
WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump said
Wednesday that he would be willing to accept
information from a foreign country on his oppo-
nent in the 2020 election race, after years of
denying Moscow helped him win office. Trump
team contacts with Russians during the 2016
presidential race led to special counsel Robert
Mueller’s probe into possible collusion and ob-
struction of justice, as well as several similar and
ongoing efforts in Congress.

The Russia issue has consumed the Trump
presidency for the past two years, and his new
remarks suggested he still sees nothing wrong
with a US political candidate accepting help
from a foreign power. “I think you might want to
listen... there’s nothing wrong with listening,”
Trump said when asked by ABC News what he
would do if a country such as Russia or China
offered him such information.  He denied the
suggestion that that would amount to foreign
meddling in a US election.

“It’s not an interference, they have informa-
tion — I think I’d take it,” Trump said. “If I
thought there was something wrong, I’d go
maybe to the FBI — if I thought there was
something wrong,” Trump said. Mueller’s report
on his investigation stated that while there was
insufficient evidence to charge Trump with crim-
inal conspiracy, he was happy enough to benefit
from Russian dirty tricks.

Impeachment call 
Democratic presidential frontrunner Joe Biden

said that Trump was “welcoming” foreign inter-
ference in US voting. “This isn’t about politics. It
is a threat to our national security. An American
President should not seek their aid and abet those
who seek to undermine democracy,” Biden said
on Twitter. Another Democratic presidential
hopeful, Elizabeth Warren, seized on Trump’s
comments to repeat her strident calls for him to
be impeached.

“The #MuellerReport made it clear: A foreign
government attacked our 2016 elections to sup-
port Trump, Trump welcomed that help, and
Trump obstructed the investigation,” Warren
tweeted. “Now, he said he’d do it all over again.
It’s time to impeach Donald Trump.” Democrats
in Congress continue to seek testimony and in-
formation as they press the president with multi-
ple investigations — mostly related to Russia
meddling, obstruction and the 2016 election —
and are debating among themselves whether
there is enough evidence and political space to
pursue impeachment. 

The president’s remarks came on the same day
that his son Donald Jr was grilled by US senators
about his contacts with Russians. The younger
Trump likely faced questioning about his role in
arranging meeting at Trump Tower in June 2016
that included his father’s son-in-law Jared Kush-

ner, then-campaign manager Paul Manafort, and
a Russian lawyer offering dirt on Democratic
nominee Hillary Clinton. “If it’s what you say, I love
it,” Trump Jr had written in response to a 2016
email offering the information. 

Some Democrats suspect Trump Jr may have
lied in previous testimony in 2017 about what he and
his father knew about the now-infamous meeting,

as well as other connections between the Trump
campaign and Russia. The Trump team had initially
tried to cover up the meeting, providing conflicting
stories about its purpose and what happened.
Mueller’s report detailed how the president’s former
lawyer Michael Cohen recalled that Trump Jr may
have told his father about the meeting. The president
has denied knowing about it ahead of time. — AFP 
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Trump says he would take foreign 
info on 2020 presidential opponent

Mexico frees 
migrant-rights 
activists jailed 
MEXICO CITY: A Mexican court freed two migrant-
rights activists Wednesday who were arrested on human-
trafficking charges last week amid Mexico’s negotiations
to try to avoid US President Donald Trump’s threatened
tariffs over migration. A judge in the southern state of Chi-
apas dismissed all charges against Irineo Mujica and
Cristobal Sanchez, activists with the group People Without
Borders (Pueblo Sin Fronteras), which has helped organize
caravans of Central American migrants trekking toward the
United States.

“We remain very worried by the campaign to criminal-
ize migrants and human-rights activists under political
pressure from the United States government,” the group
said in a statement. After being freed, Sanchez said at a
press conference that he and Mujica are “the first political
prisoners of the ‘Fourth Transformation,’” a phrase coined
by leftist Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador to refer to his plan to radically transform the gov-
ernment. “The sector that has been hit the hardest by this
transformation has been the migrants,” said the activist.
“Anyone who assumes a leadership role within a migrant
caravan passing through Mexico is singled out, perse-
cuted, imprisoned and subsequently deported,” Sanchez
added. Mujica added: “If they continue to invent crimes, if
they continue with this corruption, then we don’t really
have a Fourth Transformation.” — AFP 

Trump Jr grilled 
by US senators, 
says unconcerned
about perjury
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump Jr wrapped up a return interview
Wednesday with US lawmakers who questioned him about his
contacts with Russians, with the president’s eldest son dismissing
concerns he may have perjured himself in his 2017 testimony. The
41-year-old appeared relaxed as he emerged from a three-hour
closed-door session with the Senate Intelligence Committee as
part of the Republican-led panel’s two-year investigation of Russ-
ian interference in the 2016 US presidential election.

Trump Jr, who helms the Trump Organization collection of busi-
nesses that his real estate billionaire father ran for decades, earlier
told reporters there was “nothing to correct” from his previous
comments to the committee. After his interview, he maintained he
had been consistent. “I don’t think I changed anything of what I
said because there was nothing to change,” Trump Jr said. “I’m
glad that this is finally over (and) we’re able to put some final clar-
ity on that.”

Asked if he was worried about perjury, Trump Jr responded: “Not
at all.” Trump Jr likely faced questioning about his role in arranging
a Trump Tower meeting in June 2016 that included his father’s son-
in-law Jared Kushner, then-campaign manager Paul Manafort, and
a Russian lawyer offering dirt on Democratic nominee Hillary Clin-
ton. “If it’s what you say, I love it,” Trump Jr had written in response
to a 2016 email offering the information in a meeting. 

Some Democrats suspect Trump Jr may have lied in previous
testimony in 2017 about what he and his father knew about the

now-infamous meeting, as well as other connections between the
Trump campaign and Russia. The Trump team had initially tried to
cover up the meeting, providing conflicting stories about its pur-
pose and what happened. Robert Mueller’s Russia report, submit-
ted in April, detailed how the president’s former lawyer Michael
Cohen recalled that Trump Jr may have told his father about the
meeting; the president has denied knowing about it ahead of time.

‘Clarification’ 
On Wednesday, Trump Jr said he provided “clarification” to the

intelligence panel, and pointed out that Cohen himself is currently
serving a prison sentence for campaign finance violations and lying
to Congress. In an interview with ABC News broadcast Wednes-
day, Trump said that if a foreign power, say Russia or China, offered
him information on his opponent in the 2020 election he would
probably accept it.

“It’s not an interference, they have information — I think I’d
take it,” Trump said. “If I thought there was something wrong, I”d
go maybe to the FBI — if I thought there was something wrong.”
The Mueller report stated that while there was insufficient evi-
dence to charge Trump with criminal conspiracy, the Trump cam-
paign in 2016 apparently had no objections to getting help from
Russians and hoped to benefit from such assistance.

Trump Jr also likely faced questions about plans to build a
Trump Tower in Moscow, a project that continued well into the
2016 presidential campaign despite Trump’s team saying the deal
had fallen through. Both issues highlighted questions about
whether the Trump campaign colluded with Russians in their in-
terference in the election.

Hope Hicks to testify 
Democrats in the House and Senate continue to seek testimony

and information as they press the president with multiple investi-
gations, mostly related to Russia meddling, obstruction and the
2016 election. Democrats are debating among themselves whether
there is enough evidence and political space to pursue an im-
peachment motion against Trump. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: In this file photo taken on June 29, 2017, US President Donald Trump speaks at the En-
ergy Department. — AFP 


