
he Nightingale’ director has insisted the movie is not
“gratuitous or exploitative” after claims it had too
many scenes of graphic violence and rape. The 2018
Australian period thriller film was written and direct-

ed by Jennifer Kent and follows a young convict woman (Aisling
Franciosi) in 1825 Tasmania seeking revenge for a terrible act of
violence committed against her family during the frontier war
massacres of Indigenous Australians. Following a mass walkout
at early screenings of the movie, the ‘Babadook’ filmmaker has
defended her film, alleging that the movie is “not about violence”
and revealed that she had been contacted by victims of sexual
violence, who had thanked her for the honest portrayal.  In a
statement, she said: “I do not believe this would be happening if
the film was at all gratuitous or exploitative. “Whilst ‘The
Nightingale’ contains historically accurate depictions of colonial
violence and racism towards our Indigenous people, the film is
not ‘about’ violence.”  Jennifer went on to say that ‘The
Nightingale’ had actually toned down some of the violence suf-

fered by Indigenous Australians and contains a historically accu-
rate depiction of the violence suffered by those in Tasmania. She
said: “We’ve made this film in collaboration with Tasmanian
Aboriginal elders, and they feel it’s an honest and necessary
depiction of their history and a story that needs to be told. I
remain enormously proud of the film.” “If we showed what really
happened in Tasmania in 1825, no audience could bear it.” The
movie debuted at the Sydney Film Festival last week and saw the
majority of the sold-out audience at The Ritz in Randwick walk
out within the first 20 minutes of the movie.
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aniel Craig will resume filming for ‘Bond 25’ this
week.  Last month, it was announced that the
51-year-old actor had to have “minor” surgery
on his injured ankle and undergo two weeks of

rehabilitation after he slipped whilst shooting a running
scene for the action blockbuster on location in Jamaica.
Now, it has been revealed that Daniel - who will play the
spy for the fifth and final time in the upcoming installment
- will return on set at some point this week and is “hitting
the gym hard” in preparation for the role.  Sharing a photo
of Daniel working out in the gym, on Sunday the official
James Bond Instagram account wrote: “#007 Daniel Craig

hitting the gym hard @pinewoodstudios, prepping for
shooting next week! #Bond25 (sic)” The Hollywood hunk
was reportedly flown to the US after the fall so he could
be examined by the same surgeon who has treated
England and Tottenham Hotspur striker Harry Kane. The
official Twitter account for ‘Bond 25’ released the state-
ment at the time reading: “Daniel Craig will be undergoing
minor ankle surgery resulting from an injury sustained
during filming in Jamaica. Production will continue whilst
Craig is rehabilitating for two weeks post-surgery. The
film remains on track for the same release date in April
2020.” A source said recently: “Daniel was suited and

booted for one of the last scenes in Jamaica. He was
sprinting during filming when he slipped and fell quite
awkwardly. “He was in quite a lot of pain and was com-
plaining about his ankle. As you’d expect he was also pret-
ty angry that it had happened. He threw his suit jacket on
the ground in sheer frustration. “Daniel flew out of Jamaica
for the US and has already seen a specialist.  “In a pure
coincidence it’s the same surgeon who treated Tottenham
and England striker Harry Kane. He’s hoping it won’t delay
things for too long.”

D

ark Phoenix’ director
Simon Kinberg says it’s
his fault the film didn’t
“connect with audi-

ences”.  The latest ‘X-Men’ movie
made its debut last weekend and
pulled in just $33 million at the US
box office against an estimated
$200 million production cost, the
superhero film also scored 23 per
cent on Rotten Tomatoes, the low-
est ever rating for a film in the
franchise.  The 45-year-old direc-
tor wrote and helmed the movie -
which followed Sophie Turner’s
Jean Grey as she’s transformed
into one of the world’s most pow-
erful and dangerous mutants - and
he accepts that it’s “on him” that
the movie “didn’t work”.  Speaking
on KCRW podcast The Business,
he said: “I’m here and I’m saying
when a movie doesn’t work, put it
on me. I’m the writer/director of
the movie, the movie didn’t con-
nect with audiences, that’s on me.”
Despite the film’s poor reception,
the ‘Deadpool’ director insisted
that he enjoyed making the movie,
and referenced a conversation
he’d previously had with Sir Ridley
Scott in which he revealed that the
much maligned ‘G.I. Jane’ - which

was released in 1997 and starred
Demi Moore as Lieutenant Jordan
O’Neil, a woman trying to make it
in the US Navy - was his favorite
film to work on, rather than his
more acclaimed movies such as
‘Alien’, ‘Gladiator’ or ‘Blade
Runner’.  Kinberg - who he
worked with Scott on the 2015
thriller ‘The Martian’ - explained:
“He said it was his favorite
because it was just a great
process and he learned a lot on
the process of making it. I’ve
thought about that a lot over the
years, and I thought about it a
whole lot over the last weekend.”
Kinberg added that he also
received support from Tim Miller,
with whom he worked on the first
‘Deadpool’ film, following the far
from enthusiastic response to
‘Dark Phoenix’. He said: “He wrote
me an email having empathy for a
movie that doesn’t work. People
will come to see the movie differ-
ently, and out of the context of this
particular moment, see things in it
they will appreciate and that he
appreciated as a fan.”

ili Reinhart is set to star and
executive produce Amazon
Studios’ coming-of-age
romantic drama ‘Chemical

Hearts’.  The 22-year-old actress - who is
best known for playing Betty Cooper on
The CW drama series ‘Riverdale’ - is on
board for the lead in the film adaptation of
Krystal Sutherland’s young adult novel
‘Our Chemical Hearts’.  The movie will
written and directed by Richard Tanne for
Amazon Prime Video and will follow
Henry Page, a teen romantic who has nev-
er been in love and is focusing all his
attention on getting good grades and
attending a decent college.  When he
meets Grace Town, a new student who
walks with a cane, wears oversized boys’
clothes, and rarely seems to shower, and
begins editing the school newspaper with
her he quickly finds himself falling for her.
Julie Rapaport, Co-Head of Movies at

Amazon Studios, said in a statement: “We
are thrilled to work with this talented
team to bring to life a beautiful story of
first love and heartbreak.  “Krystal
Sutherland’s novel captured the hearts of
readers around the world, and we are
excited to bring this film to our global
Prime Video customers.” ‘Chemical
Hearts’ will be produced by Page Fifty-
Four’s Alex Saks and Tanne while the film
is executive produced by Jamin O’Brien
and Reinhart, in her first executive pro-
ducer role. As well as ‘Riverdale’ Lili has
starred opposite Elle Fanning and Ben
Foster in Melanie Laurent’s ‘Galveston’
which made its world premiere at SXSW
last year as well as Julia Hart’s ‘Miss
Stevens’ opposite Lily Rabe and Timothee
Chalamet which followed a high school
drama teacher as she attends a drama
competition with three of her students.
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ave Bautista “didn’t care” if
Disney fired him over his
defense of James Gunn. The
50-year-old actor was furious

when the director was axed from
‘Guardians of the Galaxy 3’ over some
controversial past Twitter jokes so was
happy to speak up to support his pal,
even if it means he lost his role as Drax in
the franchise because he felt the studio
made a “bad call” and he “didn’t want to
be a part” of the filmmaker’s downfall.
Asked about rumors he threatened to opt
out of future projects as Drax if James

wasn’t rehired, he said: “No, it wasn’t that
I was going to jump ship and do ‘Suicide
Squad’. I was more at the point where I
was like, ‘Fire me. I don’t care. You’re
going to hear what I have to say. And this
is the way I feel and I think you made a
bad call and I don’t care if you fire me
because I feel this way. This is me being
honest and me sticking up for my friend
who was wronged.’ “So that was it. It
wasn’t about me-I’m not threatening to go
do ‘Suicide Squad’, but I was just saying,
‘If things aren’t here, I’m just going to
leave. I don’t want to be a part of this.’”
The 52-year-old filmmaker - who was
hired late last year to write the next
‘Suicide Squad’ film - was fired last July
after joking about child abuse and rape a
decade ago, but apologized shortly after-
wards and was reinstated in March. And
Dave thinks it is impressive of Disney to
have brought back the director and thinks
they have shown anyone can apologize for
making a “mistake”. He added to
‘Entertainment Tonight’: “I feel great!
They admit that they just made a wrong
decision. For a huge juggernaut of a cor-
poration like Disney to say, ‘We made a
mistake and we’re going to make this
wrong a right.’  “I mean, that says some-
thing, you know? If they can do that, if
they can change their minds and say they
made a mistake, then anybody can. And
sometimes it’s never too late to say you
were wrong.”

ophie Turner insists ‘X-Men:
Dark Phoenix’ isn’t a traditional
superhero movie. The 23-year-
old actress returns as Jean

Grey for the latest installment of the comic
book franchise but she feels it is very dif-
ferent to the other films in the series. She
said: “It’s far more character-driven and
emotional - in the same way that ‘Logan’
was different in style from the other
‘Wolverine’ and ‘X-Men’ films. This is a
family drama, rather than a superhero
movie.” Sophie admitted she had no idea
her alter ego would eventually take the
central role when she signed up for ‘X-
Men: Apocalypse’ three years ago and
was “frightened” about being able to step
up to the challenge. Asked if she knew
what producers had in mind, she said:
“Absolutely not. When I Was playing Jean
Grey in the previous movie, there were

vague rumours that the ‘Dark Phoenix’
story from the comics might be adapted
for the follow-up movie. It was only a year
and a half later that Imon Kinberg invited
me to lunch and told me what he was plan-
ning. I was frightened because, in the
comic world, this particular plot line is a
big deal, so it meant I would be under a lot
of pressure. But, at the same time, it was a
real honour to be taking up the challenge.”
Sophie particularly enjoys working with
her co-star Tye Sheridan because they are
very close off screen. Speaking to
Psychologies magazine, she said: “We’re
great friends. I’ve always said to Tye that
he’s the best on-screen boyfriend I’ve ever
had. It’s so nice to have such a wonderful
relationship with someone with whom
you’re sharing really intimate scenes.”

id Cudi has been cast in the ‘Bill & Ted’
reboot. The 35-year-old rapper - who has
sold more than 16 million records as a solo
artist - is set to star alongside Keanu Reeves

and Alex Winter in the much-anticipated reboot movie,
which is slated for release in 2020. Cudi’s casting has
already been officially confirmed, although his role has
not yet been publicly revealed. In an exchange on Twitter,
Alex - who plays the part of Bill S. Preston, Esq in the
comedy series - wrote: “@KidCudi dude. It’s been over
five years since you and I talked about you being part of
this movie. Thanks for your patience :) (sic)” And Cudi
replied: “Alex!!! Man i remember like it was yesterday!
Life is wild!! Cant wait to reunite and see u dude!! Big
hug for ya (sic)” Deadline has published a synopsis of the
eagerly awaited new film, teasing details of what fans can
expect from the project. The synopsis reads: “Yet to fulfill
their rock and roll destiny, the now middle-aged best
friends, Bill and Ted, set out on a new adventure, when a
visitor from the future warns them that only their song
can save life as we know it and bring harmony to the uni-
verse.  “Along the way, they will be helped by their
daughters, old friends, a new batch of historical figures,
and a few music legends.”— Bang Showbiz
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