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Firms cut employees’ 
access to Huawei, 
muddying 5G rollout

Some of the world’s biggest tech companies have
told their employees to stop talking about tech-
nology and technical standards with counterparts

at Huawei Technologies Co Ltd in response to the
recent US blacklisting of the Chinese tech firm,
according to people familiar with the matter.
Chipmakers Intel Corp and Qualcomm Inc, mobile
research firm InterDigital Wireless Inc and South
Korean carrier LG Uplus have restricted employees
from informal conversations with Huawei, the world’s
largest telecommunications equipment maker, the
sources said.

Such discussions are a routine part of international
meetings where engineers gather to set technical stan-
dards for communications technologies, including the
next generation of mobile networks known as 5G. The
US Department of Commerce has not banned contact
between companies and Huawei. On May 16, the agency
put Huawei on a blacklist, barring it from doing business
with US companies without government approval, then
a few days later it authorized US companies to interact
with Huawei in standards bodies through August “as
necessary for the development of 5G standards.” The
Commerce Department reiterated that position on
Friday in response to a question from Reuters.

Nevertheless, at least a handful of major US and
overseas tech companies are telling their employees to
limit some forms of direct interaction, the people said, as
they seek to avoid any potential issues with the US gov-
ernment. Intel and Qualcomm said they have provided
compliance instructions to employees, but declined to
comment on them further. A spokesman for InterDigital
said it has provided guidance to engineers to ensure the
company is in compliance with US regulations.

An official with LG Uplus said the company is “vol-
untarily refraining from interacting with Huawei work-
ers, other than meeting for network equipment installa-
tion or maintenance issues”. LG Uplus issued a state-
ment to Reuters that there was no formal policy within
the firm about limiting conversations with Huawei.
Huawei did not provide comment.

5G Slowdown
The new restrictions could slow the rollout of 5G,

which is expected to power everything from high-
speed video transmissions to self-driving cars, accord-
ing to several industry experts. At a 5G standards
meeting last week in Newport Beach, California, par-
ticipants privately expressed alarm to Reuters that the
long-standing cooperation among engineers that is
needed for phones and networks to connect globally
could fall victim to what one participant described as a
“tech war” between the United States and China.

A representative of a European company that has
instituted rules against interaction with Huawei
described people involved in 5G development as
“shaken”. “This could push everyone to their own cor-
ners, and we need cooperation to get to 5G. It should
be a global market,” the person said. To be sure, sever-
al workers at smaller telecoms firms said they had not
been told to avoid discussions with Huawei at stan-
dards meetings, and many vendors continue to support
existing deals with Huawei. It is unclear how much fur-
ther communications with Huawei have been curtailed
in the tech industry, if at all.

“There’s been a lot of misunderstanding from what
I’m seeing and hearing from clients and colleagues, as
far as what the (Commerce Department) restrictions
actually entail,” said Doug Jacobson, a Washington-
based export controls lawyer. He said that companies
prohibiting their employees contacting Huawei was
“excessive, because the restrictions don’t preclude
communication, only the transfer of technology.”

Huawei, whose equipment the United States has
alleged could be used by China to spy, has emerged as
a central figure in the trade war between the world’s
two largest economies. Huawei has repeatedly denied
it is controlled by the Chinese government, military or
intelligence services. China, US, and European compa-
nies have split before on standards for Wi-Fi, cell net-
works and other technologies, and the tit-for-tat over
tariffs between Beijing and Washington has increased
fears of another bifurcation.

Huawei is a top player at various global organiza-
tions that set technical specifications. As one of the
world’s biggest manufacturers of devices like smart-
phones, and the vital parts of networks such as routers
and switches, Huawei will need to be at the standards-
setting table to ensure a seamless customer experience
when 5G networks become prevalent, engineers and
experts said. Engineers and system architects repre-
senting their employers at meetings of the 3rd
Generation Partnership Project (3GPP), a global con-
sortium of industry associations that aims to set 5G
specifications by March 2020, often take formal, gen-
eral discussions into smaller, less documented sessions
as they try to find agreement with rivals. — Reuters

Perhaps the most famous recent inmate at the Tokyo
Detention House, ex-Nissan chief Carlos Ghosn, is
no longer resident, but the prison has thrown open

its doors hoping to answer critics. The facility has no bars
on its windows, gleaming floors and the latest medical
equipment - all put on display on Monday before journal-
ists to rebut critics who say it is a tool in a “hostage jus-
tice” system, where the accused are held potentially indef-
initely to encourage them to confess. “We think the condi-
tions are good,” said the warden, Shigeru Takenaka, as he
led visitors around the facility in Kosuge, whose modern
buildings were completed in 2012 and can house up more
than 3,000 detainees.

At the moment, the facility is only at 60 percent capaci-
ty, with 1,758 occupants, a population that until April
included Ghosn, who has been held at the detention centre
on two separate occasions as prosecutors investigated him
on allegations of financial misconduct. His first stint lasted
108 days from his shock arrest on November 19. He won
bail in March but was re-arrested shortly after and spent
another 21 days at the facility before being freed a second
time. He remains in Tokyo on bail facing four counts of
financial misconduct, which he denies.

‘Balanced’ meals 
During his detention, Ghosn reportedly lost weight and

struggled with the rice-based prison diet. He was unable
to communicate with his family, missing out on calling his
daughter on her birthday. His family and lawyers decried
his treatment and the conditions of his detention, but offi-
cials at Kosuge present the facility as a model, kept
scrupulously clean and well-ordered by its more than 800
employees.

But for the locks on the doors and the uniformed
guards patrolling the corridors, it could be a hospital
instead of a prison, with a population that is 90 percent
male and made up of around 40 nationalities. “The menus
are prepared by nutritionists, they are balanced,” said
Takenaka. Meals are centred around a bowl of rice, served
alongside a main dish of vegetables and fish or meat and a
bowl of soup, and offered three times a day.

Officials say the quantity depends on the activity levels
of detainees, 84 percent of whom are between 20 and 59.
“Those who are on the larger side or do exercise have the
right to larger portions,” added Takenaka, apparently baf-
fled by the foreign criticism of the facility. Like many pris-
ons, the facility also has its own shop, where visitors can
buy snacks, magazines and other items to give detainees.

Preventing suicide attempts 
Officials say there is no violence at the facility and dis-

putes between detainees are rare - even those who occu-
py the 200 cells that are shared, with six people to a 22.5
sq m space. Most of the cells - 1,800 - are individual,
where detainees have 6.5 sq m or slightly more if they
have a Western-style bed instead of a Japanese-style floor
mattress or futon. The rooms are spare - a toilet and sink,
a shelf, bedding and a small table. “Everything is designed
to prevent suicide attempts,” Takenaka said. “For example,
the shelving is bent so that nothing can be attached to it.”

Two or three times a week, detainees can wash in a
facility similar to that at a mid-range Japanese hotel, with
shower and a tub for bathing - also spotlessly clean. And
they have access to an open-air space for exercise of 30
minutes a day, if they choose. Ghosn spent most of his
detention not in a cell but the facility’s medical centre,
which is staffed by nine doctors as well as nurses and open
24 hours a day. Takenaka had no comment on critics who
say detention at the facility is a means of extracting con-
fessions from suspects, but said conditions at the centre
maintained a balance. “They need to be good, but not so
good that living conditions in the prison are better than
those of people living outside,” he said. — AFP 

Tokyo prison opens doors to answer critics 

‘Nobel for food’ 
winner tells world 
to eat more veg

With poor diet now topping smoking as a health hazard, the
world must put good nutrition over empty calories, espe-
cially in emerging Asian economies, according to the win-

ner of a prestigious global prize dubbed the ‘Nobel for food’. Seed
breeder Simon Groot - an octogenarian whose family has cultivated
seeds for hundreds of years - said the world must tackle malnutrition
by boosting vegetable and crop varieties. This was particularly perti-
nent in Asia, he said, as it was growing in wealth and its people were
increasingly opting for starchy, high-calorie rice and meat over nutri-
tious vegetables.

Poor diet has overtaken smoking as the world’s biggest killer,
according to the latest Global Burden of Disease study, causing 20
percent of deaths globally in 2017. “As populations become more
wealthy and as the standard of living goes up, particularly in the rural
areas, they start eating more rice, which nutritionally is not a very
good thing,” said Groot, founder of Dutch East-West Seed. “It’s really
happening in Myanmar now, where income is going up. And it’s hap-
pened in China where they are moving towards more meat consump-
tion,” he said.

Myanmar’s emergence from nearly half a century of iron-fisted
military rule less than a decade ago brought glitzy malls, smart
phones, fast food and Western hotel chains. Its people eat an average
of 155 kg of rice a year, according to a 2016 survey by the country’s
rice federation and Yezin Agricultural University, ensuring Myanmar
has one of the world’s highest rates of rice consumption. Experts say
if the world is to fight a growing malnutrition crisis, agriculture must
shift from producing calories, through staples such as rice, to grow-
ing nutrients, such as fruits, nuts, vegetables and pulses.

Growing pains
It is a fight that Groot has waged for more than 40 years, having

helped millions of small-scale farmers in Asia grow nutritious vegeta-
bles to improve their livelihoods. Groot, whose work has since
expanded to Latin America and Africa, on Monday won The World
Food Prize, founded in 1986 to recognize those who advance the qual-
ity or availability of food. As a sixth-generation seed breeder, Groot,
84, said he started East-West Seed at 47 years old when he noticed
small-scale Asian farmers often struggled with low-quality seeds.

“For a farmer, the reliability of the seeds is so crucial,” Groot told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation in a phone interview. “He’s not
attached to his fertilizer supplier or his pesticide supplier, but he is
emotionally tied to his seed supplier because that determines the
quality of his crops.” Groot said poor yields meant that many would
struggle to make ends meet, leading to poverty and poor family diets.
Millions of smallholders in Asia miss out on new, resilient seeds that
could improve yields in the face of climate change, according to the
Netherlands-based Access to Seeds Foundation.

Diversification could help fight malnutrition globally by bringing
little-known, nutritious foods into the mainstream, which could help
to withstand hostile climates and disease, said the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO). Historically, farmers cultivated at
least 7,000 different plants to eat. Since the 1960s, they have focused
on higher yields, using fertilizers, chemicals and new irrigation meth-
ods, said Britain’s Millennium Seed Bank.

Groot said his organization would keep prioritizing small-scale
farmers to help them grow a diverse array of vegetables, no matter
what his competitors do. — Reuters

This picture taken during a media tour shows an outside corridor leading to individual cells made for physical exercise at the Tokyo Detention House yesterday. — AFP 

Packing a projector: 
US activists stage 
light invasion

The plan of action was nothing new; its out-
come was. Soon after sundown, the activists
made for the heart of the US capital, set up

a powerful projector then shone a giant, illuminat-
ed message onto the dim flank of a government
building. “Discrimination is wrong” read the giant
letters projected onto the side of a Congressional
office building. What happened next was a first for
the activists and helped ignite debate about
whether light projection equals trespass.

“A sergeant rolled up and said we were under
arrest,” said Robby Diesu, who was manning the
projector in the Capitol Hill neighborhood, part of
a collective called DC Action Lab. “I’ve had
numerous interactions with the Capitol Police and
have never had one just arrest me,” the 31-year-
old told the Thomson Reuters Foundation as he
recounted his March arrest.

Light projection as a form of art and means to
protest has been on the rise over the past decade
as the technology has become more affordable.
Used also for mainstream advertising and high-
impact entertainment stunts, it appeals to activists
who want to convey a big message quickly, effec-
tively and cheaply. Since Donald Trump became
president and galvanized grassroots protest, light
activists have focused their anger on Washington,
D.C. - “protest capital of the country” - said
Diesu, who guessed he had been involved in some
300 projections.

As the trend has taken off, so has debate over
whether light projection constitutes a new form of
property trespass, or even amounts to a “light
invasion”, as one court wrote. For Diesu, who said
activists take care to stay on the right side of the
law, the situation seemed preposterous. “We’ve
projected on the Supreme Court, various
embassies, other agencies and private enterprises
... and it’s never been a problem,” he said. “This
question about trespassing - that just seems silly,”
said Diesu, who was not charged in the March
incident. “With projection, I just turn it off, and it’s
gone.”

Legal ambiguity
In the United States, the use of light projection

for protest purposes started to take off in 2011,
with the rise of the left-wing Occupy Wall Street
movement. A half dozen people outfitted a cargo
van with a projector as a “propaganda tool”, said
Emily Andersen, a member of the Illuminator, as
the group is known today. She said the van would
drive around beaming “99 percent” - a reference
to perceived economic inequality and a call to join
the months-long demonstration, which soon
spread nationally.

“From there, the messaging got better or more
pointed, and then other groups would get involved

and wanted to use our projection to further their
causes,” she said. “So now we get involved in a
variety of issues to raise awareness.” Over time,
techniques evolved. The van would stop and proj-
ect rather than move, or members would use fold-
ing tables for projections, she said.

They now teach fellow activists, unions and
groups on college campuses how to project. But
the legality remains unclear, and in some instances,
members were arrested or had equipment confis-
cated. “I never know when we’re going to get shut
down,” she said. “It’s hit or miss. Most of the time,
we’ll be asked to move along.”

The key figure in the capital, Robin Bell, also
got going in 2011, but ramped up significantly after
the election of Trump. The first projection that
made big waves was in 2017, when he and others
projected “Emoluments welcome” on Trump’s lux-
ury downtown hotel, a reference to a debate over
whether the president was benefitting financially
from his position. At first, he would carry a letter
from a lawyer saying that as best as they can tell,
they were within their rights to project light. But
the letter’s tentative tone speaks volumes.

“There really isn’t a definitive answer to where
it begins and ends, and that’s what we’re literally
figuring out now: How do we communicate in a
public space, and how do we do that with this
specific technology?” Bell said. The technology
did not exist when the laws were written, but Bell
saw “little difference between me standing in front
of the Supreme Court and holding a sign, versus
projecting on a wall.”

‘Not traditional sites’
The legal gap needs plugging one way or

another, said University of Virginia associate law
professor Maureen E Brady. “There really is a
need for guidance here,” she said, noting that
social media was awash with confused activists. As
yet, there have been surprisingly few legal deci-
sions dealing with what is an increasingly common
issue, she said. Most legal thinking has been guid-
ed by a 19th-century opinion that stemmed from a
raucous party, in which the court found that unless
light was sufficiently harmful to sleep or damaged
buildings, it was not legally actionable.

Other cases have established that people
should be able to control what message their
property communicates, and that free speech does
not mean people can speak from another’s proper-
ty, potentially including that of the government,
Brady said. In a key case from 2016, a court ruled
that union members who had been projecting
messages onto a business amid a dispute were not
trespassing.

Brady notes that property law offers another
route for clarification: whether the action can be
considered a nuisance. Either way, she expects
legislation or more legal cases that will offer
greater clarity on the issue in the next few years.
For now, the arrest has left a minor - if lasting
effect. “We’re going to avoid Capitol Hill to a cer-
tain extent,” Diesu said. “But the night we got the
equipment back, we were out projecting again - it
won’t stop us overall.” — Reuters 


