
BWERA: A grandmother in Uganda has died
from Ebola, health officials said yesterday, the
second fatality in the country since a major out-
break in Democratic Republic of Congo crossed
the border. Health Minister Jane Ruth Aceng an-
nounced Wednesday that Uganda had recorded
three cases of Ebola in the first known cross-
border spread since an outbreak began in east-
ern Congo last August.

The patients were from a family of six, includ-
ing four children, that travelled to Congo to care
for a relative and later attended his burial after
he died of Ebola. Upon returning to Uganda two
brothers — aged five and three — and the 50-
year-old grandmother tested positive for the
virus, and the family was quarantined in Bwera,
a border town in the country’s west. The older
boy died Tuesday — the first Ebola fatality in
Uganda since the start of the Congo outbreak
that has seen more than 2,000 cases recorded,
around two-thirds of which have been fatal.

A health ministry official said yesterday the
grandmother had also died overnight. “The de-
ceased has been confirmed as the grandmother
of the five-year-old boy who died. Both victims
had attended the burial of an Ebola patient in
Congo, but returned to Uganda,” the official said
on condition of anonymity. The official said
arrangements were being made to bury the
woman in Kasese, the western district bordering
Congo where her grandson was laid to rest
Wednesday.

About 25,000 people cross the district’s main
border crossing of Mpwonde at a daily basis,
according to the DRC health ministry. The World
Health Organization also confirmed the woman
had succumbed to the hemorrhagic virus. WHO
said 27 others in contact with the family had
been placed under close monitoring. Uganda’s
health ministry said frontline health workers
were due to be vaccinated Friday with a new
drug designed to protect them against the virus.

Porous border 
East Africa has been on high alert since the

outbreak was declared in the eastern DRC
provinces of North Kivu and Ituri. WHO said 12
members of the family that attended the burial
in Congo were placed in isolation in the DRC,
but six “escaped and crossed over to Uganda”
on June 9. But the next day, the five-year-old
was checked into hospital in Bwera vomiting
blood. Tests confirmed he had Ebola and the
family placed in an isolation ward.

Aceng said challenges remained at “unofficial
entry points” between Congo and Uganda,
which share a porous 875-kilometre border. Ac-
cording to the WHO, Uganda has vaccinated
nearly 4,700 health workers in 165 facilities, as
it seeks to contain the virus in the country’s west.
Uganda has experienced several outbreaks in
the past, most recently in 2012, while in 2000
more than 200 people died in an outbreak in the
north of the country.

South Sudan has also declared a state of alert
and vaccinated health workers. WHO will hold
an emergency meeting Friday to determine
whether to declare the outbreak “a public health
emergency of international concern,” a major
shift in mobilization against the disease. The
emergency committee had in October and again
in April held off doing this, partly because the

virus remained contained in one part of DRC.
The DRC has struggled to contain the outbreak,
the tenth in the country since the disease was
identified in 1976. Efforts have been hampered
both by militia attacks on treatment centers and
by the hostility of some local people to the med-
ical teams. Five workers have been killed, ac-
cording to an AFP tally. — AFP 
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MPONDWE: A health worker monitors to ensure that people wash their hands at the Mpondwe Health
Screening Facility in the Uganda border town with the Democratic Republic of Congo. — AFP

The first known cross-border spread since an outbreak began

Second patient dies of Ebola 
in Uganda, says health official

Ecuador 
approves LGBT
marriage
QUITO: Ecuador’s highest court on Wednesday
approved same-sex marriage in a landmark ruling
in the traditionally Catholic and conservative
South American country. LGBT and human rights
activists erupted in celebration in Quito and the
port city of Guayaquil, waving the rainbow flags
that symbolize the gay rights movement.

The Constitutional Court said same-sex mar-
riage had been approved in a five-to-four vote
of its nine judges in a closed door hearing.
Ecuador, where the church is very influential,
thus joins Argentina, Brazil and Colombia in rec-
ognizing same-sex marriage. “It means that
Ecuador is more egalitarian,” said lawyer Chris-
tian Paula of the Patka Foundation, which pro-
vides legal advice for around 10 same-sex
couples seeking to marry in the country. “It rec-
ognizes that human rights must be for all people
without discrimination.” 

The four dissenting judges argued that in
order to recognize same-sex marriage, consti-
tutional reform would have to be debated in the
National Assembly. Gustavo Medina, a former
Supreme Court president, told AFP that
Ecuadoran authorities were obliged to abide by
decisions of the Constitutional Court, which

were “binding and mandatory.” Ecuador has
recognized de facto civil unions for same-sex
couples since 2015.

The Constitutional Court approved same-sex
marriage as it ruled on lawsuits by two pairs of
men who wanted to wed. The men in one of
those couples are named Efrain Soria and Javier
Benalcazar. “I want to say hello to Javier, who is
in Guayaquil. Honey, I love you,” Soria told re-
porters in the capital Quito. He urged other gays
to stop hiding and “enjoy the happiness that
comes from being equal, like anyone else.”

Ecuador’s current constitution defines mar-
riage as the union between a man and a woman.
The charter, ratified in 2008, also bars same-sex
couples from adopting children. But the judges
that approved same-sex marriage said they
based their decision on the idea that all people
are equal. They also said they sought to counter
any kind of discrimination. In Foch Plaza in
downtown Quito, two women who have been
fighting since 2013 for the right to marry staged
a symbolic wedding right after the court deci-
sion was announced. Pamela Troya and Gabriela
Correa sat formally in chairs for the ceremony
and when Troya was asked the big question, she
said: “Today, I say yes. A big yes. A giant yes. I
want to be your wife.” 

Others in the crowd shouted in approval,
hugged and kissed. Troya later told reporters the
fight for same sex marriage in Ecuador had been
long and hard, and at times she thought it was a
lost cause. “Finally, today is an historic day for
Ecuador because it is a little more fair and egal-
itarian,” she said. — AFP 

TAIPAI: Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen is
set to seek a second term after she success-
fully saw off a primary challenge yesterday
from within her own party to stand as their
candidate. The island goes to the polls in Jan-
uary to elect a new president, in a contest set
to be dominated by relations with China. The
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) — which
Beijing loathes — announced that Tsai had
comfortably beaten former premier William
Lai in a primary decided by opinion polls.

“My most important responsibility now is
to unite all forces... to protect Taiwan’s
democracy, to defend the fruits of reforms and
to solidify our national sovereignty,” Tsai told
reporters. Tsai was elected in 2016 as the is-
land’s first female leader, defeating the China-
friendly Kuomintang (KMT) party which
oversaw an unprecedented thaw in cross-
strait ties but began to unnerve many voters
with its perceived coziness to the mainland.

Beijing promptly cut communication with
her government, ramped up military drills and
poached several of Taiwan’s dwindling diplo-
matic allies because Tsai refuses to acknowl-
edge that the self-ruled island is part of “one
China”. Tsai hails from the more moderate

wing of her party. Her challenger Lai is an
open supporter of Taiwanese independence,
something that Beijing has always maintained
is a red-line.

Taiwan has been ruled separately since
the end of a civil war in 1949 but China still
views it as its territory and has vowed to
take the island, by force if necessary. The
KMT has yet to announce their candidate
but it is likely to be either Taiwan’s richest
man Terry Gou — the owner of electronics
giant Foxconn — or Han Kuo-yu, a populist
mayor and party outsider who has had a
meteoric rise in recent months.

Both favor much warmer ties with China,
a stance that often appeals to older conser-
vative voters but rattles many younger peo-
ple who have increasingly embraced a
distinctly Taiwanese identity and mistrust
the authoritarian mainland. “Both potential
KMT candidates are seen as China-friendly.
It could be a fight between either of them
and the DPP’s candidate who vows to de-
fend sovereignty. And it remains to be seen
which side the public will support,” Wang
Yeh-lih, a political analyst at National Tai-
wan University. — AFP  

Taiwan’s Tsai to seek re-election
after defeating challenger


