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LONDON: Boris Johnson got a boost in his
campaign to replace British Prime Minister
Theresa May yesterday when one of his for-
mer rivals and EU supporter Matt Hancock
backed him saying he was almost certain to
win the contest. Johnson, a former London
mayor and foreign minister, is way out in
front in the race to become leader of the
Conservative Party and despite so far
deciding to steer clear of debates with his
rivals, his popularity has yet to be dented. 

Most of the other five hopefuls con-
cede that Johnson, whose career has been
marked by gaffes and scandals, wil l
almost definitely make the final two in the
race, when mainly pro-Brexit
Conservative Party members will cast the
deciding votes. But the race is on to
decide who will challenge him.

Health Secretary Hancock, who
dropped out of the race on Friday after win-
ning 20 votes in the f irst  bal lot of
Conservative lawmakers, said Johnson was
the best candidate to lead the party. “Boris
has run a disciplined campaign and is almost
certainly going to be our next prime minis-
ter,” Hancock said in an article in The Times
newspaper, which tapped him as a strong
contender to become finance minister. “My
view is that we need to start coming togeth-
er sooner rather than later.”

Johnson, the face of the official campaign
to leave the European Union in the 2016 ref-

erendum, has promised to lead the United
Kingdom out of the EU with or without a
deal. But parliament has indicated it will try
to stop a no-deal Brexit, which investors
warn could roil markets and shock the world
economy, while the EU has said it will not
renegotiate the Withdrawal Agreement that

May agreed. According to economists polled
by Reuters, the likelihood of a no-deal exit
has jumped in the past month.

Two-horse race
Almost three years since Britain voted to

leave the EU, the country, the parliament and
both main parties are still deeply divided
over Brexit. But all of the Conservative lead-
ership contestants agree they must take
Britain out of the bloc. Johnson won the sup-
port of 114 of 313 Conservative Party law-
makers in the first round of the leadership

contest. The second round is today with the
result due around 1700 GMT. Any candidate
with 32 votes or fewer is eliminated. If all
candidates have more than 32 votes, the one
with the fewest is eliminated. For the other
five, the fight was on to prove they had what
it takes to challenge Johnson, or at least test

some of his arguments.
“This is a two-horse race, and we know

one of these horses - it’s Boris ... There is
literally only one question you have to
answer, who is likely to beat Boris?” inter-
national development minister Rory Stewart
said in an appeal to other lawmakers who
he needs the support of. “He (Boris) doesn’t,
as far as I can see, he doesn’t have a plan. I
say as far as I can see because he doesn’t
talk to me, he doesn’t talk to you, he doesn’t
talk to the public,” said Stewart, who is now
placed second favorite.

Environment minister Michael Gove also
took a dig at Johnson, saying his absence
from yesterday’s hustings in Westminster was
described to him as being like “Hamlet with-
out a prince”. “And of course we all remem-
ber that at the end of Hamlet, he isn’t the
king,” Gove added. If Johnson does win the
top job and does go for a no-deal Brexit, a
constitutional crisis could be on the horizon
if parliament tries to block such a departure.

Pro-Brexit candidate Dominic Raab has
said parliament could be suspended if nec-
essary, a possibility he refused to rule out on

Sunday in a debate with other contenders.
But the speaker of the House of Commons,
John Bercow, said it was fantasy to think that
the lower house of parliament could be
pushed aside. “It’s a joke!” Bercow told

French newspaper Le Figaro in comments
reported in French. 

“The idea that the British parliament can
be pushed aside when such a crucial deci-
sion is to be made is fantasy.” — Reuters
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WASHINGTON: The mayor of Phoenix apologized on
Sunday after videos emerged showing police in the
southwestern US city violently arresting a black family
with young children. The videos, shot by bystanders
when the arrest happened last month, show police
using foul language while shouting at the family to get
out of their car, and threatening to shoot them. A
woman later emerges from the vehicle with two young
children. She hands them over to a bystander before
being arrested. Separately, an officer is shown kicking
the legs of another man who he is handcuffing against a
police car.

“I, like many others, am sick over what I have seen in
the video depicting Phoenix police interacting with a
family and young children,” Mayor Kate Gallego wrote
in a statement posted on Twitter. Calling the officers’
actions “inappropriate” and “clearly unprofessional,”
she wrote “There is no situation in which this behavior
is ever close to acceptable. “As a mother myself, seeing
these children placed in such a terrifying situation is
beyond upsetting,” she said. “I am deeply sorry for
what this family went through, and I apologize to our
community.”

In an appearance on the local ABC affiliate, Phoenix
police chief Jeri Williams said the officers had respond-
ed to a report of shoplifting when they encountered the
family. “Every time I look at that video it’s extremely
unsettling. It’s not in keeping with what I expect from
our employees,” Williams told ABC15. “I’m sorry that
this incident happened. I apologize to the family, I apol-
ogize to the community,” she said, adding that it was
being investigated. — AFP
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LONDON: Conservative MP Boris Johnson leaves his home in London yesterday. Candidates
to become Britain’s next prime minister clashed over Brexit strategy at their first debate
but the frontrunner, Boris Johnson, dodged the confrontation. — AFP 

Far-right motive 
mooted in German 
pro-migrant 
official’s murder
BERLIN: German federal prosecutors said yesterday they
had taken over the murder case of a pro-migrant local city
official, suggesting they suspect a far-right political
motive. Police commandos had on Saturday arrested a
suspect in the June 2 assassination-style shooting of
Kassel city administration chief Walter Luebcke, 65, on the
basis of DNA evidence. “We have taken over the case,”
said a spokeswoman of the federal prosecution service,
which deals with crimes motivated by political and reli-
gious extremism.

Authorities did not discuss the possible motive, but
German media reported that the 45-year-old suspect from
Kassel, Hesse state, had in the past been connected with
far-right extremism. Federal prosecutors assumed control
of the investigation after “the suspicion of a right-wing
extremist or right-wing terrorist background firmed up,”
said the Sueddeutsche Zeitung daily. News site Zeit
Online, citing unnamed security sources, partially named
him as Stephan E. and said he had been previously sen-
tenced to jail for a 1993 failed pipe-bomb attack on an
asylum seekers’ home in Hesse.

Three opposition parties-the Greens, Free Democrats
and far-left Die Linke-urged a special parliamentary hear-
ing into what could be Germany’s first targeted killing of
an elected official in decades. Luebcke, a member of
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s conservative Christian
Democrats, was shot in the head at close range  overnight
on the terrace of his home near Kassel, 160 kilometers
northeast of Frankfurt.

He had passionately spoken out in defense of migrants
at the height of Europe’s 2015 refugee crisis, drawing the
fury of the far right for telling anti-migrant agitators they
“could leave Germany”. Since his death, hundreds of posts
from social media accounts tied to right-wing extremists
have hailed his murder, in turn drawing strong condemna-
tions from President Frank-Walter Steinmeier and other
politicians.

Racist hate
Der Spiegel weekly reported, without citing sources,

that the suspect in custody had in the past had clear con-
nections to the right-wing extremist scene and links to the
neo-Nazi NPD party. He had come to police attention for
acts of violence as well as weapons and property offences,
the magazine reported. It said the suspect had received a
seven-month suspended jail term a decade ago after he
had joined right-wing radicals who attacked a May 1
Labor Day march in the western city of Dortmund. If the
shooting death was indeed motivated by right-wing
extremism, it would be Germany’s first political murder of
an elected official in decades, recalling Britain’s 2016
killing of British Labour Party lawmaker Jo Cox.

Several German politicians have been badly injured,
among them parliamentary speaker Wolfgang Schaeuble
who has used a wheelchair since surviving a 1990 shooting
by a deranged assailant, and Cologne city mayor Henriette
Reker, who survived a 2015 knife assault by a man angered

by her pro-refugee stance. From the 1970s to early 1990s,
Germany was terrorized by the far-left Red Army Faction,
which emerged out of the anti-Vietnam war protest move-
ment and launched a spate of shootings, bombings and
kidnappings targeting politicians, police, bankers, business
leaders and US troops.

More recently Germany was shocked to learn that the
far-right militant group National Socialist Underground
(NSU) killed nine Turkish and Greek-born immigrants and
a German policewoman from 2000 to 2007, and carried
out bomb attacks and bank robberies. Free Democrats
lawmaker Benjamin Strasser was among politicians sound-
ing the alarm on Monday, telling media group RND that
“for years, threats from the extreme right against politi-
cians have been on the rise”. “We need to decisively clear
up and take effective measures against right-wing terrorist
structures.” — AFP 

Greek road trip: 
Unemployment 
the big bogey in 
July 7 vote
PIRAEUS: When Greeks go to the ballot box on July 7 in
early elections, unemployment and recovery from a near-
decade crisis will be the main battleground between the
outgoing leftist government and the resurgent conserva-
tives. But in the favela-like neighborhood of Perama, hap-
hazardly built on the hills above the bustling port of
Piraeus, there is unlikely to be a difference no matter who
wins. In this working-class neighborhood of 25,000 peo-
ple that overlooks the port’s oil tanks and container termi-
nals, the jobless rate is close to 80 percent among ship-
yard workers, one of the main sectors of local employment.

Construction, the second most important source of
work, was also hit hard by the crisis. Even after four years
under Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras and social benefits
handed out by his leftist government, “the poor have
remained poor,” says Vassiliki Padeliakou, a local resident.
Pavlos Tassimakis lives here with his wife and five children
in a small two-bedroom house that he built himself. After
12 years without a regular job, the grizzled 51-year-old
former truck driver has long ceased to receive unemploy-
ment benefits.

“We are seven at home, and we receive 640 euros in
state support every two months. It is obviously not enough
to survive on,” says Pavlos, who has had to moonlight as a
removals driver, earning 15 euros ($17) per trip, to make
ends meet. His wife Paraskevi is also out of a job after
fleeting stints as a town hall cleaner in nearby Korydallos.

The family has no health insurance and cannot pay for
after-school preparatory courses which most Greek pupils
need to pass end-of-year exams. They also owe over 600
euros in unpaid bills to the electricity company, which has
led to power cut threats.

‘No future here’ 
“I don’t see how life can improve in Perama. What kind

of future can our children look forward to? There is no
work, no future here,” says Pavlos’ wife Paraskevi. Their
daughter Evangelia, who is 15, wants to study law and get
out of Perama. And perhaps out of the country too. After
officially exiting its third bailout nearly a year ago, Greece
under Tsipras has slowly returned to growth of 19 percent
of output in 2018. But in June, official figures showed
unemployment inching up to 19.2 percent from 18.5 per-
cent in January.

In May, the New Democracy conservative party of
Kyriakos Mitsotakis beat Tsipras’ Syriza party by over

nine points in European parliament elections. This unex-
pectedly large defeat prompted the prime minister to
announce early elections on July 7, three months ahead of
schedule. Analysts believe that the electoral backlash faced
by Syriza is partly due to additional taxation piled on mid-
dle classes already weakened by the crisis. Ahead of July 7,
Mitsotakis leads Tsipras in all recent polls. Both leaders
have promised to create more jobs over the next four
years. At the town hall of Perama, deputy mayor Panagiotis
Karagiannakis, a former shipyard unionist, is acutely aware
of the difficulty facing his constituents. “The problems
began in the 1980s when port activity declined, owing to
competition from neighboring countries such as Turkey
where the cost of labor was lower. With the global crisis,
from 2008 onwards, the shipbuilding sector has been
completely destroyed,” said Karagiannakis, who has him-
self also experienced a long period of unemployment. 

‘The situation remains critical’ 
“The population has become poorer since the crisis.

The Greek economy is improving but in Perama, the situa-
tion remains critical and that is why the mayor decided to
set up in December a social grocery store and a soup
kitchen,” he adds. At the soup kitchen organized by the
town hall, nearly a hundred people wait for lunch every
day. Vassiliki Padeliakou, 62, is one of the beneficiaries. In
the last nine years she has only worked on two eight-
month contracts, not enough to earn unemployment bene-
fits, or a pension.

She has also lost 20 kilos (44 pounds). A few years
back, Vassiliki worked in the port customs office. Now,
she survives on the charity of friends and neighbors.
“When I hear the government congratulate itself on its
social policy, I am ashamed. The welfare state in Greece
remains non-existent!” she sighs. “I do not know how
manage to survive ... I live from day to day, with the help
of the town hall, neighbors, or restaurants who give me
leftovers,” she says. — AFP 

Frenchman ‘admits 
burning body’ of 
murdered wife
GRAY-LA-VILLE: A Frenchman charged with murdering
his wife in a case that gripped France yesterday admitted
to partially burning her body after brutally beating her, fol-
lowing a meticulous police reconstruction of the events,
the prosecutor said. Jonathann Daval, 35, had in January
2018 confessed to killing his wife Alexia in October 2017
after initially posing as a distraught husband and even
organising events in her memory. 

The charred body of Alexia Daval, a 29-year-old bank
employee, had been found hidden under tree branches
near their town of Gray-la-Ville in eastern France. But the
husband had until now not admitted to burning her body
after the crime-an omission that had continued to distress
Alexia’s parents-and had shown inconsistencies in other
aspects of his version.

“Faced with the urgent demand of his parents-in-law,
who had implored him to tell the whole truth, he finally
admitted not only killing her but then partially burning her
body,” said the prosecutor for the eastern Besancon region,
Etienne Manteaux. Daval also confessed to “knocking the
face of his wife against a concrete wall” and then dealing
between “five to 10 blows at the level of the face” before
strangling her “for around four minutes”, said Manteaux.
“The description of the violence is perfectly consistent
with the injuries found” during the autopsy, he added. 

The hours-long reconstruction took place in the wood
where Alexia’s body was found and reunited Daval with
her parents Isabelle and Jean-Pierre Fouillot. “We wanted
to the truth and we had it,” Isabelle Fouillot told reporters
afterwards. “I know him well. I know he loves us and we
have a strong connection with him. It was not easy,” she
said, adding: “Alexia can perhaps now rest in peace.” On
her son-in-law, she said: “It is so hard for now. We loved
him. Forgiveness, that comes a bit later.” Manteaux said he
expected the trial-at which Daval risks life imprisonment if
convicted-to start in the second half of 2020. — AFP

PERAMA: Eleni’s dog stands in front of a container, which
is her temporary home, in the suburb of Perama, near
Athens. — AFP 

KASSEL: A portrait of Walter Luebcke, the administrative chief of the western city of Kassel, is on display next to
his coffin during a memorial service in Kassel, western Germany. — AFP 


