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By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

There are many definitions of the word ‘entre-
preneur’, but the way I define entrepreneurs
is as follows: “People who are willing to take

risks and run their own businesses to make a differ-
ence within the community in a creative way.” 

I think everyone is capable of making positive
changes in society and we all have potentials that
can be creative, and we can financially benefit from
them. I know taking the decision to be an entrepre-
neur can be challenging at first, but it is something
worth your while if you do not feel happy in your
corporate job. This depends from person to person
and you need to know what feels best for you. Here
are a few legal points that are important for first-
time entrepreneurs.

Owning a license
Not all creative activities need a legal license

under Kuwaiti law, but it is always more profession-
al to get one. If you are a photographer or a copy-
writer, you can always provide your services with-
out a license to begin with to save on legal and
administrational fees.

What type of license 
What type of license you get depends on many

different aspects regarding the activity of the com-
pany. Some licenses need special approval from
certain ministries, such as anything media-related
needs approval from the ministry of information.
Some licenses can be merged with another, so one
company can have two different activities, such as
selling watches and gifts. To find out which license
to get, you should visit the Kuwait Business Center. 

If you have an idea for a company activity that
you are interested in but it does not fall under a
particular type of license, you can apply for a new
type of license so do not feel like you have to stick
to certain activities in Kuwait - be creative!

Shareholders 
I cannot emphasis this enough - having a legal

document between your partners and you is very
crucial from the beginning, even if your partners are
family members or friends. The obligations and
responsibilities of each party should be laid out
from the beginning - this can be done through a
contract or through the constitutional documents of
the company. The constitutional documents of the
company are the license and the articles of associa-
tion, a document that is certified by the ministry. 

For questions or queries, please email us at
info@ftl-legal.com.

Being an 
entrepreneur

KUWAIT: Director of the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees in Kuwait (UNHCR) Samer
Hadadian has hailed Kuwait, on the occasion of the
World Refugee Day, as a role model for humanitarian
activism, recalling its generous aid to refugees and
needy people worldwide. Kuwait does not hesitate to
provide support and humanitarian assistance to people
in need and to help mobilize international response to
humanitarian crises around the world, Hadadian said.
He noted that Kuwait had intensified its humanitarian
action to cope with the surge in regional conflicts and
numbers of displaced people worldwide.

Kuwait’s contributions to the UNHCR since 2013
amounted to approximately $400 million, which helped
provide emergency humanitarian aid and protection
services to millions of conflict-affected men, women
and children in Syria, Yemen and Iraq, the UN official
pointed out. He underlined that the UN proclamation of
His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as a ‘Humanitarian Leader’
and the designation of Kuwait as a ‘Humanitarian
Center’ in 2014 was a well-deserved move due to
Kuwait’s unprecedented initiatives and generous dona-
tions to people in distress and leading regional and
international philanthropic role. He noted that the world
was witnessing the commitment of Kuwait through its
active engagement with United Nations agencies and
its huge donations to relevant United Nations agencies
and other humanitarian and charitable initiatives.

Kuwait — represented by its political leadership,
government and people, the private sector, charitable
and humanitarian organizations — has become a role
model for world countries in humanitarian activism, he
said. “It has not excluded any sect or race from its
donations and has made contributions to Africa, Europe
and Asia,” Hadadian pointed out, citing Kuwait’s chair-
ing of an international donors’ conference to support
Rohingya refugee in Geneva in 2017, which raised aid
pledges amounting to $335 million. Kuwait has also
hosted three international conferences between 2013
and 2015 in response to the humanitarian crisis in Syria,
co-chaired two others for the same purpose and creat-
ed an international mechanism to follow up donors’ ful-
fillment of their aid pledges for Syrian refugees. He
explained that the conferences chaired and co-orga-
nized by Kuwait raised nearly $30 billion of aid pledges
to provide basic humanitarian support for refugees and
displaced Syrians. Kuwait also hosted an international
conference for Iraq reconstruction in 2018 which raised
$30 billion of investment pledges, he said.

On World Refugee Day, Kuwait emerges
as role model for humanitarian activism

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society Dr Hilal Al-Sayer said that the KRCS continues
to provide humanitarian assistance to all refugees and
displaced people in any part of the world in accordance
with the principles of the International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement. Sayer stated the number of
refugees in the world is increasing due to the rising
number of natural disasters and man-made crises. He
stressed the need to exert more efforts to pave the way
for the returning of refugees to their homes after the
end of the conflicts. “The number of refugees is grow-
ing and the magnitude of their human suffering is
unbearable. They are separated from their families, liv-
ing in the open without homes and haunted by death
everywhere,” he regretted.

Political Science Lecturer at the Kuwait University
Dr Ghanim Al-Najjar echoed a similar sentiment, argu-

ing that the number of refugees this year had exceeded
65 million, more than their peers during the WWII. He
highlighted the decades-long plight of Palestinian
refugees who still suffering until today. Najjar lauded
Kuwait’s supportive role to refugees worldwide citing
as example Kuwait’s hosting conferences for support-
ing refugees in Syria and other countries as well as its
regular contributions to the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA). He recalled UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres’s praise to Kuwait contribution to humanitari-
an causes and its fulfillment of aid pledges. Kuwait sup-
ports UN humanitarian organizations, especially the
UNHCR, more than any other countries, he said. He
shed lights on the efforts of the Kuwaiti humanitarian
organizations, especially the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society, to help needy people around the world.

The World Refugee Day, internationally observed
on June 20 each year, is dedicated to raising aware-
ness of the situation of refugees throughout the world.
On this day, the United Nations, United Nations
Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and countless civic groups
around the world host World Refugee Day events in
order to draw the public’s attention to the millions of
refugees and internally displaced persons worldwide
who have been forced to flee their homes due to war,
conflict and persecution.  annual commemoration is
marked by a variety of events in more than 100 coun-
tries, involving government officials, humanitarian aid
workers, celebrities, civilians and the forcibly dis-
placed themselves. The theme of this year’s celebra-
tion is ‘Take a Step with Refugees’ to urge people
worldwide to take big and small steps in solidarity
with refugees.  —KUNA


