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JOHANNESBURG: Egypt superstar Mohamed Salah
came off the bench but did not score as the 2019
Africa Cup of Nations hosts defeated fellow qualifiers
Guinea 3-1 Sunday in a warm-up match. 

Marwan Mohsen gave the Pharaohs an early lead
in Alexandria that was cancelled by Sory Kaba mid-
way through the second half. Ahmed Ali, recalled for
the Cup of Nations after a lengthy absence from the
national squad, put Egypt ahead again and Omar
Gaber scored a late goal to ensure victory.

It was the second warm-up victory for Egypt, who
defeated qualifiers Tanzania 1-0 three days ago at the
same stadium. Egypt are in Group A with the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda and
Zimbabwe for the June 21-July 19 tournament as they
seek a record-extending eighth African title. 

While Egypt are on a winning streak, serious title
contenders Morocco suffered a second home loss in
a row as they fell 3-2 to non-qualifiers Zambia.

Ajax Amsterdam star Hakim Ziyech equalised
twice for a team considered one of the biggest
threats to title favourites Egypt only for Enock
Mwepu to snatch a 75th-minute winner.

Morocco, who lost to the Gambia last Wednesday,
are guided by Frenchman Herve Renard, the only
coach to win the Cup of Nations with different coun-
tries. He led outsiders Zambia to the title in 2012 and
repeated the feat three years later with perennial
underachievers the Ivory Coast. 

Everton star Idrissa Gueye scored the first half
goal that gave Senegal a 1-0 victory over Nigeria
behind closed doors in Ismailia, one of the venues for
the African showpiece.  Three-time champions
Nigeria and former runners-up Senegal are expected
to go far in the first Cup of Nations to feature 24
teams, up from 16 two years ago in Gabon.

Andy Delort, a late call-up by Algeria after the
axing of Haris Belkebla for baring his back side
online, scored the winner in a thrilling 3-2 victory
over Mali in Doha. Mali were in front twice before
Delort netted nine minutes from time for Algeria,
whose lone African title came at home 29 years ago.  

This match was also played behind closed doors
as coaches put the final touches to preparations for a
tournament that kicks off Friday with a match
between Egypt and Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe led at half-
time through a Knox Mutizwa goal and Mbwana
Samatta equalised for Tanzania in a 1-1 draw between
the qualifiers in Cairo.  — AFP

Salah helps Egypt
to another Africa 
Cup warm-up victory

Suarez, Cavani score as Uruguay 
crush Ecuador in Copa America

BELO HORIZONTE: Luis Suarez and Edinson Cavani
were on target as Uruguay thumped 10-man Ecuador
4-0 in their opening Group C match at the Copa
America on Sunday. Nicolas Lodeiro opened the scor-
ing after just six minutes before Ecuador full-back
Jose Quintero was dismissed for a flailing arm.

With a numerical advantage, Uruguay ran riot at
the Mineirao stadium in Belo Horizonte as Cavani and
Suarez netted before the break. The rout was com-
pleted 12 minutes from time with an Arturo Mina own
goal. “We had chances in the first half, we managed to
take them and that gave us the tranquility to manage
the game,” said Cavani, who finally scored his first
Copa America goal in his fourth participation.

“It was an important step.” It was the ideal begin-
ning for Uruguay in a tough Group C alongside cham-
pions Chile and guests Japan, who meet on Monday in
Sao Paulo. “We’re not as bad as that,” lamented
Ecuador’s Colombian coach Hernan Dario Gomez.

“It was a match that got away from us, especially in
the first half when it got away from us in every
aspect.” Uruguay were off to a dream start. Suarez
crossed from the right and Lodeiro proved the coolest
customer in the Mineirao stadium as he beat one
defender with his chest control, flicked the ball over
another and then hit a crisp, low volley into the bot-
tom far corner.

“We knew they would be very tough opponents.
The important thing was start the game with maximum
concentration and we managed that,” said Cavani.
Uruguay were rampant and had the ball in the net
soon afterwards only for Cavani to be given offside in
the build-up. Ecuador brought a physicality to the
contest that upset the Uruguayan players and
Quintero was perhaps lucky to escape punishment
when catching Diego Laxalt with an elbow in an aerial

challenge. But moments later, his arm made contact
with Lodeiro’s face when challenging for another
header, this time drawing blood. Brazilian referee
Anderson Daronco-whose bulging arm muscles put
even Ecuador’s strapping players to shame-initially
showed the full-back a yellow card but after consult-
ing VAR he changed that to red. That left Ecuador
with a mountain to climb.

On 27 minutes, Alexander Dominguez made a bril-
liant low save to turn behind Cavani’s half-volley from
15 yards. Paris Saint-Germain forward Cavani was
denied again when Dominguez stunningly tipped his
clever back-flick onto the post one-handed.

But it was third time lucky on 33 minutes as Diego
Godin headed the ball into the danger area and Cavani
acrobatically rasped a bicycle kick from seven yards
past a helpless Dominguez, his 47th international goal.

Nahitan Nandez wasted a good chance, shooting
straight at Dominguez but Suarez put the game to bed
a minute before the break, stealing in at the back post
to poke home a flick-on from Martin Caceres.

With the game all but over as a contest, the second
half was a damp squib of an affair. Uruguay had the
ball in the net soon after the restart but Cavani was
offside again. Ecuador showed plenty of commitment,
continuing to rough up Uruguay’s more technical
players, but never looked like they believed they
would get anything out of the game.

Uruguay looked content to play a patient posses-
sion game without pushing for more goals. Cavani did
send Suarez scampering in on goal after a defensive
mistake but Dominguez was quickly off his line to
snatch the ball off the Barcelona forward’s toes.

The fourth came in calamitous fashion as Gaston
Pereiro tried to pick out Suarez from Cavani’s cross
even though he was only six yards from goal. His

header dropped to Ecuador center-half Mina, who
inadvertently volleyed into his own goal.

“The important thing was that the team won and

now we’ll prepare for the next match,” against Japan
on Thursday, said Suarez, who notched his 57th goal
for Uruguay.— AFP

BELO HORIZONTE:  Uruguay’s Matias Vecino (L) vies for the ball with Ecuador’s Gabriel Achilier during the
Copa America football tournament group match at the Mineirao Stadium in Belo Horizonte, Brazil. — AFP

Uruguay run riot at Mineirao stadium in Belo Horizonte

RIO DE JANEIRO: Boualem Khoukhi
scored 13 minutes from time as Asian
champions Qatar hit back from 2-0
down to earn a 2-2 draw with Paraguay
at the Copa America on Sunday. An
Oscar Cardozo penalty and a stunning
Derlis Gonzalez strike gave the South
Americans a 2-0 lead in Rio de Janeiro
but goals from Almoez Ali and Khoukhi
in the final quarter snatched a share of
the Group B spoils for the tournament
debutants.

“It’s a fair result, we deserved the
point we gained,” said Qatar’s Spanish
coach Felix Sanchez. He praised his play-
ers for “keeping the faith” and “showing
the desire to go after the game, that was
the most positive thing for us.”

It left the sides two points behind
Group B leaders Colombia, who opened
their account with a 2-0 win over Lionel
Messi’s Argentina on Saturday. “We
were unable to manage our advantage
and we leave with a bitter taste,” admit-
ted Gonzalez.

Tournament invitees Qatar made a
disastrous start with a defensive mix up
in the first minute causing panic in their

own area. The Asian champions survived
but Paraguay kept the pressure on and a
couple of minutes later had won a penal-
ty for handball after a Bruno Valdez
header struck Portuguese-born full-back
Pedro Miguel’s arm.

Cardozo hammered the resulting spot
kick straight down the middle of the goal
to give Paraguay a fourth-minute lead.
Qatar should have equalized on 16 min-
utes but incredibly two players missed
an open goal.

Left-back Hassan Abdelkarim flashed
an inviting center across the six yard
box where Sudanese-born Ali and Hasan
Khalid Al Haydos both somehow con-
trived to completely miss the ball from
just a couple of yards out.

Qatar, the next World Cup hosts in
2022, were neat and tidy in possession
but initially lacked the cutting edge and
ruthlessness that Paraguay showed. The
South Americans threatened to double
their lead but Fabian Balbuena headed
over and Hernan Perez forced a smart
save from goalkeeper Saad Al-Sheeb.

Qatar had another great chance to
equalize after Al Haydas’s beautiful
chipped pass found Abdulaziz Hatem six
yards out at an angle, but he blasted a
volley straight into goalkeeper Roberto
Fernandez’s chest.

Paraguay looked to have doubled
their lead on 51 minutes when Cardozo
turned home a Miguel Almiron cross, but
VAR adjudged Gonzalez to have been
offside in the build-up. Five minutes lat-

er, though, Gonzalez himself scored the
second with a screamer from 25 yards
into the top corner.

Qatar were back in it halfway through
the second period with a special strike of
their own as Ali’s shot from the corner of
the 18-yard box took a nick off a
defender’s foot and arched over
Fernandez into the top corner, drawing
cheers from the sparse crowd inside the
Maracana stadium.

And the Asian champions were level
13 minutes from time after opening up
the Paraguay defense with a slick pass-

ing move. Akram Afif slipped in Algerian-
born Khoukhi, running in at an angle
between full-back and center-back.

His finish hit Fernandez’s knee and
ballooned up into the air where the
back tracking Rodrigo Rojas attempted
to head it off the line but succeeded
only in putting the ball into the roof of
the net and then injured himself falling
into the goal. “We need to take a look
at our midfield play,” Paraguay coach
Eduardo Berizzo said. “We were up
against very good opponents, we knew
what were up against.”—AFP

Qatar hit back
to snatch
Paraguay draw

RIO DEJANEIRO: Qatar’s Almoez Ali (L) misses a goal opportunity against
Paraguay’s goalkeeper Roberto Fernandez (C) during their Copa America football
tournament group match at Maracana Stadium in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. — AFP

JOHANNESBURG: Former France star Alain Giresse makes
a fourth attempt to win the Africa Cup of Nations as a
coach when he leads Group E favourites Tunisia in Egypt
this month. Now 66, he steered Mali to third place in 2012,
but subsequent campaigns with Senegal and Mali ended in
first round exits. Tunisia should prove too strong for Angola,
Mali and debutants Mauritania, but Carthage Eagles sup-
porters will expect the team to go much further. Here, AFP
Sport looks at a section where Angola and Mali are expect-
ed to slug it out to be runners-up and claim the other guar-
anteed place in the second round. 

ANGOLA
The Portuguese-speaking southern Africa country are

back after failing to qualify for the last two editions, but it
was a close call. Needing maximum points away to strug-
gling Botswana, they scraped a 1-0 win through a goal
from Wilson Eduardo, one of several Portugal-based pro-
fessionals in the squad.  Coached by Serb Srdjan Vasiljevic,
Angola are a workmanlike team with Geraldo from
Egyptian club giants Al Ahly providing creativity on the
right flank. The best they have achieved in seven previous
appearances is two quarter-final appearances and they will
do well to match that feat. Verdict: A round-of-16 place
would seem the limit

MALI
The west African nation provided some of the pre-tour-

nament drama with a threat of disqualification hanging over
a squad that was named 96 hours after the deadline. World
body FIFA warned Malian football officials to get their act
together regarding the holding of elections or face suspen-
sion, and they did so with less than a week to spare. Mali
have often punched above their weight, finishing third in
2012 and 2013 after twice eliminating the host nations, but

did not get out of their group in the last two editions. Coach
Mohamed Magassouba has emphasised youth with the old-
est player-goalkeeper Ibrahim Mounkoro-only 29 and new
Southampton forward Moussa Djenepo is set to attract
attention. Verdict: Another side that will struggle to get
beyond the second round

MAURITANIA
After decades being among the weakest African football

nations, the largely desert northwestern country have
reached the Cup of Nations for the first time. National
coach Corentin Martins attributes the change of fortunes to
methodical planning with a second division and age-limit
leagues down to under-13 being introduced. “This will
ensure there is plenty of talent to choose the various nation-
al teams from,” said the French coach, who has overseen
steady improvement in the national team over four years.
Asked to name his stars, Martins replied: “The team. Many
of them are playing abroad and they have gained a lot of
tactical and technical knowledge.” Verdict: Winning a match
would be great; reaching the round-of-16 a fairytale

TUNISIA
Giresse says the bottom line is reaching the quarter-

finals as Tunisia prepare to make a record-extending 14th
consecutive appearance at the tournament. They became
champions at home in 2004, finished runners-up to hosts
South Africa in 1996 and were fourth in between. — AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: The Asian qualifiers draw for the
2022 World Cup qualifying round and the 2023 Asian
Cup finals will be held on July 17 in Kuala Lumpur, the
continental soccer governing body (AFC) said yesterday.

Forty nations will be drawn into eight groups of
five teams with seedings based on the latest FIFA
world rankings released this month. Teams will face
each other home and away, with matches to be held
from Sept. 5 to June 9 next year.

Twelve teams-eight group winners and four best
runners-up-advance to both the Asian Cup finals to be
held in China and the final round of World Cup quali-
fiers. Meanwhile, the next best 24 teams will compete
in a separate round of qualifiers to fight for the
remaining 12 slots in the 24-team Asian Cup.

The final team in Pot 5 is yet to be decided after Sri
Lanka’s second leg with Macau was cancelled when
the team from the former Portuguese colony refused
to travel to Colombo citing safety concerns following
the Easter Sunday attacks in April. Macau lead 1-0 on
aggregate after the first leg earlier this month.

Pots for the Asian Qualifiers
Pot 1: Iran, Japan, South Korea, Australia, Qatar,
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, China
Pot 2: Iraq, Uzbekistan, Syria, Oman, Lebanon, Kyrgyz
Republic, Vietnam, Jordan
Pot 3: Palestine, India, Bahrain, Thailand, Tajikistan,
North Korea, Chinese Taipei, Philippines
Pot 4: Turkmenistan, Myanmar, Hong Kong, Yemen,
Afghanistan, Maldives, Kuwait, Malaysia
Pot 5: Indonesia, Singapore, Nepal, Cambodia,
Bangladesh, Mongolia, Guam, Macau/Sri Lanka. —Reuters
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