.

“It’s not a mental issue. We have
been losing in the past, we need to find
a way to get out of this pattern,” he
added. Pakistan have a short tura-
naround in which to put their abject
defeat behind them before they return
to Trent Bridge for their second World
Cup game against tournament hosts
England tomorrow.

England, the world’s top-ranked ODI
side, launched their World Cup cam-
paign in style with a 104-run victory
over South Africa at the Oval on
Thursday. They came into the World
Cup on the vack of 4-0 ODI series rout
of Pakistan-whuich included a three-
wicket win at Trent Bridge.

But Arthur said Pakistan would be a
better side for that experience.  “Yes, we
know how good England are but we
know them and are battle-hardened
against them.” — AFP

Du Plessis
urges S Africa
to get WCup
campaign 
back on track
LONDON: South Africa captain Faf du
Plessis has challenged his side to make
amends for the painful start to their World
Cup campaign as they aim to bounce
back against Bangladesh today. 

The Proteas suffered a 104-run
thrashing against hosts England in the
tournament’s opening match on Thursday.
South Africa restricted England to man-
ageable 311 for 8 on a tricky pitch at the
Oval but, tormented by Jofra Archer’s
pace and bounce, their run chase never
got going.

Dismissed for 207 by England, South
Africa’s bid to win the World Cup for the
first time is off to the worst possible start.
But they have a chance to get back on
track when they return to the Oval to face
Bangladesh and Du Plessis says now is
not the time to panic.

The lengthy nature of the 10-team
group stage, in which each country plays
nine matches and the top four make the
semi-finals, gives South Africa time to

recover, a point Du Plessis was keen to
emphasise to his players. “This is where
it’s important for us to make sure that you
look at the World Cup for what it is. You
know, you’re going to play games. You’re
going to come up against quality opposi-
tion,” Du Plessis said.

“England were better than us in all
three facets of the game. They showed
why they are such a good cricket team,
and now we have to look at the league.
It’s a league competition. “For me, it’s
about making sure we look at the areas
that we got it wrong and just move on.”

South Africa’s disciplined bowling
against England gives Du Plessis reason
to believe they still have plenty to offer.
Lungi Ngidi was their leading wicket-tak-
er with three in his 10 overs, including the
prize scalp of the destructive Jos Buttler.

Fellow pace bowler Kagiso Rabada
also offered a glimpse of his talent with
two wickets and Du Plessis expects them
to put Bangladesh under pressure. “Lungi,
he’s got a beautiful action. The way he
came back (from a slow start) was beauti-
ful. You know, to get Jos Buttler out, he’s
probably one of the best strikers in the
world,” he said.

“So to get him out with good thinking,
good tactics. Lungi, Kagi, those guys are
going to play a role when it comes to
close games at the death as the tourna-
ment moves on.” Bangladesh will be play-
ing their first match of the World Cup as
they look to better their run to the quar-
ter-finals in the 2015 edition. — AFP

Former world No 1 
Kaymer shares 
Memorial lead
WASHINGTON: Former world number
one Martin Kaymer, seeking his first win
since his 2014 US Open triumph, shared the
halfway lead at the US PGA’s Memorial
Tournament Friday with rookie Lee
Kyoung-hoon and Troy Merritt.

Germany’s Kaymer, now ranked 186th in
the world as he battles his way back from
wrist and shoulder injuries, birdied all four
of the par-fives at Muirfield Village in
Dublin, Ohio, rolling in a five-footer at the
par-five seventh-his 16th hole of the day-to
take a one-stroke lead.

But he bogeyed the par-four ninth,
where he was unable to get up and down
from a greenside bunker, his four-under par
68 giving him a nine-under total of 135. “It’s
been five years pretty much since I was
leading the US Open in 2014, so it would be
nice to get a little bit of reward for all the
work I put in the last two or three years,”
Kaymer said, adding that while not much
has changed in his game in recent weeks,

his attitude is “more relaxed”.
“I was trying to force it a little bit, the

success,” he said. “And obviously we all
know in golf what happens. You try to pull
back, but the frustration comes out because
you work hard, everything is there, you just
can’t get the scores on the scorecard.

“You don’t get the results, so you need
to change something,” he said, adding that
stepping away from social media and other
distractions had helped him break that
cycle. “That automatically makes you more
aware, makes me more conscious and I
think leads to more calmness,” he said. “It
helped me.”

South Korea’s Lee positioned himself for
a weekend run at a first US PGA Tour title
with a bogey-free f ive-under par 67.
Merritt, a two-time tour winner who is
working his way back after having surgery
to remove a rib in January, had an eagle and
six birdies in a six-under 66.

Merritt teed off early and fully expected
someone to move past him atop the leader-
board. Kaymer was the only one to do it
but he couldn’t stay there. “We put ourself
in a good position for this weekend,” said
Merritt, who had surgery in January to
remove a rib that was positioned so close
to his clavicle that it pinched a vein and
caused a blood clot.

The leading trio were one stroke in front

of three-time major-winner Jordan Spieth,
who carded a 70 for 136. Australian Adam
Scott carded a 66 to head a group of five
players on 137 that also included Rickie
Fowler and Emiliano Grillo.

On a day that saw England’s Justin Rose
charge up the leaderboard with a spectacu-
lar nine-under par 63, Tiger Woods was
spinning his wheels with an even par 72
that was marred by an ugly double bogey
at the par-five 15th.

Woods was comfortably in the fairway,
but found deep greenside rough. After two
poor chips he finally put the ball within five
feet , then missed the putt  for bogey.
Woods, seven shots off the lead, hadn’t
abandoned hope of  nabbing a s ixth
Memorial title.

“Seems like everyone is bunched togeth-
er,” he said. “I just need to get something
going in the front nine where the pins are
definitely gettable tomorrow.” Rose played
his way into contention as he rebounded
from a three-over par first round. He played
the last five holes of the front nine in six-
under with two eagles and two birdies and
picked up four more birdies coming in to lie
three strokes off the lead on 138.

“The two eagles on the front kind of kick
started everything,.” Rose said. “I kept just
pushing myself to keep trying to go as low
as I could. It was a great day.”— AFP


