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Simbine, Ahoure win 100 meters
at Boston Games track meet
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Ortega wins 110 hurdles, Lewandowski of Poland wins men’s mile in 3:57.4

PEBBLE BEACH: Gary Woodland won the 119th US
Open on Sunday, capturing his first major title with a
13-under par total to deny two-time defending cham-
pion Brook Koepka’s bid for history at Pebble Beach.

Woodland punctuated the victory with a birdie
bomb at 18, a final flourish in a display of back-nine
fortitude that saw him convert a 54-hole lead for the
first time in eight career attempts. “Once that went in,
it all kind of came out of me, it was special to finish it
off here at Pebble Beach,” said Woodland, who threw
his arms in the air then pumped his fist.

He knew his 13-under total was one better than the
12-under posted by Tiger Woods in his US Open vic-
tory at Pebble in 2000. But 19 years ago, Woods was
the only player under par, marching to victory by a
massive 15 strokes while Woodland topped a leader-
board that featured 31 players under par.

Most dangerous was Koepka, trying to become just
the second player-and the first in more than a centu-
ry-to win the US Open three straight times. He started
the day four strokes off Woodland’s lead and immedi-
ately applied pressure with four birdies in his first five
holes. But his three-under 68 left him three strokes shy
on 10-under 274. Koepka did grab a slice of US Open
history, becoming the fourth player to complete four
rounds in the 60s. Minutes later, Woodland became
the fifth with a final scoreline of 68-65-69-69.

“I was proud of myself to stay in my moment and
control myself and not get too worried about what he
was doing,” Woodland said. England’s Justin Rose,
who started the day one shot behind Woodland, strug-
gled to a three-over 74 to finish tied for third on sev-
en-under with Americans Xander Schauffele and Chez
Reavie and Spain’s Jon Rahm.

Woodland, 35, took a two-shot lead with a bold
birdie at the par-five 14th, where he powered his sec-
ond shot to the short rough behind the green and
chipped to three feet. “The idea was to play to win,”
Woodland said. “That birdie kind of separated me a
little bit.”

He was in trouble at the par-three 17th, where his
tee shot found the front right of the putting surface-on
the wrong side of a ridge in the hourglass green.
Woodland opted to pitch up and the shot tracked
straight toward the hole, settling two feet away.

“I was just trying to get it over that hump,”
Woodland said. “Fortunately I had the same shot earli-
er in the week, so I already executed it once. It came
off beautifully, and I thought it had a chance to go in
there-it gave me a little cushion on the last.”

Woodland, who admitted he once had trouble han-
dling the rush of adrenaline in pressure situations, dis-
played impressive poise on a day when plenty of play-
ers were pressing on a receptive Pebble Course.

Louis Oosthuizen got to nine-under. So did Adam
Scott. Only Rory McIlroy was going backwards, the
Northern Ireland star’s bid doomed by a brace of dou-
ble-bogeys. Even Tiger Woods got on the birdie
bandwagon with six birdies on his last 12 holes. But
after four bogeys in his first five, it was too little too
late, the 15-time major winner finishing two-under and
11 shots off the pace.

Koepka’s charge slowed with a bogey at the eighth,
and after two birdies and a bogey on the front nine,
Woodland turned with a two-shot lead over Koepka
and Rose. Koepka pulled within one with a birdie at
the 11th, giving the shot back at 12 when he failed to
get up and down from a bunker. Woodland also
bogeyed the par-three 12th, but he salvaged a par
after a poor tee shot at 13 to stay in front. Trailing by
two on the tee of the par-five 18th, Koepka found the
fairway and ripped his second shot to the short rough
behind the green, but his chip left him nine feet for
birdie and he settled for a closing par.—AFP
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NEW YORK: South Africa’s Akani Simbine and reign-
ing world 60m indoor champion Murielle Ahoure of
Ivory Coast won 100 meters titles at Sunday’s Boston
Games athletics meet. The unique event’s feature races
were contested on a portable 200m straightaway strip
installed at the finishing area for the Boston Marathon.

Simbine, the reigning Commonwealth Games 100m
champion, won his specialty in 9.92 seconds, .11 ahead
of American Kendal Williams. “A 9.92, that’s good on
this track,” said Simbine, whose effort came following
afternoon showers dampened the track.

Ahoure won the women’s 100 in 11.09 with American
Aleia Hobbs .02 back. “I feel really rusty,” Ahoure said.
“I was so nervous.” World 2017 100m champion Tori
Bowie, who tore a quadriceps muscle last year, was
third in 11.22.

“Coming back from tearing my quad, Im off to an
amazing start,” Bowie said. Reigning Olympic women’s
400 champion Shaunae Miller-Uibo of Bahamas won
the 150 meters in 16.37, her third Boston title in a row
at the unusual distance, with Trinidad and Tobago’s
Michelle-Lee Ahye second in 16.60.

“It’s always fun to come to Boston. I’m three for
three,” Miller-Uibo said. “I just hope to continue to
improve this year. Things are falling into place slowly
but surely.” American Noah Lyles was given a dubious
bailout on a disqualification and took advantage to win
the men’s 150 in 14.69, beating Britain’s Nethaneel
Mitchell-Blake by 0.41 of a second.

What appeared even in slow-motion replay to be an
obvious false start was instead ruled to be inconclusive
evidence, allowing Lyles to race. “What did the guy at

the start say? Green card. Then it was a green card,”
Lyles said. “No time goal. We wanted to get this right
for the 100 and 200. get a good start like the 100 and
finish strong like the 200.”

Britain’s Zharnel Hughes, last year’s European 100m
champion, won the 200 in 20.00, beating Trinidad and
Tobago’s Kyle Greaux by 0.09. “I just tried to finish
myself strong,” Hughes said. “I propeled through my
finish and pushed hard to the line.

“I’m happy with that. This is my first 200 of the sea-
son. As the season goes along I’ll get better.” Anastasia
Le-Roy, a member of Jamaica’s 2015 world champion
women’s 4x400 relay, won the women’s 200 in 23.12,
defeating American Lynna Irby by 0.12 to defend her
title. “It’s fantastic,” she said. “I was so excited to come
back and run in the streets of Boston. You just have to
finish strong.”

Cuban-born Spaniard Orlando Ortega, the 2016 Rio
Olympic 110 hurdles runner-up, won the 110 hurdles in
13.32 seconds, edging American Shane Brathwaite at
the line by 0.01 for his third Boston win in a row in the
event as he looks toward next year’s Tokyo Olympics.

“That’s amazing,” Ortega said. “I’m very happy to be
back here. I think I can go into every competition well.
This is my big dream now, to go to Tokyo and be the
best.” American Sharika Nelvis won the 100 hurdles in
12.65. American Shamier Little, the 2015 world 400m
hurdles runner-up running three days after she raced in
Oslo, won the 200 hurdles in 25.88 seconds, .17 ahead
of runner-up Ronda Whyte of Jamaica.

American Ajee Wilson, two-time world indoor runn-
erup and 2017 outdoor bronze medalist at 800 meters,

won the 600 in 1:26.3, edging Uruguay’s Deborah
Rodriguez by 0.6 of a second.

Reigning European 1,500m champion Marcin

Lewandowski of Poland won the men’s mile in 3:57.4,
with American Drew Hunter edging Britain’s Chris
O’Hare for second with both clocked at 3:57.6. —AFP

BIRMINGHAM: In this file photo taken on March 02, 2018 Gold medalist Ivory Coast’s Murielle Ahoure wraps
herself in the Ivorian flag as she celebrates after the women’s 60m final event at the 2018 IAAF World Indoor
Athletics Championships at the Arena in Birmingham. — AFP

ROMA: Kuwaiti shooter Eman Al-Shamma won the
gold medal of the Skeet women championship in His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait’s International Shooting
Cup, held in Italy. President of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations Eng Duaij  Al-Otaibi told
KUNA yesterday that Al-Shammaa won the first
place in the Skeet competition in the fourth day of
the championship, while the shooter Ahmad Al-Afasi
managed to achieve third place in the double trap in
the competition.

He expressed his pride in the excellent results in the
competition of more than 400 shooters from 16 coun-

tries. He pointed out the world champion talented
Abdul-Rahman Al-Faihan’s win of the first place in the
Olympic trap game, which strengthens Kuwait’s global
position in the sport of shooting. He congratulated
Kuwait on these outstanding achievements and
expressed gratitude of the Kuwaiti delegation and the
team to Kuwait’s Public Authority for Sports and its
Director-General Dr Humoud Al-Flaiteh for their con-
tinued support. President of the Italian shooting federa-
tion Senator Luciano Rossi and Kuwait Charge
d’Affaires Sami Al-Zamanan handed over the medals
and trophies to the winners. — KUNA

SYDNEY: Wallaby flyhalf and inspirational cancer sur-
vivor Christian Lealiifano said yesterday he will leave
the ACT Brumbies at the end of the season for Japan
after an offer that was “too hard to turn down”.

Lealiifano, the captain of the Canberra-based Super
Rugby side, said he made the “really difficult decision”
to leave the Brumbies after 12 years and 148 appear-
ances. “Dan (Brumbies coach Dan McKellar) sat down
and offered me another contract extension and I had to
look at that and I had to factor in all my goals for the
next little while and think about my family,” Lealiifano
told reporters.

“And then I got an offer from Japan as well and it
was probably too hard to turn down with my young
boy and my wife, and not getting any younger as well,
so I thought it was time to think about them rather than
myself.”

Lealiifano-who has had stints with Japanese Top
League team Toyota Shokki and Irish side Ulster-is set
to join Ichikawa-based NTT Communications. The 31-
year-old has been a key part of the Brumbies’ success-
ful season and the team will host South Africa’s Sharks
in the Super Rugby quarter-finals in Canberra on
Saturday.

Lealiifano, who has played 19 Tests for the Wallabies,
is in the frame for a World Cup spot in Japan later this
year. The move comes just two years after Lealiifano
returned to playing rugby after he was diagnosed with
leukaemia in 2016. He had a successful bone marrow
transplant and entered remission in 2017.

McKellar praised Lealiifano for his contribution to
the club, adding that he was sad to see him leave. “You
will not meet a more selfless person then Christian
Lealiifano. To go through what he went through, and to
come back and still find time to lead and care for those
around him, to be there for his teammates, he’s an
incredible person,” McKellar said in a statement. “He
should be very proud of the legacy he leaves at the
Brumbies.” — AFP
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PARIS: Naomi Osaka retained top place in the WTA
rankings yesterday in an unchanged top 20 with two
weeks to go to Wimbledon.

Osaka and French Open winner Ashleigh Barty are
playing on grass in Birmingham this week in prepara-
tion for Wimbledon.  American Alison Riske moves up
12 places to 49th  following her win over Kiki Bertens in
the final of the s’Hertogenbosch tournament in the
Netherlands on Sunday.

WTA rankings as of June 17 (changes in brackets):
1. Naomi Osaka (JPN) 6,377 pts
2. Ashleigh Barty (AUS) 6,125
3. Karolina Pliskova (CZE) 5,685
4. Kiki Bertens (NED) 5,425
5. Petra Kvitova (CZE) 4,925
6. Angelique Kerber (GER) 4,675
7. Elina Svitolina (UKR) 3,967
8. Simona Halep (ROU) 3,963
9. Sloane Stephens (USA) 3,682
10. Aryna Sabalenka (BLR) 3,565
11. Serena Williams (USA) 3,411
12. Anastasija Sevastova (LAT) 3,366
13. Belinda Bencic (SUI) 2,953
14. Caroline Wozniacki (DEN) 2,833
15. Qiang Wang (CHN) 2,752
16. Marketa Vondrousova (CZE) 2,746
17. Madison Keys (USA) 2,615
18. Johanna Konta (GBR) 2,430
19.  Julia Gorges (GER) 2,400

20. Anett Kontaveit (EST) 2,335.
Novak Djokovic leads the men’s ATP tennis rankings

released yesterday ahead of French Open champion
Rafael Nadal and former world number one Roger
Federer.

The top of the rankings remains unchanged a week
after Nadal claimed the Roland Garros title with victo-
ry over Dominic Thiem in the final. Federer lost to
Nadal in the semis in his first appearance in Paris since
2015 and will be playing on grass in Halle in Germany
on Tuesday as the focus switches to the Wimbledon
build-up.

1. Novak Djokovic (SRB) 12,715 pts
2. Rafael Nadal (ESP) 7,945
3. Roger Federer (SUI) 6,420
4. Dominic Thiem (AUT) 4,685

5. Alexander Zverev (GER) 4,360
6. Stefanos Tsitsipas (GRE) 4,215
7. Kei Nishikori (JPN) 4,040
8. Kevin Anderson (RSA) 3,565
9. Karen Khachanov (RUS) 2,980
10. Fabio Fognini (ITA) 2,785
11. John Isner (USA) 2,715
12. Juan Mart?n Del Potro (ARG) 2,695
13. Daniil Medvedev (RUS) 2,625
14. Borna Coric (CRO) 2,615
15. Marin Cilic (CRO) 2,395
16. Gael Monfils (FRA) 2,055
17. Nikoloz Basilashvili (GEO) 1,970
18. Milos Raonic (CAN) 1,900
19. Stan Wawrinka (SUI) 1,715
20. Roberto Bautista (ESP) 1,690. — AFP
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