
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Friday, June 14, 2019

Friday 17

AHMEDABAD: High winds and heavy rains
pounded western India yesterday as a major cy-
clone expected to hit the coast veered away in-
stead into the Arabian Sea. Vayu, classified as a
very severe cyclonic storm, moved north-north-
westwards in the night over the Arabian Sea, and
was around 110 kilometers from the coast of Gu-
jarat state. It was “very likely” to keep moving in
the same direction, but still skirt the coast, pack-
ing winds of 135-145 kilometers per hour and
gusts of 160 kilometers per hour, the India Me-
teorological Department (IMD) said.

“The threat of surge in wind, dust storm and
rainfall remains very much. The centre of the
storm — known as the eye — has slightly
moved away from the Gujarat coast, but its di-
ameter is well over 900 kilometers,” an IMD of-
ficial told local media. Heavy rains are likely to
continue until Saturday, Gujarat IMD chief
Jayanta Sarkar said. On Wednesday, forecasters
had been bracing for the system to hit Gujarat
with full force winds equivalent to a category
one or two hurricane.

Authorities in Gujarat evacuated more than
285,000 people as a precaution. Schools have
been closed, with officials fearing major damage
to houses, crops, power lines and communica-
tions. Five people have been killed by lightning
in Gujarat, mostly farmers and laborers working
in fields, authorities said. The Air Force, Coast-
guard and Navy were all on high alert, with 36

teams from the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) deployed in coastal areas.

Praying for safety 
Yesterday, the eye of the cyclone was some

110 kilometers from Veraval, a major hub of India’s
fisheries industry, exporting to Japan, South East
Asia, Europe, the Gulf and the United States. The
state also houses major ports as well as the Jam-
nagar oil refinery, the world’s largest. All ports in
Gujarat halted the berthing of vessels from
Wednesday, while Indian Railways cancelled 77
trains. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who comes
from Gujarat, said Wednesday that the central
government was closely monitoring the situation.
“Praying for the safety and well-being of all those
affected by Cyclone Vayu,” he tweeted.

Cyclones are relatively rare in Gujarat, but
they can be destructive and dangerous. The
worst was in 1998 when more than 4,000 people
died. Vayu is India’s second major storm this
year. In May, Cyclone Fani — with winds up to
200 kilometers per hour — killed around 80
people in eastern India and Bangladesh, damag-
ing half a million houses and knocking out
power, water and communications. But Odisha
authorities won praise from the United Nations
and others for evacuating more than a million
people and averting what could have been a
much higher death toll.

Improved forecasting models, public aware-

ness campaigns and well-drilled evacuation
plans — backed up by an army of responders
and volunteers — helped the eastern state pre-
pare well. The latest weather system was also
drawing moisture away from much-needed an-
nual monsoon rains, with almost half of India hit
by drought and many areas experiencing a

heatwave. With temperatures exceeding 50 de-
grees Celsius (122 Fahrenheit) in the northern
states of Rajasthan, water shortages have left
huge numbers of people reliant on water trucks.
The monsoon arrived in the south-western state
of Kerala late last week but was several days
behind schedule. — AFP 

Winds, rain batter western 
India as cyclone veers away

Forecasters had been bracing for the system to hit Gujarat

NEW DELHI: Indian anti-terrorism police questioned six men
yesterday, after conducting raids against alleged Islamic State
group supporters in the country’s south. India has been con-
cerned about Islamist extremists on its soil for some time, and
the Sri Lanka bombings in April left authorities alarmed that the
Hindu-majority country might be at risk of an attack by jihadists.

The raids on Wednesday in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu state,
came after the arrest in April of an Indian national who allegedly
followed Zahran Hashim, the ringleader of the Sri Lanka Easter
suicide attacks that killed 258 people. India’s National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) said in a statement that the “prime ac-
cused” in the Coimbatore case, Mohammed Azarudeen, 32, “has
been a Facebook friend” of Hashim. “During initial questioning,
Azarudeen told us that he had plans to carry out a big attack in
Tamil Nadu and Kerala (another southern state) but first wanted
to hire more youths who will be ready to take up jihad,” the Eco-
nomic Times daily quoted an unnamed official as saying.

The NIA named five others aside from Azarudeen who, it
alleged, were also spreading Islamic State propaganda on so-
cial media with the aim of attracting new recruits willing to
carry out terrorist attacks in South India - “especially in Kerala
and Tamil Nadu”. The NIA said Azarudeen maintained a Face-
book page through which he propagated IS ideology, while
other members of his group “have also been sharing radical
contents attributed to Hashim.” — AFP

India questions men after
raids on IS supporters

Police drop case that 
triggered India’s 
#Metoo movement
MUMBAI: Indian police said yesterday they had no evidence to sup-
port the allegations of sexual harassment made by an actress against
a Bollywood star last year that sparked the country’s #MeToo move-
ment. The case against multiple-award-winning actor Nana Patekar —
one of the few #MeToo cases in India to have been investigated by
police — was now closed, they said. “There was no evidence that we
could find against the accused,” Mumbai police senior inspector
Shailesh Pasalwar told AFP.

Former Miss Universe contestant Tanushree Dutta first alleged in
2008 that Patekar had touched her inappropriately during the making
of a romantic comedy the same year. She made no formal complaint at
the time and no action was taken against Patekar, who has repeatedly
denied the accusations. But, emboldened by the global #MeToo cam-
paign, Dutta repeated the allegations in an interview last summer and
in October went to police in Mumbai to report the claim. 

It triggered a belated #MeToo movement in India, which saw
women share accounts of alleged harassment by several powerful men
in the worlds of Bollywood, business, journalism, politics, comedy and
even cricket. Dozens of men lost their jobs — including India’s former
junior minister MJ Akbar after at least 20 women accused him of sexual
harassment during his time as a newspaper editor. Very few cases
ended up being probed by police, however, and several accused tried
to turn the tables on their accusers by suing them for defamation.

Akbar — who denies the allegations against him — has taken one
of the complainants, Priya Ramani, to court. Dutta said last year that
she received legal notices from Patekar after repeating her claims
against him. — AFP

Indian fishermen try to save a boat from being washed out to sea on the outskirts of Veraval,
some 400km from Ahmedabad. — AFP 

No survivors in 
Indian military 
plane crash
NEW DELHI: India yesterday said there were no sur-
vivors from a military plane crash last week in a remote
mountainous region close to China. The Soviet-built
AN-32 plane, carrying eight crew and five passengers,
disappeared from radars on June 3 in the northeastern
state of Arunachal Pradesh, prompting a week-long
search by the Indian Air Force (IAF).

“Eight members of the rescue team have reached the
crash site today (Thursday) morning,” the IAF said on
Twitter. “IAF is sad to inform that there are no survivors.”
Helicopters and planes scoured hundreds of square miles
of the mountainous region before emergency workers
Tuesday spotted the wreckage on a mountainside at an
elevation of some 12,000 feet (3,650 meters).

A mountaineering team trekked to the crash spot
after being air dropped at a nearby location after two
failed attempts. Authorities had earlier urged locals to
organize search in the rugged mountains and an-
nounced a cash reward of 550,000 rupees ($8,000)
for any information. The twin-engine plane lost con-
tact with ground control 35 minutes after taking off.
In 2016, another AN-32 — flying from Chennai to the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands — went missing above
the Bay of Bengal. It had 29 people aboard and was
never found. — AFP 


