
L o c a l Tuesday, June 18, 2019

3

CRIMES
Traffic police most
questioned in 2018

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s commissioned and non-commis-
sioned officers at the traffic department ranked top
among officers of other ministry departments for being
questioned at the department of inspection and super-
vision in 2018, as complaints against them were
received related to arbitrary issuance of traffic citations
against citizens and expats. Informed sources said more
than 100 officers and non-commissioned officers at the
traffic department were summoned and questioned.
They said investigations of the complaints and making
the two sides face each other revealed that a number of
complaints were malicious, while some officers faced
punishments for misuse of authority, as investigations
proved they overstepped the law. The sources said traf-
fic officers are more interactive with the public and are
more monitored on the street due to the nature of their
job in the field, so for them to rank first in being investi-
gated does not undermine the efficiency of workers in
the sector.

Newborn near Salwa house

Hawally detectives are investigating the case of a new-
born who was abandoned in front of a Salwa house
inside a bag to identify the culprit. A Kuwaiti man
heard the cries of the infant near the house and found
the baby in the bag, so he called police, who arrived
along with paramedics, who rushed the baby to
Mubarak Hospital.

Cables thief at large

Detectives along with forensic experts are looking for a
thief who stole cables from a newly constructed building
in West Mishref, which belongs to the interior ministry. A
police source said the building is for police force affairs.
Employees were surprised by the disappearance of the
expensive cables and the damage of others as they were
moved away from their designated place. The contractor
had brought them just one day before their theft.

Search for hacker

A Kuwaiti woman sought the help of electronic depart-
ment detectives to identify a hacker who broke into her
online account and defamed her by posting online video
clips that damaged her reputation. The victim said that
the suspect posted her phone number online too. The
woman, who could not access her account, received
calls from her friends who were shocked by the clips on
her account, and when she told them the account was
hacked, they attempted to call the hacker, who started
to blackmail them. The woman filed a complaint and
investigations began.

Fugitive in custody

A wanted Kuwaiti was arrested by criminal detectives in
Mahboula. He had forged documents with him including a
Saudi ID, car titles and license plates, and led detectives
to two stolen cars and an amount of shabu. A police
source said that a person complained to Mubarak Al-
Kabeer police about a theft. Detectives were able to iden-
tify the suspect, who is wanted on criminal and civil cases.
The suspect was located in Mahboula, where he was
arrested, and was found under the influence of drugs. He
was sent to the public prosecution for further legal action.

Underage girl found

Police arrested a Kuwaiti man and a minor Syrian
woman who was reported missing. The two were found
together in a Salmiya apartment. After a Syrian
informed police his 16-year-old daughter was missing,
detectives located her in Salmiya. The girl was arrested
and she said she spent time with a citizen with her con-
sent and gave them his details. He was arrested. 
—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Qabas and Al-Rai

KUWAIT: Construction and roadside workers continue to be seen around Kuwait during official work ban hours when temperatures can exceed 50 C degrees. A Kuwait
Times tour yesterday detected several outdoor workers violating the ban at various sites around Kuwait. The Public Authority for Manpower had issued its annual
decision banning laborers from working in the open from 11:00 am till 5:00 pm. —Photos by Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Under the auspices of the Minister of
Health Sheikh Dr Basel Humoud Al-Sabah, KIPCO -
the Kuwait Projects Company (Holding) - inaugurated
the Late Sheikha Salwa Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
Stem Cell and Umbilical Cord Center. The center was
built  with a donation of KD 7 mil l ion made by
Masharee Al-Khair Charity Organization on behalf of
KIPCO Group. This is the first center in the Gulf
region to be dedicated to stem cell research and the
storage of umbilical cords.

The facility, located adja-
cent to the Maternity
Hospital in the Sabah Health
Zone, is built over an area of
12,000 square meters and
includes testing and research
laboratories, blood and cord
storage banks, research and
medical libraries, as well as a
lecture theater. KIPCO host-
ed an inauguration ceremo-
ny, marking the handover of
the building to the Ministry
of Health. The event was attended by representatives
of the Ministry of Health and senior executives of the
KIPCO Group.

Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah spoke about the impor-
tance of stem cell research and the groundbreaking
discoveries made in this area that have a direct
impact on the quality of people’s lives and the ability
to cure previously incurable diseases. He thanked
KIPCO and Masharee Al-Khair Charity Organization

for the donation, which not only reflects the private
sector’s interest in the well-being of the community,
but is also a symbol of its commitment to actively
support the ‘New Kuwait’ Vision 2035.

Public, private partnership
Speaking at the ceremony, Abdulaziz Al-Jassar,

KIPCO Group Representative, Board Member and
Treasurer of Masharee Al-Khair Charity Organization
said: “This center represents one of the forms of part-

nership between the public
and private sectors, which
have come together to push
forth the development of this
nation. We believe that the
center, the first of its kind in
the region, will play a major
role in the development of
medical services and science
in Kuwait. Our goal, through
building this center, is  to
contribute to healthier living.
We look forward to the day

when the storage of umbilical cords becomes the
norm, and stem cells become the first option to over-
come chronic diseases and other injuries that cannot
be treated with traditional methods.”

He added: “We chose to name the center after a
woman who made social and charitable contribu-
tions for many years, away from the spotlight. We
hope that this center will serve to remind us of the
legacy of the late Sheikha Salwa Sabah Al-Ahmad

Al-Sabah.”
Following their speeches, Sheikh Dr Basel Al-

Sabah and Jassar unveiled the commemorative
plaque, marking the official inauguration of the cen-

ter. They were joined by Dr Reem Al-Radwan,
Director of the Department of Blood Transfusion
Services at the Ministry of Health. The event was
concluded with a VIP tour of the facilities. 

KIPCO inaugurates Late Salwa Al-Sabah
Stem Cell, Umbilical Cord Center

Center to play major role in Kuwait’s medical services’ development

Gulf’s first stem
cell bank and

research center

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Humoud Al-Sabah and other officials attend the inauguration
of the Late Sheikha Salwa Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Stem Cell and Umbilical Cord Center yesterday.

No salaries for
bedoon teachers
with expired cards
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education (MOE) refused
paying the salaries of bedoon teachers with expired
security cards, said informed sources, noting that a
number of them filed complaints saying that their
salaries have been suspended since Sept 2018. The
sources added that MOE refuses to pay the salaries
until the teachers furnish valid security cards or proof
that they are renewed. 

New Jahra Hospital
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah said the

new Jahra Hospital will be launched in phases starting
by the end of July, adding that the Ministry of Health
(MoH) is currently seeking an international operator to
run the hospital. Speaking on the sidelines of opening
the Late Sheikha Salwa Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
Stem Cell and Umbilical Cord Center, Sheikh Basel said
a large hospital such as the new Jahra hospital will be
launched in phases according to well-studied plans and
schedules. Further, Sheikh Basel said over 8,000 retiree
health insurance cards (Afya 2) have been distributed
so far through 46 distribution centers. 

Social aid payment
The Ministry of Social Affairs plans to electronically

connect its systems with the health ministry’s general
medical council and the overseas treatment department
with the aim of regulating the payment of social aid
according to disease categories. Informed sources said
the linkage will help prevent unlawful payments and
protect public funds, as it will provide the Ministry of
Social Affairs with medical information about Kuwaitis
applying to get social aid to decide whether applicants
can or cannot work, whether their diseases are curable
and the date of the diagnosis. 

Excellent performance bonuses
The Ministry of Electricity and Water’s (MEW) per-

sonnel department manager Mohammed Al-Othaina
said special teams have finished reviewing the min-
istry’s 22,000 employees’ performance reports and
prepared lists with those deserving excellent perform-
ance bonuses. Othaina added 15,000 employees from
the ministry’s workforce will get the bonus after pass-
ing the main condition of showing up to work for at
least 180 days throughout the year. 

Park kiosks
The Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish

Resources (PAAAFR) plans to allow mini investments in
public parks in the form of renting special sale booths
or kiosks to entrepreneurs, said official PAAAFR
sources. The sources added that PAAAFR had accord-
ingly contacted the municipality and the municipal
council and that some approvals are still pending. 

Minister promises
action against delaying
public cleaning works
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs and
Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Fahd Al-Shula
called for finishing preparations and forming commit-
tees needed at least one month before receiving new
cleaning contracts. Speaking while presiding a meeting
of the supreme planning and coordination committee
attended by Kuwait Municipality Director Ahmad Al-
Manfouhi and a number of top municipal officials, Shula
stressed that he will never hesitate to refer any employ-
ees or official to the public prosecution in case of dere-
liction in receiving cleaning machinery and equipment
or delaying cleaning companies’ work as defined in the
contracts signed with them. 

Municipal Council member Humoud Al-Enezi hailed
the meeting, noting that it discussed the measures to be
followed on receiving cleaning machinery and equip-
ment needed for the new cleaning contracts, which
confirm the minister’s keenness on avoiding all previous
shortcomings. Enezi also hailed the minister’s state-
ments concerning strict accountability. He also sug-
gested mounting surveillance cameras on garbage
trucks for security, performance and quality control
reasons. 

Separately, Chairman of the Capital Committee at
the Municipal Council Hassan Kamal said that the com-
mittee approved a Public Authority for Industry (PAI)
request to add the activity of health clubs and spas in
Shuwaikh industrial area, another request by the for-
eign ministry to remove a Kuwait National Petroleum
Company (KNPC) gas station from the diplomatic area
in Daiya, a request by the Public Authority for Roads
and Transportation (PART) to allocate a parking area
opposite the Kuwait National Guard headquarters and
a request by the Public Authority of Applied Education
and Training (PAAET) to build a vocational training
building in Jaber Al-Ahmad.

Over 200 people
arrested in Capital,
Ahmadi crackdown
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: More than 200 people were arrested in a
massive security campaign that covered several indus-
trial areas in two governorates yesterday. Capital and
Ahmadi Security men cordoned Ahmadi Industrial,
Bnaid Al-Qar and Sharq Industrial before inspecting
the identities of around 900 people, the Interior
Ministry said in a statement. Police arrested 232 people
including those with expired residency visas who were
sent for deportation, fugitives wanted on criminal
charges and absconding cases who were taken to the
proper authorities for further action, among others. 

School fire
A school in Qaser was on fire, so Jahra fire station

men responded. Power to the school was cut and the
fire was put out successfully. No injuries were reported
in the incident. Investigations are underway to deter-
mine the cause of the blaze.

Awareness campaign
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) launched its

awareness campaign ‘Nabeek Salem’ (We Want You to
be Safe) in cooperation with EQUATE petrochemicals
company. The campaign was launched at The Avenues
mall in the presence of Director of Public Relations and
Information Brig Khalil Al-Ameer. The campaign
included an exhibition by several sectors and depart-
ments in order to educate people about fire dangers,
reasons and prevention. The Little Fireman magazine
will also be distributed to educate children.

KUWAIT: Several photos taken from yesterday’s crackdowns.  
— Interior Ministry photos


