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Nechirvan Barzani 
sworn in as leader 
of Iraqi Kurdistan
IRBIL: Nechirvan Barzani was sworn in
yesterday as Iraqi Kurdistan’s second
president, succeeding his uncle and vet-
eran leader Massud Barzani whose son
Masrour will likely be nominated premier
today. Nechirvan, the 52-year-old
deputy leader of the Kurdistan

Democratic Party, was elected as presi-
dent on May 28 after seven years as the
region’s prime minister. 

He is the Kurdish region’s second
president after his uncle Massud, who
served in the role from 2005 until he quit
in 2017 following a controversial inde-
pendence referendum. Yesterday, the
younger Barzani took his oath of office
during a sleek ceremony at Arbil’s
Congressional Palace. In his address, he
appealed for better ties with federal
authorities in Baghdad, and said his gov-
ernment would also prioritize the well-

being of constituents in the region. 
A set of speeches followed his swear-

ing-in, with the first slots going to
Massud and then Iraqi President Barham
Saleh, who hails from the opposing
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan which boy-
cotted Barzani’s election. Among those in
the audience were Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu and several
foreign consuls, but not Iraq’s Prime
Minister Adel Abdel Mahdi. Born in
northern Iraq in 1966, Barzani spent part
of his life in Iran and speaks fluent
Kurdish, Farsi and English.

He has had a long political career in
the Kurdish region, serving as its vice
prime minister, head of government and
prime minister since it won autonomy
from federal authorities in 1991.
Observers expect the new president will
nominate his cousin Masrour-the
region’s current national security advi-
sor-to replace him as premier.  The nom-
inee will be announced at 11:00 am
(0800 GMT) today, according to parlia-
ment speaker Vala Fareed. The premier-
designate would then have 30 days to
form a government.  —AFP

‘We want water,’
say residents as 
Abidjan grows 
drier
ABIDJAN: Every other day, Kouakou
Marie Laure wakes up at 1 am to fetch
water for her family. The mother of three
carries a bucket on her head back and
forth to the nearest affordable water
source, a couple of kilometers away,
about a dozen times to replenish the fam-
ily’s 200-litre tank. The water usually
lasts through two days of drinking,
bathing, cleaning, and washing clothes.

Laure, utterly exhausted by the end,
often isn’t finished until sunrise. Then she
must leave again to work a full day as an
assistant at a nearby school. “Sometimes I
don’t have enough energy and we just
have to survive without much water for a
while,” said the 39-year-old, sweating in
Abidjan’s harsh midday sun. Her concrete
block home, shared between four families,

lies in Abobo, a deprived district with
extremely limited infrastructure and scant
running water in the northern part of the
Ivory Coast’s largest city.

Rapid population growth, increasing
urbanization and climate change have
made it more difficult to supply water in
Abidjan, and led to chronic shortages,
residents and experts say. “Since the
1970s, climate change has led to a fall of
around 10% to 20% in rainfall, meaning
that the underground water reserves that
the city relies on are not being replen-
ished and have reduced,” said Bamory
KamagatÈ, a water scientist at Nangui
Abrogoua University in Abidjan.

Deforestation, urbanization and farm-
ing also have reduced the quality of natu-
ral water, he added, while “uncontrolled
growth” in population has increased
demand. The Ivory Coast’s fertility rate is
4.8 births per woman, one of the highest
in the world, according to the World
Bank. In 2015, 40% of West Africans
l ived in urban areas and the United
Nations projects that will reach 60% in
2050.

A UN report published in March found
that water use globally has risen about 1
percent a year since the 1980s and today

more than 2 billion people live in coun-
tries experiencing high water stress. By
2050, global demand for water is set to
continue growing, by up to 30 percent, it

said. “Stress levels wil l  continue to
increase as demand for water grows and
the effects of climate change intensify,”
the report noted. —Reuters

ABIDJAN: Ivorian Muslims offer prayers in front of a mosque in Adjame neighbor-
hood of Abidjan. —AFP

CHERQO: More than a year after his house in south-
ern Ethiopia was razed to the ground, his coffee plan-
tation destroyed and cattle stolen, Teketel Memheru is
still too terrified to return home. The 22-year-old is
one of hundreds of thousands of people uprooted
from their homes by ethnic clashes in a burgeoning
domestic crisis the Ethiopian government is battling to
contain. 

“I witnessed a neighbor of mine hacked to death
and another neighbor was burnt alive in his house. I’m
scared to go to farm my agricultural plot for fear of
attacks,” said Teketel, an ethnic Gedeo who says he
came under attack by Oromos - the country’s largest
ethnic group. 

Officials insist that what became the world’s
biggest internal displacement crisis in 2018 is under
control, and that more than a million people have
returned to their homes. However those working on
the ground - speaking anonymously to avoid a gov-
ernment backlash - say the displaced are being
forcibly returned. They warn that the dire humanitari-
an conditions are only set to get worse.

“Peace is not restored, I didn’t meet a single person
who wants to return under these conditions. People are
really scared. It will get more difficult,” an aid worker
said. The worker said that in May local officials and
soldiers had entered the camps and ordered people to
leave. Most people however had just disappeared once
again into a fatigued host community and were living
in utter “misery”. In addition, hunger levels had
become a “catastrophe”. “We believe levels of violence
and displacement will continue,” said the worker.

Reforms open Pandora’s box 
Since coming to power in April 2018 after two

years of anti-government unrest, Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed - himself an Oromo - has been hailed for his
efforts to end the iron-fisted rule of his predecessors.
He has embarked on economic reforms, allowed dissi-
dent groups back into the country, and an easing of
control has seen Ethiopia jump 40 points in the 2019
press freedom index.

But the loosening of the
reins has had a far darker
side, as years of tensions
between ethnic  groups
who are divided into nine
autonomous regions, have
boiled over - usually over
land and resources - lead-
ing to deadly violence in
the country of over 100
million people. One of the
hotspots is along the bor-
ders of the Gedeo district
- which is part of the vast
Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples Region
- and West Guji in Oromia.

The verdant, rolling hills of this southern region, are
where some of the world’s best coffee is grown. It is
also the most densely populated part of the country,
with residents facing a critical shortage of farmland.
Tensions have long existed between the groups, but
last year the Oromo of West Guji attacked the Gedeo
living on their side. The clashes led to the world’s

largest displacement crisis, with over a million mostly
ethnic Gedeos displaced, according to government
figures.

Similar violence erupted in 2017 between Somalis
and Oromos in the southeast Somali region, also dis-
placing around one million people and leaving hun-
dreds dead. And last month dozens of people were
killed in clashes between residents of northern
Benishangul Gumuz and Amhara states. “None of

these conflicts are entirely
new, but several of them
have flared at a larger scale
than we’ve seen in the
past,” said William Davison,
the International Crisis
Group’s senior Ethiopia
analyst.

He said there were mul-
tiple factors at play stoking
tensions. These include the
weakening of the once all-
powerful ruling EPRDF as
a result of years of protests

and infighting, an economic slowdown that has hit the
poor hard, and a shake-up of the security apparatus
under Abiy. “There has been a loosening of control
which has led existing disputes to take on a new
dimension,” said Davison.

Add to this a poorly functioning ethnic federal sys-
tem, opportunities presented by the political transi-
tion, and competition for resources in an impover-
ished nation. Abiy’s opening has led to ethno-nation-

alists staking different claims, but at the same time he
is loath to lean back on the repressive tactics once
used to deter and crack down on intercommunal vio-
lence. “Abiy has been clear his government is disin-
clined to use past methods and send in police or sol-
diers to apply lethal force and conduct mass arrests
on the spot.”

‘We have seen no peace’ 
Ethiopia’s Minister of Peace Muferiat Kamil last

week said that al l  displaced people would be
returned to their homes by the end of June, and offi-
cials have denied forcing anyone to return. However
in the town of Yirgecheffe, a stadium housing thou-
sands of displaced people was cleared out by police
ahead of a visit by journalists in late May, another aid
agency official said on condition of anonymity. 

“The government pushing people to return to their
home communities prematurely will only add to the
ongoing suffering,” the US-based Refugees
International said in May. According to World Vision,
only 145,516 people have returned home from Gedeo
and hundreds are still lining up for food aid. 

“There’s a concern that there hasn’t been anything
like sufficient reconciliation to be confident about the
safety of people returning home,” said Davison.
Teketel is one of the lucky ones, having managed to
set up a small shop in Cherqo village in Gedeo. But he
longs to return home to farm his land. “We have seen
no peace since Abiy came to power. Peace is the most
important thing for a human being, not only to farm,
but also to cultivate and eat what is farmed.” —AFP

Hunger levels have become a ‘catastrophe’

Rising misery; Ethiopia struggles 
to stem ethnic tensions, clashes

CHERQO, Ethiopia: Photo shows the remains of a burned house after an ethnic conflict at Cherqo village,
Southern Ethiopia. —AFP

CHERQO: Teketel Memhiru - an Internally Displaced People ( IDP ) sits in front of his house burned during
an ethnic conflict at Cherqo village, Southern Ethiopia. —AFP
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Bomb scare at train station

STOCKHOLM: Police in the southern Swedish city
of Malmo yesterday shot a man at the central train
station who claimed to have a bomb, police and wit-
nesses said. Police said the shooting occurred short-
ly after 10 am when officers responding to emer-
gency calls confronted a man acting in a threatening
manner. Local media quoted several witnesses as
saying that the man, aged around 40, had thrown a
sports bag on the ground and shouted he had a
bomb. After police approached the man he contin-
ued to behave threateningly, spokeswoman Evelina
Olsson told. “A situation developed which required a
police officer to fire their service weapon,” Olsson
said. The man was taken to hospital while the train
station was evacuated and the bomb squad was
called. Police said investigators are waiting to ques-
tion him. —AFP 

Brazil bus accident kills 17

SAO PAULO: A bus carrying 40 people crashed into
several cars killing at least 17 people in southeast
Brazil Sunday night, according to firefighters and
local media. The fire brigade in the Campos de
Jordao area, about 180 kilometers (110 miles) from
Sao Paulo, confirmed to AFP that the accident was
caused when a bus overturned, hitting other vehicles.
Media reported at least 17 deaths and a video shot
by a witness shows a car involved in the accident
turned into a tangled mass of scrap metal. About
41,000 people died on Brazil’s roads in 2016,
according to estimates in the World Health
Organization’s 2018 global road safety report. —AFP 

Algeria detains car tycoon 

ALGIERS: Algerian authorities yesterday detained
an automobile tycoon linked to ousted president
Abdelaziz Bouteflika on charges of corruption, one
of his lawyers said. Mahieddine Tahkout “was
detained along with his son and two of his brothers
on charges of corruption and money laundering”,
lawyer Khaled Bourayou said. The decision to detain
them came a day after they were questioned by an
investigative judge, the official APS news agency
said. Private media said Tahkout, who holds several
foreign car dealerships, was accused of “undue priv-
ileges” under the rule of Bouteflika, who was forced
to step down in April after weeks of protests.
Tahkout and the family members run the Tahkout
Manufacturing Company (TMC) which assembles
vehicles in Algeria for South Korean carmaker
Hyundai. —AFP 

Nigerian gangs 
kill 43 in attacks
KANO: Gunmen on motorbikes killed 43 people in
waves of attacks in northern Nigeria, police said yes-
terday, the latest violence by criminal gangs raiding vil-
lages and stealing livestock. The string of attacks, car-
ried out overnight Saturday to Sunday in Nigeria’s far
northwestern Sokoto state, saw the gangs ride out from
forest hideouts, speeding into villages and unleashing
their weapons.  “They opened fire on the village indis-
criminately,” said Abdullahi Dantani, from the village of

Satiru, where 18 people were murdered. In Sokoto
state’s Rabah district, gunmen rode into four villages-
Rukunni, Tsage, Giire and Kalfu-massacring 25 people.
“Twenty-five people were killed,” said Ibrahim Kaoje,
Sokoto state’s top police officer. 

“Several domestic animals were rustled by the
attackers.” Four people were arrested in connection to
those attacks, Kaoje said, “including a female informant
of the gangs, who was disguised as a mad woman.” In a
separate wave of attacks in Satiru village, in Sokoto’s
Isa district, the raiders shot 18 people, and then stole
animals. “We lost 18 people in the raid by the gunmen,
who came into the village on motorcycles,” said Satiru
village resident Umeh Na-Ta’ala.

The gangs have long been a scourge of rural com-

munities in northern Nigeria, raiding villages, stealing
cattle, burning homes, looting food, and kidnapping for
ransom. The communities have taken up arms to defend
themselves, although the vigilantes are often accused of
extrajudicial killings of suspected bandits.

President Muhammadu Buhari condemned the
killings, expressing “deep shock and sadness” in a
statement issued late Sunday. “Perpetrators and spon-
sors of such dastardly acts (will) be held accountable,”
Buhari vowed. Human Rights Watch yesterday warned
of a “dramatic uptick in banditry, kidnapping, and
killings” in the northwestern states of Kaduna, Katsina
and Zamfara, which borders Sokoto state. “Security
forces have failed to respond effectively to threats to
people’s lives and security,” HRW said. —AFP


