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Muncy’s HR stands up as Dodgers blank Giants 1-0

SAN DIEGO: Wil Myers #4 of the San Diego Padres steals second base ahead of the tag of Trea Turner #7 of the Washington Nationals during the fifth inning of a baseball game at Petco Park  in San Diego, California. — AFP

SAN DIEGO: Pinch hitter Howie Kendrick, Trea Turner,
Adam Eaton and Anthony Rendon connected on four
consecutive eighth-inning home runs off San Diego
reliever Craig Stammen on Sunday afternoon to break
a tie and lead the visiting Washington Nationals to a 5-
2 victory over the Padres. The four homers came in a
span of seven pitches with one out in the eighth. It was
the second time in Nationals history that players had
connected on four straight home runs, the first being
on July 27, 2017, against Milwaukee. Sunday marked
the ninth time in major league history that a team hit
four consecutive homers. The Nationals are the only
team to do it twice. The Padres are the only team to
twice give up four straight homers, also doing so
against the Los Angeles Dodgers in 2006. Kendrick’s
one-out drive to left snapped a 1-1 tie between
Nationals starter Stephen Strasburg (7-3) and the
Padres’ game-long group of bullpen pitchers. Stammen
(4-3) was the fourth of five relievers deployed by San
Diego. Strasburg gave up one run in seven innings.

DODGERS 1, GIANTS 0
Max Muncy’s first-inning home run was all starting

pitcher Walker Buehler needed as Los Angeles earned
a fiery victory at San Francisco. Buehler (7-1) gave up
five hits over seven scoreless innings with a walk and
nine strikeouts as the Dodgers rallied to win the three-
game series after a defeat on Friday. Giants starter
Madison Bumgarner (3-6) was nearly as good as
Buehler, giving up one run on four hits over seven

innings with a walk and five strikeouts. Thinking
Muncy took too long to go into his home run trot,
Bumgarner shouted at the Dodgers’ left-handed hitter
before Muncy even reached first base. Muncy first
reacted by brushing his hands toward Bumgarner as he
approached first base, then appeared to invite the
pitcher for a physical altercation as he jogged between
first and second base. The two shouted at each other
off and on until Muncy crossed the plate.

YANKEES 7, INDIANS 6 (10 INNINGS)
Aaron Hicks belted an RBI double with two outs in

the 10th inning as visiting New York rebounded to top
Cleveland after squandering a pair of leads. New York
scored five runs with two outs in the second inning and
another in the ninth, only to see Cleveland rally to
forge a tie on both occasions. The Yankees claimed a
7-6 lead in the 10th after Cameron Maybin launched a
double to deep center off Oliver Perez (1-1) with one
out before Hicks doubled to left-center one out later.
Aroldis Chapman (1-1) picked up the win after his bid
for his 16th straight save went awry following an error
by shortstop Didi Gregorius with two outs in the ninth.

RAYS 6, RED SOX 1
Brandon Lowe homered twice among three hits,

while Yandy Diaz also went deep and had four hits as
visiting Tampa Bay powered past Boston in the finale
of a four-game series. Tampa Bay hit four homers in
the contest, all solo shots. Blake Snell (4-5) gave up

one run on five hits and struck out seven in six innings
as the Rays took three of four in the key division
series. The Red Sox were held to two or fewer runs in
all three losses. Eduardo Rodriguez (6-4) was tagged
for four runs on seven hits over 5 2/3 innings, striking
out seven and walking two.

CUBS 5, CARDINALS 1
Kyle Schwarber drove in two runs, Kyle Hendricks

won his sixth consecutive decision, and Chicago pulled
away to complete a three-game sweep of visiting St
Louis. Carlos Gonzalez homered while Anthony Rizzo
and David Bote also drove in one run apiece for the
Cubs. Kolten Wong hit an RBI double for the Cardinals,
who lost for the fourth time in their past five games.
Hendricks (7-4) allowed one run on eight hits in seven
innings, walking none and striking out three. Cardinals
starter Adam Wainwright (5-6) exited the game after 4
1/3 innings because of left hamstring tightness. He
allowed three runs on seven hits while walking one and
striking out two.

BRAVES 7, MARLINS 6 (12 INNINGS)
Ronald Acuna Jr. tied the score with a three-run

homer in the ninth, and Matt Joyce hit an RBI single in
the 12th as the Atlanta won at Miami. Closer Sergio
Romo gave up four runs in the ninth-including Acuna’s
homer-and fellow Marlins reliever Tyler Kinley gave up
a run in the 10th before Adam Conley (1-6) took the loss
in the 12th. Ozzie Albies sparked the winning rally by
diving into third with a one-out triple. He scored on a

single by Joyce, who went 3-for-4 from the No. 8 hole.
Dan Winkler (3-1) got the win for Atlanta, and Josh
Tomlin picked up his first career save in his 205th
appearance.

TWINS 12, TIGERS 2
Nelson Cruz blasted one of Minnesota’s four home

runs among his three hits and drove in three runs as the
Twins routed host Detroit. Eddie Rosario supplied
three hits, including a homer, scored two runs and
knocked in two more while Byron Buxton ripped a two-
run homer and scored twice. Miguel Sano also home-
red, C.J. Cron had two hits and two RBIs and Ehire
Adrianza scored three runs. Twins starter Jake Odorizzi
(9-2) gave up one run on five hits in six innings and
struck out eight. Detroit starter Ryan Carpenter (1-3)
surrendered eight runs on 10 hits in 3 2/3 innings.

ASTROS 4, ORIOLES 0
Yordan Alvarez homered in his second career

plate appearance to support a strong outing from
veteran Wade Miley as Houston claimed the rubber
match of its three-game series with Baltimore.
Alvarez, the Astros’ third-ranked prospect according
to MLB Pipeline, broke a scoreless tie with his two-
run, opposite-field homer off Orioles starter Dylan
Bundy (3-7) with two outs in the fourth inning. Miley
(6-3) completed his afternoon having allowed six hits
and two walks while recording five strikeouts over
six-plus innings.

Nationals use 4 HRs to subdue Padres 

DOHA: First-timers Qatar go into the Copa America
with the young team riding high following their triumph
in the Asian Cup but humbled by “higher calibre” com-
petition than they encountered in the Emirates.

Head coach Felix Sanchez also said that the tourna-
ment would be a “significant step in our journey
towards the World Cup” which Qatar will host in 2022.
“We’ll play against experienced teams that are certain-
ly of a higher calibre than what we saw at the Asian
tournament,” he said in an interview with FIFA ahead of

the Brazil tournament.
“Our group includes Argentina, whose abilities are

well known, and Colombia, who are exceptionally good
performers, whether at World Cups or the Copa
America. Paraguay also boast a pedigreed history.”

The South American continental championship gets
underway on June 14 with the hosts Brazil looking for
their first title since 2007.    “So, I believe these match-
es will serve as an important staging post for me and
the players. They’ll tell us where we currently stand and
what we need to do in the next phase,” added Sanchez.

Qatar got off to a cautious start in a friendly against
Brazil who won 2-0, although the visitors’ credible per-
formance was overshadowed by Neymar’s travails. The
forward, who is facing rape accusations he strongly
denies, sprained his ankle and was forced to limp off
the pitch on crutches, ruling him out of the tournament.

“It was a great game for us. (But) we should learn
from our mistakes,” said a Qatar team official. “In the

second half we played better.” The side, which with
Japan was invited to make up the required 12 teams, has
struck a cautious tone ahead of their highest profile
outing since the Asian Cup.

Qatar’s inclusion in the Copa America initially
raised eyebrows but both they and Japan reached the
Asian Cup final in Abu Dhabi. Qatar triumphed in that
tournament going from zero points at the last Asian
Cup to their first continental title in record-breaking
style, beating Japan 3-1. Forward Almoez Ali’s bicycle
kick helped bring home the trophy and broke Ali
Daei’s 23-year-old mark for goals at a single Asian
Cup. Ali said the Copa was all about learning for
Qatar, continuing the methodical approach which has
already paid dividends.

“We’re not expecting to win, but just to learn
because after the World Cup, the Copa America is the
biggest competition in the world,” Ali said following
the Asian Cup win. “The weakest teams are in Asia,

Asia is the weakest continent for football so in the
Copa America we will learn more.” The team source
acknowledged to AFP that “it won’t be easy”. Qatar
also has one eye clearly fixed on the 2022 World Cup.
“You have to always focus on your overriding goal.
The state of Qatar is heading towards a historic event:
hosting the 2022 World Cup,” said Sanchez who was
given a mandate last month to lead Qatar into the
global soccer spectacle when his contract was
extended to 2022. 

“We need to make sure the squad are in top form
and up to the nation’s expectations. This means that
we’ll not be participating just for its own sake, but
that we’re determined to leave our mark on World
Cup history, especially since this will be Qatar’s first
World Cup. “Our participation in the 2019 Copa
America can be seen as a significant step in our jour-
ney towards the World Cup, a journey that we start-
ed some time ago.”  —AFP

Brazil trip ‘significant 
step’ for Qatar ahead 
of 2022 World Cup


