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CAIRO: Unpopular in power and deposed after huge
protests, Egypt’s ex-president Mohamed Morsi could be
humanized in the eyes of many Egyptians after his death in
court Monday. “It is sad, from a strictly human point of
view”, a trader in central Cairo said of the former head of
state, who had been imprisoned since his 2013 fall from
power, and was buried on Tuesday. “He was old and ill.
Whatever one thinks of the political situation, his death
while the court was in-session shows that those who
judged him were not good people”, the trader said, on
condition of anonymity.

Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood is banned in Egypt and he
was appealing a 2015 death sentence, making both the
man and his organization extremely sensitive topics in the
country. While Morsi’s supporters have quickly given him
the status of a “martyr”, Egyptian authorities appear keen
to avoid a wave of empathy from citizens, who largely
favored the uprising that deposed him. His rapid burial on
Tuesday morning took place extremely discreetly and
under heavy surveillance, while the public and the press
were forbidden from attending.

‘Death symbolically important’ 
Morsi came to power in 2012 in elections that took

place the year after a popular uprising that deposed presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak, who had headed an authoritarian
regime for three decades. Spurred on by mass demonstra-
tions against Morsi’s own rule, the army ousted him on July
3, 2013 and Egypt declared the Brotherhood a “terrorist
organization”. Ever since, the government has cracked
down heavily on opponents, especially on members of the
Islamist organization. The official narrative, regularly
broadcast by Egyptian TV channels — which are all
behind the regime - is that the Brotherhood are “terror-
ists” who harm the country’s interests.

Since Morsi’s death was announced, some channels

have hosted “experts” denouncing the “violence” and
“lies” perpetrated by the group. On Tuesday morning, pro-
government newspapers only briefly mentioned Morsi’s
death, without referencing his status as a former president.
TV channels devoted most of their airtime to a visit by
current President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi - Morsi’s former
defense minister, who ultimately toppled him before being
elected head of state in 2014 - to Belarus.

“As a president Mohamed Morsi was not very popular
among Egyptians - in fact he was unpopular, he was seen
as uncharismatic, indecisive, very unsteady,” said Fawaz
Gerges, professor of international relations at the London
School of Economics. But “his death in a courtroom will
humanize him in the eyes of many Egyptians” who do not
support the Brotherhood, Gerges added. While Morsi was
not a great leader for the Brotherhood, “his death will be
symbolically important” and could drive radical elements
of the group to take up arms against the authorities,
Gerges said.

Radicalization
Since its founding in 1928, the Muslim Brotherhood has

faced numerous waves of repression by Egyptian govern-
ments, which have been dominated by the military since
1952. Morsi’s death adds to a long list of what the
Brotherhood call martyrs, including the group’s founder
Hassan Al-Banna, who was assassinated in 1949 by Egypt’s
secret police. 

Another key figure, Sayyed Qotb - one of the move-
ment’s main ideologues and an inspiration behind its radi-
calism - was executed in August 1966 by Gamal Abdel
Nasser’s regime, which fiercely repressed the
Brotherhood. But for Zack Gold, an analyst at the CNA
research centre in the United States, it is “unlikely Morsi’s
death will result in any immediate rise in the security
threat to Egypt”. Jihadist movements - sympathetic or not

to the Brotherhood - are already very active in Egypt, par-
ticularly the Islamic State group in North Sinai, the Middle
East security expert said. Since 2013, hundreds of
Egyptian soldiers, police and also civilians have been
killed in attacks. “In the long term, it would be concerning

if the government pre-emptively arrested large numbers
out of concern for street protests or other outbursts in
the wake of Morsi’s death,” Gold said. Conditions in
Egypt’s prisons “have a track record of radicalizing indi-
viduals”, he noted. — AFP 

Egypt’s ex-president Morsi 
‘more popular’ after death 

Morsi supporters give him the status of a ‘martyr’

AMMAN: Members of the Jordanian Islamic Action Front Party (IAF) receive condolences for the death of Egypt’s
former president Mohamed Morsi at the IAF headquarters in the capital Amman. — AFP 
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US interests
come under 
fire in Iraq
BAGHDAD: US assets in Iraq have been tar-
geted at least five times in as many days, offi-
cials said yesterday, amid a tense standoff
between Baghdad’s key allies, Washingon and
Tehran. The attacks follow a series of opera-
tions against tankers in highly sensitive Gulf
waters which the US has blamed on Iran,
raising fears of a regional war.

In Baghdad, officials have voiced fears
that a proxy conflict between the bitter ene-
mies could play out in Iraq, where political
and armed groups routinely accuse each oth-
er of being agents for foreign states.
Yesterday at dawn, “a Katyusha rocket fell on
an Iraqi drilling company in the Burjesiya
area near Basra, wounding three people
according to an initial assessment,” Iraqi mili-
tary command said in a statement.

Oil ministry spokesman Assem Jihad told
AFP that those wounded were all Iraqis.
Burjesiya is a complex near southern Iraq’s
main city, in a key oil-producing region host-
ing various Iraqi and foreign companies
including US major Exxon Mobil. The firm
withdrew its 83 expatriate employees from a
nearby oil field in mid-May after Washington
pulled non-essential staff from its Baghdad
embassy, citing threats from Iranian-linked

armed groups. The Exxon Mobil staff had
since returned. Burjesiya is several kilometers
from oil wells, and the attack had “no impact
on production”, Jihad said. Hours before the
Burjesiya incident, the Iraqi military
announced that an improvised rocket had hit
a regional command base in the northern city
of Mosul, where American troops are report-
edly deployed. And on Monday evening,
three Katyusha rockets hit the Taji army
base, which hosts both Iraqi and foreign
troops, including Americans.

No group has claimed the attacks, but
experts say they appear to have been fired
from Shiite-majority areas north of Baghdad.
That would appear to implicate pro-Iranian
Shiite armed groups, as opposed to Sunni
jihadists who continue to carry out hit-and-
run attacks despite the elimination of the
Islamic State group’s “caliphate”. An Iraqi
official speaking on condition of anonymity
said rocket fire had also targeted a Baghdad
airbase on Monday.

On Friday evening, “three mortar rounds
hit the Balad airbase (north of Baghdad),
starting a fire,” the same source said. On
Tuesday, Prime Minister Adel Abdel Mahdi
said he had “ordered all forces to take all
necessary measures” to prevent further rock-
et attacks. “These actions disrupt the political
situation and give a distorted picture of the
security situation,” he said. Baghdad, which
declared victory over IS jihadists in late 2017
after a grueling offensive against their self-
proclaimed “caliphate”, has played up Iraq’s
return to stability as it seeks to position itself
as key diplomatic actor in the region. — AFP 

Egypt Muslim 
Brotherhood 
CAIRO: The Muslim Brotherhood, from
which hailed Egypt’s former president
Mohamed Morsi who died on Monday, is
the oldest and most structured group of
Sunni Islam in Egypt. Here is a brief history
of the movement:

Foundation 
In March 1928 the Muslim Brotherhood

is founded in the Suez Canal city of
Ismailiya by imam Hassan Al-Banna, who
takes the title of guide of the movement. Its
beginnings are as a welfare group, before
taking on a political role, based on opposi-
tion to the British presence and in support
of an Islamic state.

Banna killed
In December 1948, a Muslim Brother

assassinates prime minister Mahmud Fahmi
Al-Nuqrashi, who had ordered the
Brotherhood dissolved. From then on the
group is brutally repressed. In February
1949 Banna is murdered by the secret
police.

Sayyed Qotb executed
In 1954, President Gamal Abdel Nasser

decides to ban the Brotherhood after it is
blamed for an assassination attempt against
him. In August 1966, Sayyed Qotb, a theo-
retician behind the movement who inspired
its radicalization, is hanged by Nasser’s

regime. Until Nasser’s death in 1970, the
Muslim Brotherhood are arrested in their
thousands or go underground.

Sadat assassinated 
In 1971, Anwar Sadat who succeeds

Nasser as president and seeks to neutralize
the Nasserian left, grants the Brotherhood’s
leadership amnesties. On October 6, 1981
Sadat, vilified by many in the wider Arab
world for signing a peace treaty with Israel
without obtaining concessions for the
Palestinians, is assassinated by Islamic
extremist soldiers.

Religious organization
In 1984 the regime of Sadat’s successor,

Hosni Mubarak, recognizes the movement
as a religious organization but refuses its
registration as a political party. The
Brotherhood fields candidates on inde-
pendent tickets. In 2005 after a break-
through in legislative elections in which its
sympathizers gain one-fifth of parliamen-
tary seats, it emerges empty-handed from
the first round of the 2010 elections and
boycotts the second round, denouncing
massive fraud.

Out of hiding 
On February 11, 2011 Mubarak steps

down and hands his powers to the military
on the 18th day of a popular uprising. The
movement sides with the revolt progres-
sively. The Brotherhood founds its political
wing, the Freedom and Justice Party. The
Muslim Brotherhood and Islamist allies
clinch an overwhelming majority in stag-
gered legislative polls in 2011-2012.

Morsi elected then ousted 
On June 30, 2012, Morsi, the Muslim

Brotherhood’s candidate who won 51.73 per-
cent of the vote in a presidential election, is
sworn in as Egypt’s first head of state chosen in
a free vote, and also the first Islamist and civilian
to head the country. On July 3, 2013, after mas-
sive popular demonstrations, the army ousts
Morsi, who is arrested along with his guards.

Repression
On August 14, 2013, security forces storm

two huge Cairo protest camps occupied for
weeks by supporters of Morsi, leaving 700
people dead in 12 hours, according to official
sources. In total more than 1,400 pro-Morsi
protesters are killed over several months. Most
Muslim Brotherhood leaders and thousands of
Islamist opponents are arrested. Hundreds,
including Morsi, are sentenced to death.

‘Terrorist organization’
In late 2013, the Muslim Brotherhood is

declared a “terrorist organization” by the
judiciary, before their political arm is dis-
solved in 2014. In April 2019, the White
House says that President Donald Trump
plans to put the Brotherhood on the US ter-
rorist blacklist. The announcement comes
three weeks after the visit to the White
House of current Egyptian leader Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi.

‘Slow death’
On June 17, 2019, Morsi dies after falling

ill during a court hearing, the attorney gen-
eral says. The Muslim Brotherhood accuses
the Egyptian authorities of being responsible
for Morsi’s “deliberate slow death”. — AFP 

Lebanese police 
nab drug baron
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s police yesterday said they
arrested a “prominent” drug trafficking baron sus-
pected of smuggling large shipments of the amphet-
amine-like drug captagon to at least six countries.
The 31-year-old suspect “had been professionally
smuggling captagon to Arab countries for around
six years,” the Internal Security Forces said, without
naming the man.

He confessed to carrying out “12 smuggling oper-
ations to Egypt, Qatar, Yemen, the United Arab
Emirates, Sudan and Saudi Arabia,” it said in a state-
ment. He was “one of the most prominent of those
involved” in smuggling captagon from Lebanon to
the Gulf, the statement said. He was arrested in the
Bekaa Valley in a bust coordinated with Saudi
Arabia’s Directorate of Narcotics Control, it said.

Four other members of the same smuggling net-
work-two Lebanese and two Syrians-were also
arrested, according to the statement. Captagon is an
amphetamine manufactured in Lebanon and proba-
bly also in Syria and Iraq, mainly for consumption in
Saudi Arabia, according to the French Observatory
for Drugs and Drug Addiction (OFDT). It is also one
of the most commonly used drugs in the Syrian war,
where fighters say it helps them stay awake for days
and numbs their senses, giving them stamina for
long battles and allowing them to kill with abandon.

Lebanon has previously stopped several ship-
ments of the drug to Gulf countries, including Saudi
Arabia. In May, it arrested a Saudi man at Beirut air-
port carrying about 10 kilograms of the drug. In
April, it seized more than 800,000 pills worth
around $12 million (10.7 million euros) in a bust
coordinated with Saudi authorities. In one of the
country’s largest busts, Lebanon arrested a Saudi
prince and four other Saudi nationals in October
2015 for attempting to smuggle out nearly two tons
of captagon via Beirut’s airport. — AFP 


