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Prospected business cooperation
looms high in Amir’s visit to Iraq

Agreement eyed for the northern crude oil fields’ development

BAGHDAD: Iraqi President Dr Barham Salih welcomes His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.— Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Iraqi President Dr Barham Salih, as senior officials from both
countries attend the meeting.

KUWAIT: Prospected cooperation in the
sector of businesses and oil loomed high in
the talks held by Kuwaiti and Iraqi officials
during His Highness the Amir’s landmark
visit to neighboring Iraq yesterday. His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, during his official visit
to Iraq, held talks with Prime Minister Adel
Abdul Mahdi at the Government Palace in
the Iraqi capital. His Highness the Amir
headed the participating Kuwaiti officials
and the Iraqi premier led the Iraqi officials,
holding cordial official discussions on
means of boosting bilateral ties and
expanding cooperation at various levels.
Among the officials who spoke about spe-
cific topics; raised during the marathon,
day-long talks topped with a summit meet-
ing, was Kuwaiti Minister of Commerce,
Industry and Minister of State for Services
Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan who said that
the discussions between the Iraqi and
Kuwaiti officials addressed planned treaties
to be signed by the two sides very soon,
adding that executives of private Kuwaiti
and Iraqi companies would visit the two
countries to explore cooperation prospects.
“There will be work for overhauling the
(border) Safwan and Al-Abdali checkpoints
for sake of boosting land commercial
exchanges,” he announced further, marking
mutual desires to broaden the scope of
cooperation between the two neighbors.

Northern crude oil fields
Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Minister of Oil,

Electricity and Water Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel
announced that Kuwait would ink an agree-
ment with Iraq once feasibility studies for
the northern crude oil fields have been
finalized. Speaking after talks with Iraqi
officials, minister Al-Fadhel said Kuwait’s
Oil Ministry planned to work out an accord
with the Iraqi side after assessing the
prospected crude output at the northern
fields. Moreover, there are “serious steps to
link up Iraq with the GCC electricity grid,”
said the minister in one of the significant
revelations made during the day-long visit
by His Highness the Amir and senior offi-
cials of the State of Kuwait to the neighbor-
ing state.

In the meantime, Iraqi Oil Minister Thamer
Al-Gadhban praised directions of His
Highness the Amir to overcome obstacles
facing bilateral cooperation between Kuwait
and Iraq. This came after the official talks
held in Baghdad between the Iraqi President
and His Highness the Amir. During the talks,
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad stressed on the
importance of overcoming obstacles facing
the issuance of entry visas and facilitate the
movement of goods between the two coun-
tries, the Minister said in a statement to the
press. The discussion also included other
issues related to economic cooperation,
mainly in the sectors of gas and trade. Both

sides agreed on completing the remaining
terms of the gas agreement signed between
both countries with taking into consideration
what has been reached during the latest
meeting of the Iraqi-Kuwaiti Joint
Committee, held in Kuwait last month, he
noted. Issues of trade, free trade zone, recon-
struction of the border cross point between
the two countries, were also discussed during
the meeting, the minister added.

Iraqi parliament speaker Mohammad Al-
Halbousi lauded Kuwait’s backing for his
country, urging Baghdad and Kuwait to
resolve pending issues. The Iraqi speaker’s
statement came during his meeting with His
Highness the Amir. He also called for acti-
vating parliamentary diplomacy between
the two neighboring countries urging both
sides to coordinate stances at international
quarters regarding regional issues.

Kuwaiti, Iraqi ministers meet
Meanwhile, a number of Kuwaiti minis-

ters met with their Iraqi counterparts on
sidelines of the official visit by His Highness
the Amir to Iraq. During the meeting held at
the government palace in Baghdad, the
ministers discussed a number of bilateral
issues and enhancing cooperation between
the two countries in various fields. The
meeting was attended by Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khalid Al-Hamad Al-

Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Interior Sheikh Khalid Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah, Finance Minister Dr Nayef Falah Al-
Hajraf, Minister of Trade and Industry and
Minister of State for Services Khalid
Nasser Al-Rodan, Minister of Oil,
Electricity and Water, Dr Khalid Ali Al-
Fadhel.

The Iraqi side was represented by
Culture Minister Abdul Amir Al-Hamdani,
Secretary General of the Council of
Ministers Hamid Al-Ghazi, Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research
Qusay Al-Suhail, Chairman of the
Investment Authority Sami Al-Araji, Finance
Minister Fuad Hussein and Minister of
Electricity Loay Al-Khatib and Iraqi

Ambassador to Kuwait Ali Al-Hashemi.
The visit of His Highness the Amir was

the first in seven years. He visited Baghdad
to participate in the Arab summit at its 23rd
regular session in 2012. The visit comes just
one month after Iraqi Prime Minister Adel
Abdul Mahdi’s first visit to Kuwait. His
Highness the Amir met during his visit with
Iraqi President Dr Barham Salih at the Al-
Salam Palace in Baghdad. During the meet-
ing, they reviewed the good brotherly rela-
tions between the two countries and the
two brotherly peoples and means of
enhancing them. The talks also dealt with
issues of common concern and the latest
developments on the regional and interna-
tional arenas. — KUNA

Kuwaiti ministers meet with their Iraqi counterparts on sidelines of the official visit
by His Highness the Amir to Iraq.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with
Iraqi parliament speaker Mohammad Al-Halbousi.

Iraqi President Dr Barham Salih bids farewell to His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah at the conclusion of his visit.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with
Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi.

BRUSSELS: A number of Arab, Belgian and
other European activists have joined forces
with the famous cultural house BOZAR in
Brussels to launch a project promoting
Arabic literature, helping challenge anti-
Arab stereotypes. Kuwait’s ambassador to
Belgium, the European Union and NATO,
Jasem Al-Budaiwi, attended the opening
ceremony of the project called “Lagrange
Points,” on Tuesday. Budaiwi expressed his
happiness about the project, describing it as
a very important initiative. This project will
expose the true and rich culture of the Arab
world, he said, ahead of a similar event in
the new European Parliament next
September or October to expose the posi-
tive aspect of Arabic literature and culture.

Hashim Ibrahim from Syria, one of the
initiators of the project, said it aims to pro-
mote Arabic culture including literature,
music, art and cuisine. “We have to support
cultural projects to make it acceptable to a
wide range of people who are curious to
know about Arabic culture and literature,”
he said. Similarly, Tomas Van Respaille, who
works at BOZAR’s international department,
of BOZAR said he hopes the project would
change the narrative existing on the Arab
world in Belgium. “What you hear in the
media and politics is totally different, so we
want to show another side,” he explained.
According to a study released last year, 18

percent of the population in Brussels speak
Arabic, he noted.

Over the course of three months, visitors
will be able to discover the rich tradition of
literature and books from the Arab world,
with titles available in Arabic, English,
French and Dutch. The socio-cultural proj-
ect creates a refreshing image of the Arab

world as a counterweight to the often pop-
ulist discourse that reaches us through a
variety of channels, he added. According to
unofficial estimates, over 442,000 people of
Arab origin, including Moroccans,
Algerians, Tunisians, among others, live in
Belgium, which has a total population of
around 11 million. — KUNA

Project launched in Belgium to promote Arab culture

BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s ambassador in Brussels Jasem Al-Budaiwi with Hisham
Ibrahim, an initiator of the project. — KUNA NEW YORK: It is imperative to equip

UN peacekeeping personnel with proper
training, which includes disciplinary
practices and language skills, said a
Kuwaiti diplomat yesterday. “Some 70
years after the inaugural UN peacekeep-
ing mission was established, we have
developed solid peacekeeping princi-
ples,” Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative to the UN Mansour Al-
Otaibi said amid annual UN talks over

peacekeeping operations. He highlighted
the need to strengthen the relationship
between peacekeeping operations and
host countries, which is crucial to ensure
the success of the mission. On this rela-
tionship, the Kuwaiti envoy said host
nations shoulder a bigger responsibility
towards the success of UN peacekeep-
ing missions, citing the ‘praiseworthy’
peace initiative in the Ivory Coast as a
case in point. —KUNA

Kuwait says UN peacekeepers
need adequate training

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the UN Mansour Al-Otaibi
speaks during annual UN talks over peacekeeping operations. — KUNA


