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he ‘Men in Black: International’ pro-
ducers initially didn’t want to cast
Tessa Thompson alongside Chris
Hemsworth after they acted opposite

each other in ‘Thor: Ragnarok’.  Walter Parkes
and Laurie Macdonald revealed that it was
looked upon as a “potential negative” that
Tessa, 35, and Chris, 35, had starred as along-
side each other as Thor and Valkyrie in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe movie as they didn’t
want it to seem like they had “no imagination”
However, the producers insisted they made the
correct decision in casting the Chris and Tessa
as agent H and agent M respectively as audi-
ences are “embracing” the idea of the actors as
a “duo”.  In an interview with Collider, Parkes

said: “It was looked upon as a potential nega-
tive”.  Macdonald added: “For us it was, ‘is it a
potential negative?’ But we felt that.. .”
Prompting Parkes to interject: “But on the other
hand there was proof of concept. We saw that
she, and this is the most important thing, you
have Chris Hemsworth, that looks like Chris
Hemsworth and has Chris Hemsworth confi-
dence and charm and size, everything. Who can
stand up to him? Who can absolutely hold their
own? In a way that isn’t even competitive but is
just like elemental forces. Not that many people,
and we did see evidence of that. It’s not why we
cast her, in fact we had certain trepidations
about how we proceed.” Macdonald said: “We
didn’t want to look like, do we have no imagina-

tion?”  Parkes replied: “But, as it turns out, it
was the right casting and, in fact, people are
embracing the idea that it’s that duo back
together again.”  The sci-fi blockbuster is a
spin-off of the main ‘Men In Black’ series which
starred Will Smith and Tommy Lee Jones as two
agents working for a secret government agency
working to police aliens living on Earth and
protecting the planet from extra-terrestrial
threats. Hemsworth and Thompson star are
joined in the movie by all-star cast which
includes Kumail Nanjiani, Liam Neeson, Rafe
Spall, Emma Thompson and Rebecca Ferguson.

hloe Sevigny was scared she would look like an
“utter fool” next to Adam Driver and Bill
Murray in ‘The Dead Don’t Die’.  The 44-year-
old actress stars alongside Adam, 35 and Bill,

68, in Jim Jarmusch’s zombie-comedy film as small-town
cops trying their best to deal with an uprising of the
undead - and the ‘Act’ star admitted that she was embar-
rassed to be “playing the trauma and the stakes” while her
co-stars gave such a “deadpan” performance. In an inter-
view with Comingsoon.net, she said: “I wasn’t really play-
ing the deadpan I was playing the trauma and the stakes.
“So I was just afraid that I was gonna look like an utter
fool next to these too [Driver and Murray] out deadpan-
ning each other.” Adam then joked: “We had a deadpan
competition. Who could not move their mouth the most
and not get their line out.” ‘Star Wars: The Last Jedi’ star
Adam went on to explain that he and Bill weren’t “con-
sciously” giving a deadpan performance but thanks to the
“ thoughtful and introspective” characters written by Jim -
who also helmed the film - he was able to easily portray
his alter-ego.  He said: “I think it’s that we’re not con-
sciously thinking let’s do this deadpan his characters are
like very thoughtful and introspective so there’s a lot of
thought and what comes out is you know minimal.”  Chloe
interjected: “It’s more like the timing and the weight,
there’s a lot of breathe.”  Adam replied: “You’re watching
people think a lot. That’s what I liked about Jim is that he
trusts that that’s cinematic enough watching people think
and [wondering] what they’re gonna come out with.”

ionsgate is planning a ‘Hunger Games’
prequel movie, based on a forthcoming
novel from Suzanne Collins. The 56-year-
old author recently announced that she’ll

be penning another instalment of the dystopian fran-
chise and is working closely with the studio on a
new movie which will take place in fictional the
world of Panem, 64 years before the events of the
original books. Joe Drake, chairman of the Lionsgate
Motion Picture Group, said in a statement: “As the
proud home of the ‘Hunger Games’ movies, we can
hardly wait for Suzanne’s next book to be published.
We’ve been communicating with her during the
writing process and we look forward to continuing
to work closely with her on the movie.”  The original
best-selling trilogy - comprised of ‘The Hunger
Games’, ‘Catching Fire’ and ‘Mockingjay’- follows
Katniss Everdeen as she’s thrust into a compulsory
televised battle to the death called The Hunger
Games and was adapted into a film series starring
Jennifer Lawrence in the main role in 2008.  The
prequel will explore “the state of nature” during the
so-called Dark Days following a failed rebellion in
the totalitarian city and will focus on rebuilding
Panem as it “struggles back to its feet”.  Collins said:
“With this book, I wanted to explore the state of
nature, who we are, and what we perceive is
required for our survival. The reconstruction period
ten years after the war, commonly referred to as the
Dark Days - as the country of Panem struggles back
to its feet - provides fertile ground for characters to
grapple with these questions and thereby define
their views of humanity.”

ustin Abrams has joined the cast of ‘Chemical
Hearts’.  The 22-year-old actor - who is best
known for his role as Ron Anderson in ‘The
Walking Dead’ - will take the male lead oppo-

site Lili Reinhart in the big screen adaptation of Krystal
Sutherland’s young adult novel ‘Our Chemical Hearts’. The
movie, which is written and directed by Richard Tanne for
Amazon Prime Video, will follow Henry Page (Abrams) , a
hopeless teen romantic who has never been in love and is
focusing all his attention on getting good grades and
attending a decent college.  When he meets Grace Town, a
new student who walks with a cane, wears oversized boys’
clothes, and rarely seems to shower, and begins editing the
school newspaper with her, he quickly finds himself falling
for her. Julie Rapaport, Co-Head of Movies at Amazon
Studios, said in a statement: “We are thrilled to work with
this talented team to bring to life a beautiful story of first
love and heartbreak.  “Krystal Sutherland’s novel captured
the hearts of readers around the world, and we are excited
to bring this film to our global Prime Video customers.”
‘Chemical Hearts’ will be produced by Page Fifty-Four’s
Alex Saks and Tanne while the film is executive produced
by Jamin O’Brien and Reinhart, in her first executive pro-
ducer role. As well as ‘The Walking Dead’, Austin also
starred in 2015 American romantic comedy-drama film
‘Paper Towns’, which was an adaptation of John Green’s

2008 novel of the same name alongside Nat Wolff and
Cara Delevingne, as well as upcoming 2019 horror film
‘Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark’, in which he plays
Tommy Milner.

reida Pinto has joined ‘Hillbilly Elegy’.  The
movie - which has been in development since
2017 - is based on the 2016 bestselling memoir
of the same name by author J.D. Vance, and the

34-year-old actress will be directed by Ron Howard in the
motion picture.  Bo Hopkins and Owen Asztalos have also
been added to the cast, which already had Amy Adams,
Glenn Close, Gabriel Basso and Haley Bennett attached.
Vanessa Taylor has adapted the script, while Vance and
Julie Oh will executive produce, with Howard, Brian Grazer
and Karen Lunder set to produce the film.  The book tells
the tale of Vance - who was born in Kentucky - growing
up in the Rust Belt, an area of the United States from the
Great Lakes to the upper Midwest, where de-industrial-
ization caused economic decline, population loss, and
urban decay. Thanks to his grandmother, the author
learned to appreciate his education which eventually
helped him rise out of poverty. Netflix won a bidding war
to finance the $45 million movie in January. Imagine
Entertainment previously secured the rights to the book
following a bidding war, and the company’s president
Erica Huggins previously described the tome as a “power-
ful, true coming-of-age memoir”.  She said in a statement:
“‘Hillbilly Elegy’ is a powerful, true coming-of-age memoir
by J.D. Vance.  “Through the lens of a colorful, chaotic
family, and with remarkable compassion and self-aware-
ness, J.D. has been able to look back on his own upbring-
ing as a ‘hillbilly’ to illuminate the plight of America’s white
working class, speaking directly to the turmoil of our cur-
rent political climate.” Freida is known for her roles in
British drama ‘Slumdog Millionaire’ and science fiction film
‘Rise of the Planet of the Apes’.

iza Gonzalez has joined the cast of ‘I Care
A Lot’.  The 29-year-old actress and
singer is on board to star in an unknown
role in the upcoming thriller alongside

‘Game of Thrones’ actor Peter Dinklage, 49, and
‘Gone Girl’ star Rosamund Pike, 50.  Dinklage’s role
is being kept under wraps for now, but Pike will por-
tray a successful legal guardian called Marla
Grayson who cherry picks what appears to be her
ideal client, but soon comes to the conclusion that
looks can be deceiving.  J Blakeson will direct the
movie and has written the script for the project,
which is due to begin filming later this month.
Blakeson’s Sugar November will produce the motion
picture, as will the director himself, alongside Teddy
Schwarzman’s Black Bear, and Sacha Guttenstein will
executive produce the film. Speaking in March,
Schwarzman said: “Black Bear is thrilled to partner
with J and Rosamund to bring ‘I Care A Lot’ to life.
“J has written one of the boldest and most entertain-
ing scripts we’ve ever read, and we have been a fan
of J’s work ever since seeing ‘The Disappearance of
Alice Creed’.  “We can think of no one better to play
I Care A Lot’s fierce, intelligent and unrelenting lead
than Rosamund Pike, who deserves all the accolades
she’s received to date and more. “We can’t wait to
see Rosamund do something truly memorable with
this iconic role.” Eiza is best known for her roles
playing Monica “Darling” Castello in the action
crime thriller ‘Baby Driver’, written-and-directed by
Edgar Wright, and Nyssiana in the cyberpunk action
film ‘Alita: Battle Angel’.

oy Story 4’ director Josh Cooley says he felt
“numb” after seeing Tom Hanks’ reaction to the
film. The 39-year-old filmmaker became emo-
tional at the US premiere of the Disney/Pixar

movie after turning to look at the 62-year-old Hollywood
star - who has voiced cowboy doll Woody in the animated
franchise since 1995 - and seeing him with a “huge smile”
on his face.  Speaking to the Metro.co.uk, he said:
“Recently we had the US premiere and I had Tom [Hanks]
sitting right in front of me the entire time, and he hadn’t
seen the movie yet. When it was over, he turned around
and had a huge smile, and shook my hand. I was so numb. I
can’t quite remember what he said, but it was positive.”
The ‘Inside Out’ writer went on to explain that although he
was daunted by the prospect of taking on such a well-
loved film series, the movie’s “great cast” - which features
the likes of Tim Allen as Space Ranger action figure Buzz
Lightyear and Keanu Reeves playing new character Duke
Caboom - were able to help him “steer” the film in the
right direction.  Cooley said: “It was pretty daunting. It’s
like, ‘Here’s a brand new Lamborghini. Go as fast as you
can and don’t scratch it.’ And I’m like, ‘I don’t have a
licence!’ But I had a great cast and a great crew that
helped me steer that Lamborghini straight back home.”
Hanks recently opened up about the making of ‘Toy Story
4’, and he described his final scenes as “profound”. He pre-
viously said: “I didn’t want to have any self-consciousness
for what I knew was going to be the ... last few hours I was
spending with the movie.  “When it came to pass, I felt as
though I was on the other side of the river waving to
everybody I had left back in the old country. It was pretty
profound.” — Bang Showbiz

T

F

L

C

A

E

‘T


