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BOSTON: The St Louis Blues completed a most
improbable journey and wiped out decades of
misery by beating the Boston Bruins on Wednes-
day to capture their first Stanley Cup and set off
a celebration that was 52 years in the making.

The Blues defeated host Bruins 4-1 to clinch
the best-of-seven series 4-3 and end the longest
wait in National Hockey League history for a
team to win their first championship. The victory
capped a remarkable turnaround for the Blues
considering they were sitting dead last in early
January.

“What an unbelievable year,” said Blues cap-
tain Alex Pietrangelo. “I don’t even know what to
say. Where we were to where we are now... I tell
you what, I’ve never been more proud to wear
this jersey with this group of guys. It’s unbeliev-
able.” The championship was a long-awaited one
for the Blues franchise, which reached the Stanley
Cup Final in each of their first three years of ex-
istence from 1968-70 but were swept each time,
including by the Bruins in 1970.

The 1970 loss tortured the Blues franchise for
decades as it produced one of the most iconic
photos in hockey history - that of Bobby Orr fly-
ing through the air with his arms raised in vic-
tory after scoring the Cup-clinching goal in
overtime.

Since that defeat, the Blues have made the
playoffs in all but nine seasons and despite hav-
ing had some solid teams during that stretch had,
until this year, never been able to return to the
Stanley Cup Final. But they made the most of
their latest chance and in the winner-take-all

Game Seven got all the scoring they would need
in a late three-minute span of the first period
while rookie goalie Jordan Binnington was sen-
sational in the win.

Blues forward Ryan O’Reilly, who set a fran-
chise record with the most points in one playoff
year with 23, was awarded the Conn Smythe
Trophy as the most valuable player of the play-
offs. “I stopped trying to worry about the out-
come and just give it everything I had,” said
O’Reilly, who scored his team’s opening goal in
the last four games of the Stanley Cup Final.

“I was getting bounces. It was amazing, my
linemates played great, I thought we created
every night. It was just amazing.”

The Bruins, who had never before hosted a
Game Seven of a Stanley Cup Final, made a solid
start and created all sorts of pressure but it was
the Blues who jumped out to an early 2-0 lead
despite being outshot 12-4 in the opening frame.

O’Reilly opened the scoring with about three
minutes left in the period when he cleverly re-
directed a shot from the point that went right
through Boston goalie Tuukka Rask’s legs.
Pietrangelo added another with eight seconds
left in the period when he skated in and used a
nifty backhand deke to beat Rask and silence the
stunned home crowd. St. Louis nearly added a
third midway through the second period but
Zdeno Chara managed to swat the puck away
from the goal line after a shot from Brayden
Schenn went off the crossbar and Rask’s shoul-
der before dropping in the crease.

Schenn did find the net in the third period

when he fired a puck off the post and past Rask
with under nine minutes to play before Zach
Sanford put the game out of reach with his first
of the playoffs with under five minutes to play.
Boston broke Binnington’s shutout bid when
Matt Grzelcyk found the net with just over two
minutes to play but it was too little, too late as

the Blues goalie went on to set a rookie record
with his 16th playoff win. “It’s an empty feeling,”
said Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy. “It’s a
long year. Someone had to win and someone had
to lose and we came out on the wrong side of it.
“It’s not the way you picture it, it’s as simple as
that.” — Reuters

Blues dump Bruins to win Stanley 
Cup after agonizing 52-year wait

PUTRAJAYA: Cancer-hit badminton star
Lee Chong Wei announced his retirement
yesterday, ending a brilliant career in which
he collected a swathe of honours but never
won a world or Olympic title. Lee, who
spent a total of 348 weeks as world number
one but lost six world and Olympic finals,
wept as he called it quits months after
fighting off nose cancer.

“My decision to retire is a heavy one. I
really love this sport. But it is a demanding
sport. I thank all Malaysians for the past 19
years,” Lee, 36, told a news conference.
Lee, a father of two, was diagnosed with
early-stage nose cancer last year and after
intensive treatment in Taiwan he said he
was keen to play again.

But he hasn’t trained since April and
after missing a series of self-imposed
deadlines to return to competition, his
hopes of being eligible for next year’s
Tokyo Olympics were remote. The three-
time Olympic silver medallist said he now
wanted to rest and spend time with his
family, and even take his wife on a “honey-
moon”, a trip that has been delayed since
their marriage in 2012. He finishes his ca-
reer with 705 wins and 69 titles, including
five Commonwealth Games gold medals,

four All England victories and a record 47
Superseries triumphs. Lee’s unsuccessful
attempts to capture Malaysia’s first ever
Olympic gold medal, reaching three con-
secutive finals, were followed avidly by his
fans, as was his long-running rivalry with
Chinese superstar Lin Dan. His last shot at
the Olympic title at Rio 2016 ended in
crushing disappointment when the
Malaysian lost out to China’s Chen Long
in a nail-biting final. Lin posted to his four
million followers on China’s Twitter-like
Weibo: “I will be alone on the (badminton)
court and no one will accompany me.”

He also posted a link to a Chinese bal-
lad called “Friends Don’t Cry”. “Lin Dan
and myself are rivals in the court but out-
side the court, we are close friends,” Lee
said when asked about their rivalry. “I
hope Lin Dan will play in the Tokyo
Olympics. But he faces challenges from
younger players.” Cancer proved the ca-
reer-ending blow but it wasn’t the only low
for Lee, who was banned after testing pos-
itive for a banned anti-inflammatory at the
2014 world championships. The long-time
former world number one returned to the
sport in 2015, after authorities accepted he
took the drug inadvertently. — AFP

BOSTON:  The St. Louis Blues celebrate after defeating the Boston Bruins in Game Seven
to win the 2019 NHL Stanley Cup Final at TD Garden in Boston, Massachusetts. — AFP

Warriors set for 
emotional NBA 
Finals showdown
with Raptors
OAKLAND: Playing for injured star Kevin Durant in
a farewell to the arena when they became a dynasty,
the Golden State Warriors are set for an emotional
NBA Finals showdown against Toronto. The Raptors
own a 3-2 lead in the best-of-seven championship se-
ries despite a 106-105 loss Monday in which Durant
ruptured his right Achilles tendon in his first game
back after missing a month with a right calf injury.

The Warriors, seeking their third consecutive NBA
crown and fourth in five seasons, take inspiration from
Durant into their final game at Oakland’s Oracle Arena
before moving to a new $1 billion home next season
in San Francisco.

“To protect our home court, feed off our crowd’s
energy, play for K and try to keep our season alive,
there are a lot of things that you can tap into for en-
ergy,” Warriors guard Stephen Curry said. “We’ll be
ready.” Fellow 3-point sharpshooter Klay Thompson
says Golden State’s expects historic support from fans.

“We’re just thinking about enjoying this last show
at Oracle,” Thompson said. “I expect our fans to be
the loudest they’ve ever been, especially in the name
of Kevin and bringing his type of spirit to the fight and
the competitiveness. “We deserve it, but more impor-
tantly Kevin does for what he gave this team, this or-

ganization. There wouldn’t be (championship) banners
if it wasn’t for his presence. So we expect our crowd
to be loud for him.”

Durant, Most Valuable Player of the past two NBA
Finals, underwent surgery Wednesday before the
Warriors conducted their final arena practice.

“It’s going to be an epic night for sure,” Warriors
center DeMarcus Cousins said. “Going to be a lot of
emotions and a lot of passion in the building.

“We just got to find a way to grind through it and
make something happen. No matter what type of ad-
versity hits this team we find a way to fight through.”

The Warriors would force a seventh game in
Toronto on Sunday if they can win one for Durant.

“That definitely comes into play,” Warriors for-
ward Draymond Green said. “We’ve all seen his love
for the game. Those 11 minutes he played were
enough to give us the spark we needed. So now we
want to continue to try to build on that.”

History still favors the Raptors as only once in 34
attempts has a team rallied from 3-1 down to win the
NBA Finals, that coming in 2016 when LeBron James
led Cleveland back to a title against the Warriors.

And road teams are 4-1 so far in the series, the
Raptors having taken two earlier at Golden State.

The Warriors must shut down Kawhi Leonard but
contain a balanced attack that produced six double-
digit scorers in game five.

“Our guys competed like crazy. That’s the main
thing,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr said. “Toronto is
tough to guard because they have got a lot of passers
and a lot of shooters and they put you in some difficult
spots. “But everybody who came in was prepared to
play and they were flying around and rotating. We
were able to pull it out. So we know that’s what it’s
going to take here as well.” — AFP

Tears as badminton star Lee
quits after cancer battle


