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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah has instructed
the Public Institution for Social Security (PIFSS) to
continue looking into all works done during its former
director-general’s term of office. His Highness the Prime
Minister has also ordered that all violations in this
regard be taken to the Public Prosecution, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
Anas Al-Saleh said in a statement following a weekly
Cabinet meeting.

PIFSS had said yesterday that it has lodged a fresh
complaint against its former
director general on grounds
that he misappropriated pub-
lic funds. The measure aims to
protect public funds and is
connected to a case involving
the pension fund’s investment
in Abraaj Holdings company,
read a PIFSS statement. PIF-
SS has asked Abraaj Holdings
to investigate any suspicious
transactions with a link to its
former director general, with
the statement citing its incumbent chief Mishal Al-
Othman as saying that the pension fund remains hot on
the heels of the suspect. “We have closely monitored
this despicable crime committed on our funds as we
seek to unravel the network responsible for this,”
Othman said, vowing to use any evidence against the
suspect. In 2016, Kuwaiti officials accused him of using
his position to embezzle vast sums of money, subse-
quently sentencing him to a 10-year prison term in
absentia. An international arrest warrant has been

issued against the former PIFSS chief.
At the onset of the meeting, the Cabinet listened to a

briefing from Minister of Finance Naif Al-Hajraf on a
complaint lodged by the PIFSS against its former chief
as it was found out during a review of Abraaj Holdings
company activities that he had obtained commissions
and other benefits from entities linked to him.

The Cabinet then approved draft decrees for
Kuwait-Malta cooperation in higher education and sci-
entific research, Kuwait-Jordan cooperation in weather
forecast and Kuwait-Dutch cooperation in air services.

The ministers also consented
to a draft law on Kuwaiti-
Egyptian security coopera-
tion, a draft law on Kuwait’s
joining of a joint agreement
for the safe disposal of
radioactive waste, and a bill
on trade navigation coopera-
tion between Kuwait and
Morocco. The Cabinet decid-
ed to task the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation to
speedily coordinate with the

Ministries of Interior, Finance, Health, the Customs
Directorate-General and Kuwait Airways Corporation
to take measures for uplifting operational capacity and
facilitating passengers’ movements at Kuwait
International Airport.

It charged the Public Authority for Agricultural
Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) to coordinate
with the competent authorities to minimize effects of
the recent spread of locusts in southern Kuwait and
avert its recurrence. The Cabinet decided to task the

Ministry of Finance (state properties department) to
coordinate with the Ministry of Interior, the
Environment Public Authority and PAAAFR to take
rapid legal action to prevent fishermen from using
chalets in Doha for fishing purposes in Kuwait Bay.
Internationally, it decried the recent terrorist attack on

a security checkpoint manned by Egyptian government
security personnel in Al-Arish, expressing solidarity
with Egypt and supporting any measures the Cairo
authorities may take to safeguard the country. The gov-
ernment re-affirmed rejection of all forms of hateful
violence and terrorism. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the
Cabinet’s meeting yesterday. —KUNA

Filipina workers
told to take reduced
pay or leave Kuwait
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Take it or leave it! That was the instruction
of a Kuwait-based Filipina recruiter to nine female
workers who entered Kuwait through legal means but
complained their contract was changed when they
arrived here. The recruiter advised the women to sign
and accept the new contract rather than go back to
their country of origin. 

“The reason we applied for overseas jobs was
because of the promise of a higher salary. Even if we
want to go back home, I don’t think it’s practical to
leave. What we want is for the company to follow the
provisions in the contract. We had accepted and signed
a contract with KD 180 as salary. But for the last two
months, we are receiving only KD 120 because the
Filipino recruiter told us to take the offer or leave
Kuwait. This means we’ll have to complete two years
before we can demand the rightful amount,” they said.

The women showed Kuwait Times a copy of what
appeared to be a contract which they had signed earli-

er in the Philippines, bearing the amount of KD 180
plus KD 25 in food allowance. “However, when we
arrived in Kuwait, they told us to sign another contract
of KD 180 without the additional KD 25 in food
allowance. But none of those contracts were followed -
KD 180 salary plus KD 25 food allowance or the KD
180 one without the food allowance. We only got KD
120, and the Filipina recruiter told us to take it or leave.
So it means KD 120 will be our salary for the duration
of our contract,” they protested.

Kuwait Times asked whether they had an under-
standing for paying a recruitment fee and deducting it
from the salary. “No - we paid an amount equivalent to
a one month salary. That was our placement fee. We
don’t expect salary deductions anymore because we
paid fully,” she told Kuwait Times. When the Philippine
Embassy was contacted for comment, Teresa Olgado,
Assistant Labor Attache and currently the officer in
charge of the Philippine Overseas Labor Office in
Kuwait, said the people involved, including the compa-
ny, can be criminally liable for contract substitution and
failure to comply with the provisions in the contract. 

“They will be charged not just in Kuwait, but the
agency in the Philippines could be held liable too.
They’ll be closed down if the contract substitution
charges are true,” she said. The workers were waiting
for their new civil IDs to lodge a complaint at the
Philippine Embassy against the company and the
recruitment agency.

Durra to sign new
recruitment deals with
Cambodia, Philippines
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Manager of Al-Durra company for domes-
tic helpers Saad Al-Munai said since he took over in
March, he has been coordinating with foreign ministry
advisor Anas Al-Shaheen to facilitate recruiting
domestic helpers from Cambodia, adding that a spe-
cial meeting will be held soon to discuss this matter.
Munai added that Al-Durra will sign a contract with
another agency from the Philippines within two
months to increase the number of laborers at competi-
tive rates. Meanwhile, informed sources said the
Kuwait-Philippines joint committee will meet soon to
reconsider some articles of the agreement signed last
year on domestic helpers, including the legal measures
taken against violators on both sides - employers and
workers. 

Delayed payments
Well-informed sources at the manpower authority

said in an attempt to resolve the problem of delays in
the payment of monthly salaries at a number of private
companies, the authority insisted on making various
companies deposit their workers’ salaries by the 8th of
every month to avoid suspending their files. 

Wedding halls
Social Affairs Ministry’s acting undersecretary Hana

Al-Hajeri stressed that after passing the 2020-2021
budget for the coming fiscal year, the ministry will
restart withdrawing the managements of wedding halls,
announcing that it is already considering the withdraw-
al of five halls in various areas. Speaking on the side-
lines of opening Nahar Al-Bughaili wedding hall in
Naeem, Hajeri said 35 halls had been withdrawn from
co-ops, noting that withdrawals had been halted for a
while due to a lack of budget. 

Ready for summer
Minister of electricity and water Khaled Al-Fadhel

announced that in preparation for the summer season
and the expected power consumption hike, gas-pow-
ered turbines are being used, adding that the ministry is
fully prepared for the summer. 

Budget increase
The health ministry asked the finance ministry to

increase its 2018-2019 budget by KD 166 million to cov-
er overdue claims for the electricity and water and serv-
ices ministries, cleaning companies, assistant technical
services, maintenance, spare parts and drugs contracts. 

Self-check-in kiosks 
Minister of Commerce and Industry and Minister of

State for Services Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan
announced installing 10 self-check-in kiosks at Kuwait
International Airport to be used by travelers without
luggage.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Municipal Council agreed to refer to
the Cabinet a proposal made by member Abdul Aziz
Al-Mojel concerning encouraging small and medium
enterprises and entrepreneurs to build smart park-

ing spaces  for  further  s tudy and approval .
Meanwhi le , the  Nat ional  Fund for  Smal l  and
Medium Enterprise (SME) Development announced
receiving 315 applications and funding requests
since the online service on the fund’s website was
launched in May. 

Council approves ‘smart 
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KUWAIT: Municipal Council members attend a session yesterday.  —KUNA

Kuwaiti teacher Dr Riham Al-Shahin

American journal
chooses Kuwaiti’s
PhD thesis in top 9
KUWAIT: The American Libraries journal has select-
ed a PhD thesis prepared by Kuwaiti female teacher

Dr Riham Al-Shahin as part of the top nine theses in
2019. Dr Shahin is the sole Arab academician in the
honorees’ list, Kuwait University (KU) said in a state-
ment yesterday. Her thesis tackles data buildup and
user experience on electronic sites of national
libraries. The study sample covers libraries from vari-
ous nations. Elated Shahin dedicated the achievement
to the dear homeland and the KU. She hoped that her
study would contribute to enriching e-sites at Arab
libraries. — KUNA

Servicemen
arrested on
rape charges
KUWAIT: Detectives arrested a policeman and a
solider for raping a Kuwaiti woman. A police source
said the woman, who is wanted for financial debts,

was arrested and handed to a policeman for process-
ing. Meanwhile, a soldier present there made a plan
with the policeman to blackmail her, but she was able
to escape. The solider then chased her, pulled her in
the car and raped her. The victim complained to
police, so both suspects were arrested and trans-
ferred to the prosecution at the orders of Deputy
Premier and Interior Minister Sheikh Khalid Al-Jarrah.

Domestic violence
A Kuwaiti woman lodged a complaint against her

husband for beating and confining her. The com-
plaint was made after she was able to escape from
the house. The woman asked police to rescue her
from her husband’s custody, before being able to
escape while he was in the bathroom. She claimed
that a dispute took place between the couple, so he
beat and detained her. The husband was told to
come to the police station for questioning.

Fugitive caught
A bedoon man was sent to the central prison to

serve a four-year jail sentence after he resisted
arrest and attempted to escape. The charges he was
sentenced for include drugs use and thefts.

Suicide attempt
An Asian domestic helper was rushed to Jahra

Hospital after attempting suicide by ingesting insec-
ticide. The house owner called police for help, so
they went there along with paramedics. They took
her to hospital, where doctors performed gastric
lavage.  —Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai


