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News in brief
Qatar: US needs Palestinians on board 

LONDON: Qatar said on Sunday that there was a
disconnect between the Palestinians and the United
States over a US blueprint aimed at ending the
conflict between Israel and the Palestinians, warn-
ing that a solution could not be imposed on
Palestinians. The US blueprint is seen by
Palestinians, and by some Arab officials and politi-
cians, as a plan to finish off the Palestinian cause.
“As far as we see, right now there is a disconnect
between the Palestinians and the US,” Qatar
Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani said told reporters in
London. “Our position remains very firm: We are
going to support any plan that the Palestinians are
willing to accept.” — AFP 

Hezb bomb case in UK kept ‘hidden’ 

LONDON: Radicals linked to the Iran-backed
Hezbollah movement were found to be stockpiling
bomb-making ingredients in London in 2015 in a
case that was kept “hidden from the public”, the
Daily Telegraph reported yesterday. Following a
tip-off from a foreign government, British police
and the MI5 intelligence service discovered thou-
sands of disposable ice packs containing three
tons of ammonium nitrate, the report said. One man
was arrested in a series of four raids in northwest
London but he was later released without charge
after what the paper said was a “covert intelligence
operation” that was not aimed at seeking criminal
prosecution. — AFP 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Safa Al-Hashem yesterday called for
expelling around two million expatriates from Kuwait
over the next five years in order to make Kuwaitis a
majority in their home country. “Reforming the imbal-
ance in the demographic structure is an urgent
necessity and a national requirement, because it is
illogical that citizens are a minority in their home
country,” Hashem said in a statement. The lawmaker,
who has been vehemently campaigning against expa-
triates for the past few years, called for reducing the
number of expatriates so as to make Kuwaitis more
than 50 percent of the population.

Currently, Kuwaitis constitute less than 30 percent
of the 4.7 million population - they number 1.4 million
against 3.3 million expatriates. To achieve Hashem’s
call, expatriates must be reduced to under 1.4 million,
which means expelling some two million foreigners.
“We are not against any honest expat whose skills
are needed by the country, but we are against crowd-
ing, unproductive expatriates who have not left any
breathing space for Kuwaitis,” said the lawmaker.
During the Eid holidays, Hashem lashed out at expa-
triates for “littering” the beaches in the country and
called in statements to local newspapers for imposing
charges on them, or barring them from the sea. 

Hashem, who is a member of the National
Assembly’s financial and economic affairs committee,

said there is a draft law ready in the Assembly pro-
posing to impose a five-percent tax on all remittances
by expatriates, which reached some KD 20 billion in
the past five years. She said the bill must be approved
quickly to contain those transfers, which have nega-
tively impacted the national economy. The lawmaker
also wondered why Egyptians are launching a cam-
paign against Syrians living in Egypt, accusing them
of taking over their businesses, while they protest
strongly when similar calls are made in Kuwait.

Meanwhile, head of the budgets committee MP
Adnan Abdulsamad said yesterday that Kuwait Oil
Company has continued to commit violations, and as
a result, has failed in meeting the scheduled increase
in the production capacity of oil and gas. He said
KOC will not be able to meet its targets, which were
set at 3.5 million barrels per day in 2015 and 4.0 mil-
lion barrels per day in 2020, adding that the compa-
ny’s actual production in the fiscal year 2017/2018
was only 3.1 million barrels, recalling that production
from the neutral zone with Saudi Arabia has been
suspended.

The Assembly is preparing for debating a grilling
against Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf over alleged
mismanagement of foreign investments and violations
in the country’s finances. The grilling was filed by
MPs Bader Al-Mulla and Riyadh Al-Adasani, who
vowed to reveal plenty of information about the
country’s budget and investments.

KUWAIT: Responding to a social media video showing an Asian man wearing a cleaner’s uniform getting into
a vehicle and driving away, the interior ministry’s PR and security media department announced the suspect
was arrested within a few hours after the video was posted. During interrogation, the suspect confessed that
he works as a private driver for a family, and that he impersonated as a cleaner to beg. A case was filed and
the suspect was referred to relevant authorities pending deportation. —  By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Car video busts fake cleaner

Trump-Macron friendship tree dies 

WASHINGTON: The photo of Donald Trump and
his French counterpart Emmanuel Macron planting
an oak tree in the garden of the White House sym-
bolized the friendship shown by the two leaders. But
relations between them have since frayed, and the
tree, a diplomatic source said this week, did not sur-
vive. The French president offered the young oak to
Trump on the occasion of a state visit to Washington
in 2018, and the two shoveled dirt around it. But a
few days later, the tree was nowhere to be seen, hav-
ing disappeared into quarantine. — AFP 

Pope wants to visit Iraq in 2020 

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis said yesterday he
wants to visit Iraq as early as next year in spite of the
security conditions. “An insistent thought accompa-
nies me when I think about Iraq, where I want to go
next year, so that it can look to the future through
peaceful and shared participation in the construction
of the common good,” Francis told a Vatican audi-
ence. The pope voiced hope that Iraq “does not
return to the tensions which come from the never-
ending conflicts between regional powers.” — AFP

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Vice Chairman of the Union of Cooperative
Societies Khaled Al-Hudhaiban warned about security

threats posed by vehicles abandoned in various co-ops’
parking lots, noting that vehicles will not be allowed to
be parked for over three days and that surveillance
cameras will be installed to monitor the parking areas.
Hudhaiban said some expats park their vehicles in co-
ops’ parking lots before departing Kuwait for vacations,
adding that this will not be tolerated and that the
municipality will be contacted after three days to act. 

Manager of cleaning at the Capital municipality
Meshaal Al-Azmi said KD 135 will be collected as a fine
for leaving vehicles parked in co-op parking lots,
including charges for removing the vehicle and safe-

guarding it, and KD 1 per day of impoundment. “Such
vehicles will be deemed abandoned,” he added, noting
that the municipality will ask co-ops to provide them
with the license plate numbers of vehicles parked for
long periods. 

Azmi explained that the municipality usually pastes
warning stickers for 24 hours on vehicles displayed for
sale and for 48 hours on abandoned vehicles before
removing them. He added owners will have to contact
the municipality within a maximum of three months to
pay the fines and retrieve their vehicles before the
municipality offers them for sale in public auctions. 

Cars ‘abandoned’ in 
co-op parking lots 
will be impounded 

TEHRAN: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani meets German Foreign Minister Heiko
Maas yesterday. — AFP 

PATHANKOT, India: Indian Punjab Police escort Sanji Ram (center), accused for the
rape and murder of an eight-year-old girl in Kathua in Jammu and Kashmir, as he
comes out of court yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iran’s foreign minister warned
yesterday of the consequences of waging
“economic war” against the Islamic
republic through US sanctions, saying
those conducting and supporting it could
not expect to “remain safe”. “One cannot
expect an economic war to continue
against the Iranian people and that those
waging this war and those supporting it
remain safe,” Mohammad Javad Zarif said
at a joint news conference in Tehran with
his German counterpart Heiko Maas. “The
only way to decrease tensions in the
region is to stop the economic war,” he
added, noting Germany and the European
Union could have an “important role” to
play in defusing the situation.

Iran signed a landmark nuclear accord
with Britain, China, France, Germany,

Russia and the United States in 2015,
leading to sanctions relief in exchange for
curbs on its nuclear program. But the US
administration of President Donald Trump
has imposed sweeping sanctions on Iran
and, according to Tehran, waged an “eco-
nomic war” against it after walking away
from the deal. 

Germany’s visiting foreign minister
said his country would do its utmost to
ensure tensions do not escalate. “There is
war in Syria and in Yemen, fortunately not
here,” Maas said. “We want to do every-
thing we can to keep it that way” for Iran.
“Nevertheless, the tensions here in the
region are worrying, and we fear that sin-
gle events can trigger developments that
end in violence, and we want to prevent
this under all circumstances.”

Maas met Zarif in Tehran, and both
said they discussed the future of the
nuclear pact and regional issues, although
their news conference appeared tense 
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PATHANKOT, India: Six men were
convicted yesterday over the notorious
2018 gang rape and murder in India of
an eight-year-old girl from a Muslim
nomadic tribe that provoked horror and
stoked inter-religious tensions. The six
men from the Jammu region of northern
India escaped the death sentence, how-
ever, with three defendants given life
imprisonment and the others five years
in jail. Sexual violence, including against
children, is rife in India and outrage over
the Kathua case, named after the district
where the atrocity happened, con-
tributed to the government introducing
the death penalty for child rapists.

According to the charge sheet, the
girl was abducted while she was out

grazing horses and taken to a village in
Jammu, the Hindu-dominated part of the
Muslim-majority state of Jammu and
Kashmir, on January 10 last year. In an
ordeal lasting five days, she was sedated
and held in a Hindu temple, repeatedly
raped and then strangled and bludg-
eoned to death. Investigations suggested
that the girl was targeted in order to
strike fear in her nomad community and
drive them out of the area. Yesterday a
seventh man was acquitted while an
eighth person, who claims to be under-
age, faces a separate trial.

Among the three convicted for rape
and murder and sentenced to life were
village head Sanjhi Ram and special
police officer Deepak Khajuria. The oth-
ers were found guilty of taking bribes
and destroying evidence. Prosecutors
said that they would study the verdict
before deciding whether to appeal. The
family, who were not present at the trial,
had hoped that all six would be given the
death sentences, prosecutors said.
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