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Ferrari plan appeal after Vettel 
second-place Canada furore
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Vettel punished for making an unsafe re-entry to the action after 48 laps

LOS ANGELES: Brad Marchand had a goal and
an assist and Tuukka Rask stopped 28 shots as
the Boston Bruins forced a game seven in the
Stanley Cup finals with a 5-1 win over the St.
Louis Blues on Sunday.

Marchand scored on the powerplay and David
Pastrnak also had a goal and an assist for the
Bruins who leveled the best of seven series at 3-3.
The winner-take-all game seven is Wednesday at
Boston. “The whole hockey world loves a game
seven. May the best team win,” Boston coach
Bruce Cassidy said.

Marchand’s goal snapped a mini scoreless
streak on the powerplay for the visiting Bruins,
who spoiled the Blues’ Stanley Cup party plans to
improve to 8-3 on the road in the postseason.
Game six was St. Louis’ turn to struggle with the
man advantage as they went zero-for-five in front
of a sold out crowd of 18,800 at Enterprise
Arena.

The Bruins have been in this situation before.
In the opening round against Toronto they were
down 3-2 with game six on the road. They rallied
to win the series in seven games. A victory by the
Blues Sunday night would have ended the longest
wait in NHL history — 51 seasons-for a team to
win its first championship.

But they still stand on the cusp of history
heading into game seven. They need one more
win to complete an improbable turnaround after a
season in which they were in last place in the
NHL in early January.

The Blues playoff run has taken the city by
storm. People who couldn’t afford the $2,000 for
a scalper ticket started lining up four hours
before the opening puck drop on nearby Market
Street for a watch party.

“Listen, if you told me four months ago we
would be in the finals in game seven, I think I
would take it,” said Blues coach Craig Berube.
“We have been a good road team. We have won
twice up there in this series so we are a confident
group.”

The excitement seemed to get the best of the
team and the city earlier on Sunday, when the
Blues mistakenly revealed some info on their vic-
tory parade plans in a letter that club owner Tom
Stillman sent to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

Stillman wrote the letter as part of a package
of congratulatory advertisements and notices
which were mistakenly posted on the newspaper
website Sunday before being taken down. In the
letter Stillman said the victory parade would take
place on Market Street.

Rask was Boston’s best player Sunday making
several clutch saves, but none bigger than one he
combined on with defenceman Charlie McAvoy in
the second period.  With Boston holding a slim 1-
0 lead, defenceman McAvoy prevented a a goal
by batting a fluttering puck out of mid air into the
back of Rask, who reached behind to try to trap it
in his jersey. Rask then glided to the far right side
of his crease so it didn’t drop down into the goal.

Brandon Carlo, Karson Kuhlman and Zdeno
Chara also scored for the Bruins. Ryan O’Reilly,
who is one of the frontrunners for the Stanley
Cup MVP award if St. Louis win, scored the lone
goal and rookie netminder Jordan Binnington
made 27 saves.

“We’re confident,” said O’Reilly. “We are a
great road team. Maybe that’s our story, we have
to get it done on the road.” —AFP

Rask spoils Blues’ 
party as Bruins 
dominate to keep 
playoff hopes alive

MONTREAL: Ferrari announced yesterday their inten-
tion to appeal the controversial five-second time penal-
ty that cost Sebastian Vettel his first victory of the sea-
son in the Canadian Grand Prix. In a move that requires
the Italian team formally to support their decision with
new evidence within 96 hours, Ferrari kept alive the
controversy that followed the stewards’ mid-race
penalty and resulted in a petulant demonstration of his
fury afterwards by the German driver.

Vettel was punished for making an unsafe re-entry
to the action after 48 laps after running off track and
across a strip of grass, his move squeezing Lewis
Hamilton of Mercedes towards a wall and blocking him
from trying to take the lead.

Vettel went on to win the race ‘on the road’, but after
his time penalty was applied he dropped to second and
Hamilton claimed a record-equalling seventh victory in
Canada. In his annoyance, Vettel launched a tirade
against the race stewards, stormed away from the
immediate post-race interviews, moved a number two
sign from his car to Hamilton’s vehicle and declared the
race had been stolen from him and Ferrari.

His team chief Mattia Binotto remained calm, but
defiant, saying “we won the race.” Ferrari later notified
the sport’s ruling body, the International Motoring
Federation (FIA) of their intentions and now have until
Thursday to supply fresh evidence.

Hamilton, who made clear Vettel’s re-entry was dan-
gerous, later admitted if their positions had been
reversed, he would have done the same. “I watched the
replay,” he said.  “It was obviously very close. If I was

in the lead and I made a mistake and went wide, I prob-
ably would have done the same thing because it hap-
pened so quick and you’re just trying to hold your
position,” he added.

“When I say I would do the same, I would try to
squeeze him too. That’s ultimately what happened.”
Hamilton, however, defended the existence of the rule
which led to the penalty. “Say you didn’t have that rule.
I would have kept it lit and we would have crashed. So,
one way or not, it was going to go badly,” he said.

He said Vettel’s move to squeeze his attack was
understandable. “It’s a natural instinct that you have.
You’re not going to go ‘actually, I better pull to the left
and let everybody go by’. He did block me, but, unfor-
tunately he went off-track,” he said.

“Ferrari were so strong this weekend - a really for-
midable force. “We were lucky to be in the battle with
them because they could have had a one-two if they
had a front row, for example, but, luckily, I was able to
stop that.”

Hamilton also rejected suggestions comparing
Vettel’s mishap to the 2008 Belgian Grand Prix, where
he was handed a post-race time penalty that gave a
race win to Ferrari’s Felipe Massa, the last incident of
this type to decide a race.

“It was a lot different, but I do understand what it’s
like to lose a race and it’s definitely not the way you
want to win,” he said. It was the 12th time a driver who
‘won’ a Grand Prix race was stripped of victory.

Hamilton’s fifth win of the season and third in suc-
cession was also the 78th of his career and lifted him 29

points clear of Mercedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas in
the title race. Bottas finished fourth behind Charles
Leclerc in the second Ferrari, the first time this season

Mercedes had failed to finish with both drivers on the
podium. Bottas, however, did clock the fastest lap of the
race to gain a bonus point. — AFP

MONTREAL:  Lewis Hamilton of Great Britain and Mercedes GP and Sebastian Vettel of Germany and Ferrari
talk with Martin Brundle on the podium during the F1 Grand Prix of Canada at Circuit Gilles Villeneuve in
Montreal, Canada. —AFP

TALCAHUANO: GAZOO Racing (GR) World Rally
Team and driver Ott Tanak clinched their second victo-
ries of the season recently at the inaugural Rally Chile
in Talcahuano during the sixth round of the 2019 FIA’s
World Rally Championship (WRC). Tanak completed
an outstanding performance in the No. 8 Toyota Yaris
WRC to secure the fastest time on the rally-ending
Power Stage during the demanding 4-day event, gain-
ing extra points to climb up to second place in the driv-
ers’ championship.

Tanak finished 1.3 seconds faster than anyone else in
the Power Stage, as he and co-driver Martin Jarveoja
clinched overall victory by 23.1 seconds. The result saw
GR World Rally Team maintain second position in the
manufacturers’ championship and close the gap on the
leading team to just 29 points.

Akio Toyoda, Team Chairman, commented: “I would
like to congratulate Tanak and Jarveoja on their excep-
tional second win of the season, which took place in
Chile, and thank all our fans worldwide for their sup-
port. I am very pleased to see that the team ran through
all the stages flat out and stood on the top of the podi-
um with smiles. The points earned by this big effort by
all the team members under Tommi Makinen’s leader-
ship will be highly valuable later this season. Now, the
WRC will move to gravel rounds in Europe. We will
work hard together with one heart to help the six driv-
ers and co-drivers and three Yaris WRC bring more
good news to our fans.”

Ott Tanak, Driver of the No. 8 Toyota Yaris WRC,
said: “It’s great to take this victory here on the first time
in Chile. It was a very demanding event, and required a
lot of focus to avoid mistakes. Today wasn’t easy. With
our rivals pushing hard behind, we had to keep going
and we collected maximum points from the Power
Stage. To fight back like this following the last couple of
events with a perfect weekend is very positive. It was
really important, especially for the team, to keep the
motivation high and keep pushing, and this kind of
result definitely does that. Now we are looking forward
- we are back in the fight.”

The WRC returns to Europe for Rally Portugal from
30 May to 2 June. Based in Matosinhos near Porto in
the north of the country, the event features classic
stages on sandy and rocky roads. Grip can be hard to
find on the soft roads, while rocks may be exposed and
deep ruts can form on the second pass, making for
challenging driving conditions and an exciting contest.

Toyota Yaris WRC 
races to victory in 
first Rally Chile

SYDNEY: Australian tennis legend Rod Laver says
Ashleigh Barty will be “a tough lady to beat” at
Wimbledon in July as he and fellow great Margaret
Court heaped praise on the new French Open champion.

Barty’s 6-1, 6-3 thrashing of Czech teenager
Marketa Vondrousova in the Roland Garros final pro-
pelled her to number two in the world and Laver said
she had all the attributes to win on grass, a surface she
favours over clay.

“There are some other big girls out there that are
big servers and have good ground strokes but Ash is
tenacious, has a good drop shot, good angles, good
anticipation,” Laver, who was in Paris to witness the
final, told the Sydney Morning Herald.

“I really think she’ll be a tough lady to beat.” Since
famously taking a break from tennis late in 2014 to play
professional cricket, Barty has returned with a new
focus and Laver said it was clear her confidence was
much higher. “You could see her concentration has
been much better. Sometimes before, when she missed
something she would have a ‘hang-dog’ look about her
if she missed a forehand,” said the 80-year-old, who
won two French Open titles among his 11 Grand Slams.

“She would drop away and maybe think, ‘This game
is too tough to play’. But now everything she hits is
perfect.” Barty was the first Australian woman to win in
Paris since the last of Court’s five singles titles there in
1973 — against Chris Evert-and the 24-time Grand
Slam winner said she wasn’t surprised at her success.

“I’ve watched most of her matches throughout the
year and I’ve seen the improvement. She’s got a very
good all-round game,” Court told reporters. “She can
hit through the ball. She can slice, volley, she’s got a
good serve and smashes well. There’s an all-round
game. There’s not a weakness there.” 

And in an era when Australia is more used to the

antics of Nick Kyrgios and Bernard Tomic, she also
praised the 23-year-old for her “wonderful tempera-
ment”. “She is a very good role model. She is good for
our nation. I think she is very refreshing.”

Meanwhile, five-times Wimbledon champion Venus
Williams will play in the Birmingham grasscourt event
later this month after accepting a wildcard. The
American, 38, has never played in the competition
before but will join French Open champion Ashleigh
Barty and world number one Naomi Osaka in the draw
as the build-up to Wimbledon continues.

“I’m really excited to be playing in Birmingham for
the first time. I always love playing on grass in front of
British crowds and have heard wonderful things about
the tournament,” the seven-times Grand Slam singles
champion said.

Czech Petra Kvitova, a double Wimbledon champion, is
also playing. Spain’s former Wimbledon champion Garbine
Muguruza has withdrawn because of a left leg injury. The
tournament runs from June 15-22.  — Agencies

Laver says Barty 
‘tough to beat’ 
at Wimbledon

OTTAWA: Rory McIlroy blitzed the field at the
Canadian Open on Sunday, firing a scintillating nine-
under 61 to run away with the title by a massive seven
strokes less than a week before the US Open.

McIlroy, who flirted with a 59, put on a golf clinic,
rolling in nine birdies, one eagle and two bogeys for a
22-under 258 total and a dominating victory over
runner-ups Shane Lowry of Ireland and American
Webb Simpson.

“It was awesome,” said McIlroy, who claimed his
sixth career national open title in his Canadian debut.
“I said at the start that I wanted to be aggressive and
play with freedom.  “This will give me so much confi-
dence. This is a huge tournament and I am so proud
of myself.

“I am going to take a lot from this and I am so
excited for next week (US Open).” The four-time
major championship winner tied his career best when
he shot a 61 in the third round of the Wells Fargo
Championship in 2015. His previous best closing
score to win a tournament was a 62 at the Quail
Hollow Championship in 2010. 

McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, began the day with a
share of the lead with Simpson and Matt Kuchar at
13-under at the Hamilton Golf and Country Club in
Hamilton, Ontario. He was making his Canadian Open
debut and improved with each round, shooting 67, 66,
64, before opening the birdie floodgates on Sunday.

Lowry, who shot a closing round of 67, and
Simpson, who shot a 68, finished at 15-under 265, two
shots ahead of fourth place finishers Brandt Snedeker
(69) and Matt Kuchar (70). The four-time major win-
ner McIlroy was part of a strong field at the Canadian
Open, which this year serves as the final tune up
before the US Open.—AFP

McIlroy captures 
Canadian Open with 
career-tying 61

PARIS: Australia’s Ashleigh Barty kisses the trophy
Suzanne Lenglen after winning against Czech
Republic’s Marketa Vondrousova at the end of the
women’s singles final match on day fourteen of The
Roland Garros 2019 French Open tennis tournament in
Paris on June 8, 2019. — AFP


