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Kuwaiti movie vies
for top award of
Meknes film festival
RABAT: Assistant Secretary-General of the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL) said
Sunday that Kuwait’s ‘Sirb Al-Hamam’ (flock of doves) is
vying against nine Arab movies for the top award of the
first Meknes International Arab Film Festival (FIFAM).
“The distinguished movie, directed by Ramadan
Khosroh and starring, inter alia, Dawood Hussein and
Jamal Al-Rahdan, was chosen to represent the Kuwaiti
art of cinema at this festival,” Dr Essa Al-Ansari said.
The festival, organized by Meknes-Azzaytoune Alkobra
Association in collaboration with the City Council of
Meknes, the Fez-Meknes region and the Moroccan
Ministry of Culture, opened Saturday and lasts until
Friday, June 21, he noted. “Through participation in the
event, the Kuwaiti filmmakers seek to share experience
with their peers from the Arab countries in the field of
cinematographic creativity,” Dr Ansari pointed out.
Besides ‘Sirb Al-Hamam,’ the festival gathered ‘Nathira’
and ‘Tafh El-Kil’ (Morocco), ‘Wilada’ (the UAE), ‘Lil
Khargi’ (Egypt), ‘Tourn’ (Iraq), ‘Shaitan Al-Qaila’

(Tunisia), ‘Amina’ (Syria), ‘Youm Bi-Beirut’ (Lebanon)
and ‘Dam Al-Thi’ab’ (Algeria).The FIFAM will culminate
in the awarding of several prizes, notably the Grand Prix,
the projection, the screenplay, the best actress and the
best actor awards. — KUNA 
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Kuwaiti-Italian
alliance from the
‘Heart of Culture’
VENICE, Italy: The ‘Heart of Culture’ exhibition and
art gallery, held in Venice by Kuwait’s Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Salem Cultural Center (ASCC), is seen as a launch
pad for alliance with Italy, said ASCC’s Naghma Al-
Othman yesterday. This innovative initiative comes in
translation to His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh

Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s support of
Kuwaiti artists, as well as turning ASCC into a global
cultural beacon, Othman said. Her remarks came on
the occasion of launching the Kuwaiti art gallery,
themed ‘I have a dream that I am in Kuwait,’ which
will span across the time of Venice Biennale until
November to allow the largest possible number of
visitors, including academics, critics, media people
and intellectuals from different parts of the world.
The first phase of the exhibition, which runs until
August, includes the artworks of Zahra Marwan,
Amani Al-Thuwaini and Mahmoud Shaker, while the
second, held between September and November, will
be allocated to Ahmad Moqim, Khaled Al-Najdi and
Nasser Behbehani. — KUNA

Kuwait seeks globally
accredited labs to
push homegrown goods
DUBAI: Laboratory accreditation as per the globally
accepted standard is crucial to give local products much
needed exposure, said an official yesterday. As he signed a
deal with Emirates International Accreditation Centre
(EIAC), the director general of Kuwait’s Public Authority

for Industry (PAI) Abdulkarim Taki said that the initiative
is part of efforts to bestow global accreditation upon
Kuwaiti labs, paving the way for Kuwaiti products to enter
foreign markets.

On the deal with the Emirati center, he said PAI stands
to gain from the UAE’s ‘industry expertise,’ highlighting the
need to have an accredited center in Kuwait to help create
a ‘foreign market entry strategy’ for Kuwaiti products.
Heaping praise on the deal with EIAC, Kuwait’s Consul
General in Dubai Theyab Al-Rashidi said the endeavor
encapsulates the vibrant economic relationship shared
between the two Gulf states. The deal is only the latest in a
spate of future joint projects between both sides, the
Kuwaiti diplomat explained. — KUNA
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ICRC hails
‘promising talks’
with Kuwait
GENEVA: The International Committee of the Red Cross’
(ICRC) recent talks with Kuwait yielded ‘promising results’,
its president Peter Maurer said yesterday. “We exchanged
views on humanitarian issues concerning the region and
examined plans for more cooperation with Kuwait,” Maurer
said after the latest round of talks. He said ICRC representa-
tives listened intently as Kuwaiti officials explained the coun-
try’s strategy to deal with humanitarian crises gripping the
region, citing a recent Kuwaiti-proposed draft UN resolution
over the matter of missing persons at times of armed conflict.

Kuwait’s relationship with the ICRC dates back more than
three decades, said the head of the Gulf state’s delegation to
the talks Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah, who serves as
the assistant foreign minister for the affairs of the deputy
prime minister and foreign minister’s office. Kuwait continues
to cooperate with the ICRC over a myriad of issues including
protecting civilians at times of armed conflict and tracking the
whereabouts of missing persons, the diplomat added. Echoing

the ICRC president’s remarks, Kuwait’s permanent delegate
to the UN Jamal Al-Ghunaim pinned hopes on the talks, say-
ing a roadmap has been set on how to address humanitarian
issues. The primary goal for these talks is to come up with
new solutions to humanitarian crises around the world, with
much emphasis placed on the conflicts in Syria and Yemen,
besides other countries, he explained. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Gold price made its highest revenue since the
beginning of the year, hitting $1,358 per ounce in last
week’s trading in fear-driven global markets and a weak
US Dollar, according to Sabaek Al-Kuwait Company. It
added in its report yesterday that the yellow metal is
climbing up in the coming period, backed by US ‘negative’

data on jobs, Consumer Price Index (CPI) and retail for
last May. The upward trend would go parallel with out-
comes of tomorrow’s Federal Reserve meeting. Gold’s
price ended last week’s trading at $15 per ounce. Other
precious metals’ prices were; platinum at $820 per ounce
and palladium at $1,465 per ounce. — KUNA
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GENEVA:  ICRC President Peter Maurer with Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah. — KUNA


