
L i f e s t y l e Monday, June 3, 2019

20 Established 1961 

G o s s i p

ennifer Lopez regrets taking herself so seriously during her younger
years. The 49-year-old star - who released her debut album, ‘On the 6’,
in 1999 - has revealed that if she had the chance to advise her younger
self, she’d urge her to adopt a more relaxed approach to her career.

Speaking to ‘Entertainment Tonight’, Jennifer shared: “When you’re young, you’re
just so, like, you think you know everything. “When my first album came out ... I
just thought that I had it all figured out.” But the chart-topping star - who has
balanced her music career with acting - says she’s become wiser as time has
passed by. Jennifer reflected: “You don’t realize until you’re in your 30s that you

know nothing. “Then in your 40s, you start kind of figuring it all out. And then
when you’re 50, you’re just like, ‘I’m just me and it’s good.’ It’s great.” The singer
is set to embark on her It’s My Party tour later this month and she’s teased what
fans can expect from the upcoming shows. She said: “I want to create a different
atmosphere than normal. “I want it to be interactive, I want to share this moment
[with fans]. We’ve been talking a lot about what this tour should be - what it
means and how special it is, and how special this time in my life is.”
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ohnny Marr is “not worried” about the backlash
against his former bandmate Morrissey’s politi-
cal beliefs affecting the legacy of The Smiths.
Morrissey’s albums have been withdrawn from

sale at Cardiff’s Spillers Records, the world’s oldest record
shop, due to his support for the far-right political party
For Britain and posters advertising his new solo LP
‘California Son’ were stopped from being displayed by
British commuter train service Merseyrail. The 60-year-
old singer even performed on US TV on ‘The Tonight
Show Starring Jimmy Fallon’ whilst wearing a badge with
party’s trident logo sparking a huge wave of criticism of
him. Johnny, 55, has been watching the controversy unfold
but he insists Morrissey’s actions will not stop people from
listening to the incredible music they made together in The
Smiths in the 1980s. In an interview with NME, the gui-
tarist said: “I don’t think you can change history. I’ve said
that before. I’m not worried. It’s got nothing to do with my
world or my life. The songs are out there for people to
judge, relate to and hear. I think that’s all going to be for-
gotten in a few weeks, as these things inevitably are - for
better or worse. It’s always been that way. I understand
the issue, but I’m used to stuff coming and going. I don’t
worry about people missing out on the culture. That would
be like saying to a teenage me, ‘Are you worried about you
and your mates missing out on The Velvet Underground?’

That was never going to happen. I know the way things
go. Things come and go.” Johnny isn’t focusing his past
glories and has revealed that he will start work on his
fourth studio album - the follow-up to 2018’s ‘Call the
Comet’ - at the end of the year. The ‘How Soon Is Now?’
hitmaker said: “I’ve got another single coming in about six
weeks or so that I’ve finished. That’s a bit more psychedel-
ic guitar. Then I’m going to finish off the touring and get
into some new stuff at the end of the year which is pretty
exciting. I’ve got a new solo album coming, and I’m also
hoping to get in the studio with Maxine Peake again.”
Morrissey compared Merseyrail’s decision to remove
posters promoting his new album following a customer
complaint to akin to the “Third Reich”, the totalitarian
state that Germany became under the control of the Nazis.
He said: “It’s very Third Reich, isn’t it? And it proves how
only the feelings of the most narrow-minded can be con-
sidered within the British Arts. We are not free to debate,
and this in itself is the ultimate rejection of diversity ... I am
afraid we are living through The Age of Stupid, and we
must pray that it passes soon. I’m only surprised that Mary
Whitehouse isn’t on the ten pound note. But, no, I’m not
about to go into combat with Mersey Rail ... could life get
any more mediocre?”
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rax Project say their music still takes “influence
from busking”.  The popular four-piece started
their musical career covering songs together
as students on the streets of New Zealand and

have since opened for the likes Camila Cabello, Ed
Sheeran and Lorde as well as breaking the record for the
fastest selling club show in Auckland history. Now, the
‘Woke Up Late’ hitmakers have revealed that despite
their recent success, they still involve aspects of busking

in their music as they feel performing in that environment
was an “important” part of their “whole journey”.  In an
exclusive interview with BANG Showbiz, drummer Matt
Beachen said: “We haven’t had time to stop and think.
“We never thought it would happen when we were busk-
ing, we weren’t even a serious band we were like let’s get
together and make music let’s do this.  “It was like let’s go
have some fun partying on the street playing anything
that would get people’s attention and get a bit of cash.”
Matt added: “We still take influence from busking, from
generally live performing I think that was really important
for us and the whole journey.”  Guitarist Ben O’Leary
agreed that when they the band would never have
believed they would have enjoyed so much success half a
decade later. He said: “If you’d told us we’d be in this
position like five years later now there’s no way [we
would have thought it].” Singer and bassist Sam Thomson
suggested while they still feel like “the same” band, they
have grown even closer over the years. He explained: “I’d
say the same in like a very different way if that makes
sense. We’re still doing the same stuff we’re still playing
music in the same way, we still hang out but I think we
know each other a little bit better than we did when we
first started.”  Singer Shaan Singh added: “I don’t wanna
ever be at the point where or music if we’re playing it on
the street doesn’t make people stop. “That’s why we
wanted to do it when we were busking - that’s what with
other people’s songs we had to pull out stuff people were
gonna stop and pull out cash for. “ The band’s hit singe
‘Woke Up Late’ featuring Hailee Steinfeld is available on
all major streaming services and the accompanying music
video starring Liza Koshy is out now.
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atthew Vaughn thinks Marvel should incorpo-
rate ‘Fantastic Four’ into its Cinematic Universe
as soon as possible. The 48-year-old filmmaker
- who previously produced 2015’s ‘Fantastic

Four’ - has insisted that following Disney’s purchase of
21st Century Fox, Marvel should quickly bring the fran-
chise into the Marvel Cinematic Universe. He reflected: “As
the man that produced the last terrible ‘Fantastic Four’ -
and I will say that because I said it from day one, but no
one listened to me - I think ‘Fan Four’ is, for me, it’s the live
action version of ‘The Incredibles’.  “It’s probably the most,
I think, commercially viable Marvel Comic. Kevin Feige
will get ahold of that and probably make a masterpiece.”
By contrast, Matthew - who is married to model Claudia
Schiffer - believes Marvel should adopt a more cautious
approach to another of its new assets, ‘X-Men’. The direc-
tor - who also helmed 2011’s ‘X-Men: First Class’ - told
Cinema Blend: “I imagine that might get put on ice for a
little bit. I think it needs a little bit of breathing room.
“They made a hell of a lot since ‘First Class’, if you think
about it. ‘Fan Four’ would be the thing I’d like to see them
do next. Disney and ‘Fan Four’ and Marvel is a really
potent combination.”
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ophie Turner felt like a competition winner on
the set of ‘X-Men: Dark Phoenix’. The 23-year-
old actress plays the role of Phoenix Force in
the money-spinning franchise, and Sophie has

admitted to relishing the experience. She said: “I felt like
I’d won a contest. Every time I was on set, I thought: I
shouldn’t be here.  “It was mad to have one-on-one scenes
with Jess [Chastain] or Jen [Lawrence] or Michael
[Fassbender].” Despite starring in the ‘X-Men’ franchise,
Sophie is, perhaps, still best-known for her appearances in
‘Game of Thrones’. And the actress has admitted she’d be
open to reprising her role on the hit TV show in the distant
future. She told PorterEdit magazine: “Maybe we should
do a season nine? “In 20 years, when I’m old and haggard
and out of work, I’ll definitely be up for a season nine.” By
contrast, Sophie previously said that reprising the role of
Sansa Stark would result in “more trauma”. The actress
was satisfied with way her character’s story finished in the
finale of the HBO fantasy series, and she insisted it was
“time to let her go” after a decade on the show. She said:
“I think it’s time to say goodbye to Sansa. I’m ready ... ish,
to say goodbye to her. I think my watch has ended. “It’s
been 10 years of my life and the best 10 years of my life by
far. I finished in a very happy place with Sansa and it’s
time to let her go. I feel like if I played her again it would
be just be more trauma.”

oy Story 4’ is poised to break box-office
records. The much-anticipated movie - which
will see Tom Hanks reprise the role of Sheriff
Woody - is on course to achieve the biggest

animated box-office opening ever. The Disney-Pixar
sequel is tracking to surpass the record of $182 million,
which was set by ‘Incredibles 2’ in 2018. In fact, the movie
is projected to generate a domestic three-day opening
weekend of $200 million in the US, according to Dark
Horizons. ‘Toy Story 4’ is set for release later this month
and will feature a host of big-name stars, including the
likes of Tim Allen, Annie Potts, Joan Cusack, Michael
Keaton and Keanu Reeves. Disney previously revealed
that the upcoming movie will focus on Woody’s relation-
ship with Bo Peep. A synopsis read: “Woody has always
been confident about his place in the world, and that his
priority is taking care of his kid, whether that’s Andy or
Bonnie. “So when Bonnie’s beloved new craft-project-
turned-toy, Forky (Tony Hale), declares himself as ‘trash’
and not a toy, Woody takes it upon himself to show Forky
why he should embrace being a toy. “But when Bonnie
takes the whole gang on her family’s road trip excursion,
Woody ends up on an unexpected detour that includes a
reunion with his long-lost friend Bo Peep.”

rian May has defended the artistic license used
in ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’.  The Queen guitarist
insisted that the Freddie Mercury biopic was
not a documentary but an attempt to tell the

story of the late frontman “as a human being”, and the 71-
year-old musician argued that obsessing over incorrect
facts in the movie is a “waste of breath”.  In an interview
with MOJO magazine, he said: “It’s an attempt to portray
Freddie Mercury as a human being. So an argument about
whether he should have a moustache at a particular time is
a waste of breath. “The moustache is in the wrong place in
documentary terms, but for telling the story we want to
tell it’s in the right place.”  The legendary singer died of
AIDS-related bronchial pneumonia in 1991 at the age of
45 and one controversial scene showed Freddie informing
his follow band members, Brian, Rodger Taylor and John
Deacon of his illness before their famous Live Aid concert,
when in reality he didn’t reveal the news until much later.
However May has argued that he and Fox bosses “took
liberties” in order to best tell the singer’s story without
adding “another hour of screen time”.  He said: “Yes but to
tell it that way would have required another hour of screen
time. So we took liberties. Or rather the film-makers did.
“I learned this about film-making: you carry a story with
you and you treasure it, but when you agree to sell it, it’s
not yours anymore. “Fox own this film, lock, stock and bar-
rel, but they always treated us with great respect.
Sometimes we’d say ‘You can’t do that’ and they’d say
‘Okay we won’t’ and other times ‘Yes we can because this
is the story we all agreed to tell.’ 
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