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Harbhajan tells India to stick with 
Yadav-Chahal spin twins at WCup

MANCHESTER: Harbhajan Singh has hailed wrist
spinners Kuldeep Yadav and Yuzvendra Chahal for
their key role in India’s recent one-day successes,
saying the pair should be fixtures for the rest of the
World Cup. Wrist spinners generally get more turn
than finger spinners, with left-armer Yadav striking
twice in India’s 89-run hammering of arch-rivals
Pakistan in Manchester on Sunday to prove his worth
on English pitches that often favour the quicks at this
stage of the season.

Chahal’s leg-spinners did the damage in India’s
first World Cup outing against South Africa, with
the bowler returning figures of 4-51. Calls were
made to replace Yadav with paceman Mohammed
Shami against Pakistan but former India off-spin-
ner Harbhajan said the team should stick with the
spin twins.

“It is a very good combination,” Harbhajan told AFP.
“The results that India have got in the last two-and-a-
half years, a lot of credit should be given to these guys.

“I would like to see them playing together, because
none of the other teams have got two spinners and
they don’t have the habit of playing spin in the middle
overs. “It has worked for India to play two spinners,
even in English conditions, because they are wrist
spinners. If India are thinking about their best XI then
these two will feature in all the games.”

The two bowlers have 168 one-day international
wickets between them in the three years since Chahal
made his international debut in 2016. Yadav played his

first ODI the following year. The 24-year-old Yadav is
10 away from a century of wickets with an impressive
economy rate of 4.92 in 47 ODIs.

“He has definitely got the capabilities and the talent
to be there for a long period of time,” said the 38-
year-old Harbhajan, who last played for India in a 2016
Twenty20 match. “(India coach) Ravi Shastri said he is
our number one bowler. So it’s good that the team is
backing him,” said Harbhajan, one of India’s finest off-
spinners, who took 417 wickets in 103 Tests and 269
wickets in 236 ODIs.

India, second in the ODI rankings, have been hit by
injuries to opening batsman Shikhar Dhawan-out of
the rest of the World Cup-and paceman Bhuvneshwar
Kumar.

INDIA STRENGTH 
But Harbhajan said Virat Kohli’s side have strength

in depth with Shami, who is yet to play at the World
Cup, likely to replace Kumar in the next match against
Afghanistan on Saturday. “I think Shami is capable
enough to win games on his own. He is one of those
guys who has been a matchwinner on his own,” said
Harbhajan.

Harbhajan credited Kohli for a fitness revolution that
has improved all aspects of India’s game, particularly
their fielding. “They are fit, agile, a proper fielding
squad. All the credit must be given to Kohli for chang-
ing the face of Indian cricket in terms of fitness,” said
Harbhajan, a member of the 2011 World Cup-winning

team. “So if you have better fitness then your results
always follow the way you want them to be.” Harbhajan
said England, holders Australia, New Zealand and
India-the current top four-would qualify for the semi-

finals,  with Kohli’s side the team to beat in the knock-
out phase. “To beat India they (other teams) will have
to bring their ‘A’ game on that day. India will be a very
tough side to beat,” he said with a smile. —AFP

NOTTINGHAM: India’s Yuzvendra Chahal and India’s Kuldeep Yadav attend a nets training session at Trent Bridge
in Nottingham, central England, ahead of their 2019 Cricket World Cup match. — AFP

LONDON: Lost revenues from a record number of
rain-hit cricket World Cup games in England and
Wales may result in insurance claims of a few million
pounds for each abandoned fixture, insurance sources
say. Broadcasters, organisers, venues, advertising
sponsors and catering establishments are among firms
to have missed out after four matches were called off
in an exceptionally rainy June. Due to the hectic
nature of the tournament, which features 48 one-day
matches between May and July, finishing on July 14,
there is no opportunity to reschedule, except for the
semi-finals and final.

Companies typically buy contingency, or cancella-
tion, insurance for sporting events, which covers
everything from rain stopping play to terror attacks.
Lloyd’s of London insurer Beazley estimated, for
example, that the football World Cup in Russia in 2018
was insured for more than $10 billion, including cover
for property damage and cyber breaches, as well as
cancellation.

Insurers say cover for the less-popular cricket
equivalent will be much lower. Star India has the glob-
al media rights for the cricket tournament but has
licensed further rights to sports broadcasters in other
countries.

However, it is likely to have lost at least 1 million
pounds ($1.26 million) for each abandoned match,
insurance specialists estimate, as it gains huge adver-
tising revenue in India for a popular sport in a nation
of more than one billion people.

Star India did not respond to requests for com-
ment. There are 123 advertising spots for broadcasters
in a World Cup match, after each of the 100 overs and
20 wickets and during refreshment breaks, said
Jonathan Ticehurst, a director at Lloyd’s of London
insurance broker Bishopsgate, who has arranged
insurance for previous cricket World Cups.

Broadcasters buy contingency insurance, as “in the
event of no play, they are not able to charge” the
advertisers, he said.  The fixtures, several of which
were sold out, also attracted ticket sales of at least a
few hundred thousand pounds each, with larger
games likely attracting sales of more than a million
pounds, based on Reuters estimates.

Spectators get all their money back if no ball is
bowled, or if the game is abandoned after a small
amount of play. The England and Wales Cricket Board
(ECB), which gets the revenue from the ticket sales,
said it had an insurance policy against matches being
called off, but declined to comment further.

Star India likely took out contingency insurance
from Indian insurers, but reinsurance may have been
provided by the specialist Lloyd’s of London market,
insurers said. Reinsurers share the burden of large
losses with insurers, in return for part of the premium.

The ECB will likely also have bought insurance
from the Lloyd’s market, along with county teams
whose grounds were booked for the rained-off match-
es, industry sources said. The local teams will buy
insurance against lost sales from the venues’ bars and
restaurants, sources said.

But insurers may also have required clients to bear
the losses themselves for one, two or even three aban-
doned games, specialists said. At four matches, they
are likely to be able to claim insurance, if not before.

“Insurers probably looked at the calendar and
reckoned you would not go through the whole World
Cup without two or three games being rained off,”
said one underwriter. “They will probably charge a
two-game or three-game excess.”

The four abandoned matches were all at smaller
venues. An abandoned match at a bigger ground in
London, Birmingham or Manchester over the remain-
ing 3-1/2 weeks of the tournament would have an
even greater financial impact, insurers say. — Reuters
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Wrist spinners generally get more turn than finger spinners

SOUTHAMPTON: India opener Shikhar
Dhawan has been ruled out of the rest of
the World Cup with a fractured finger, the
Board of Control for Cricket in India
announced yesterday. The in-form batsman
suffered the break while facing Australia’s
Pat Cummins in India’s second match of the
tournament at the Oval on June 9. 

Dhawan carried on batting and scored
a century to earn the man-of-the-match
award as India beat the reigning champi-
ons by 36 runs. But the 33-year-old left-
hander did not field and has not featured
in the World Cup since his century at
Surrey’s headquarters in south London. 

Rishabh Pant, a dynamic batsman and
wicketkeeper, is set to replace Dhawan in
India’s squad ahead of their match against
Afghanistan at Southampton on Saturday.

“Shikhar has a fracture at the base of
his first metacarpal on his left hand,” team
manager Sunil Subramanian told
reporters in Southampton. “Following
several specialist opinions, he will remain
in a cast until mid-July, which rules him
out of the ICC World Cup 2019.”

India, who will still require the formal
approval of the World Cup event techni-
cal committee before calling up the 21-
year-old Pant into their tournament
squad, summoned the dynamic left-han-
der last week as concerns mounted over
Dhawan’s fitness. 

“He (Pant) bats in the middle order and
obviously being a left-hander helps and
he was named in the standbys as well, so
the team management has gone and
picked him,” said India assistant coach
Sanjay Bangar last week. — AFP
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NOTTINGHAM: Australia wicketkeeper Alex Carey
says the defending champions will target Bangladesh
dangerman Shakib Al Hasan when the two sides meet at
Trent Bridge today. Shakib’s brilliant century helped the
Tigers complete the second-highest World Cup chase
in a seven-wicket win over the West Indies in Taunton
on Monday.

The 32-year-old allrounder, who is the tournament’s
leading run-scorer with 384 runs, also hit a century
against England earlier in the tournament and has been
among the wickets.

When Bangladesh beat Australia in a 2005 one-day
international in Cardiff, it was widely regarded as one
of the biggest upsets in cricket history. But they are
now an established force and, having beaten both
South Africa and the West Indies already at this tourna-
ment, they are pushing for a semi-final berth.

“We’ve obviously put our time into Shakib and all
the players at the top of the order as well as their bowl-
ing,” Carey said yesterday. “He’s in probably career-
best form with the white ball. So we sort of know the
areas and line and length we want to bowl to him and I
guess out there we’ll assess the conditions as well.

“We leave that up to the bowlers and the captain to
do that, but he’s one guy we want to get out early.”
Australia, despite a defeat by India, appear to be well
on course for a semi-final berth, with four wins from
their five matches in the 10-team round-robin phase so

far. But wicketkeeper-batsman Carey said there was
still room for improvement from the defending champi-
ons. “We obviously like to take wickets up front, there
have been times we probably would have liked to finish
off innings with the bat,” he said.

“Although we’re getting results, we’re still striving
hard to try to find that perfect game and put a full 50
or 100 overs together. But the guys are working really

hard and we’re aware of the areas to keep improving.”
All-rounder Marcus Stoinis could return at Trent

Bridge on Thursday after missing Australia’s past two
matches with a side strain. “It will be great to have
Stoinis to come back into the side,” said Carey. “And I
know he’s worked really hard off the ground to be
ready to go, and he’s smacking the ball in the net. It will
be exciting to get him back out there.”— AFP
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TAUNTON: Bangladesh’s Shakib Al Hasan (2L) hugs West Indies’ Darren Bravo (L) as he walks off the pitch after
winning the 2019 Cricket World Cup group stage match between West Indies and Bangladesh in Taunton.

MANCHESTER: England fast bowler Mark Wood said he
had no regrets about persisting with short-pitched deliver-
ies after hitting Afghanistan batsman Hashmatullah Shahidi
with a bouncer.

Shahidi had made 24 when he took his eye off a 90 mile-
per-hour (145 kilometres-per-hour) delivery from the
Durham quick that thudded into the side of his helmet at
Old Trafford on Tuesday and saw him hit the turf immedi-
ately after the impact.

But instead of retiring hurt, the 24-year-old donned a
new helmet and carried on to top-score for Afghanistan,
with 76 in a lopsided 150-run loss. Wood, while concerned
enough to check on Shahidi’s condition, had no regrets
about testing him and the other Afghanistan batsmen with
more short-pitched deliveries.

“Well, I was concerned when I first hit him, obviously,”
said Wood.  “It was a bit of a bad blow and then it’s out of
my hands really. You have to let the medical staff do their
thing. I checked he was all right himself, said ‘are you OK?’.
Then I was back in the game mode.”

“Morgy (England skipper Eoin Morgan) wanted me to
fire another few down. If that’s what the captain wants, you
listen to orders,” the 29-year-old Durham quick added.
“Once you know he (the batsman) is all right, it’s game time
again.” Told he had split Hashmatullah’s helmet, Wood
grinned: “I’m bowling them quite fast... for a change!” Wood
and fellow England fast bowler Jofra Archer shared five
wickets against Afghanistan as they continued an effective
partnership that has helped take the hosts to the top of the
10-team World Cup table.

“I thought, collectively, we bowled really well,” said
Wood. “It was difficult at times because I didn’t feel the
Afghanistan batsmen were coming at us and we had to try
to mix it up, get them to play a few shots. 

“It was nice to try something different and get a few
wickets.” England’s victory over basement side Afghanistan
was set up by an extraordinary innings from Morgan who,
defying a back problem, hit a one-day international record

17 sixes in his blistering 148.
“It was amazing, amazing,” said Wood. “I was delighted

for him. Coming off his back injury scare and stuff, and not
knowing how he would play or feel, I was just astounded by
how well he played out there.

“A lot of the bowlers tend to sit in the back of the dress-
ing room and try and relax but even I came out and
watched that because it was great to see on such a big
occasion.” Under Morgan’s captaincy, England have risen to
the top of the ODI rankings since their woeful first-round
exit at the 2015 World Cup.

“I know we’ve played like this for four years now, and
there’s been some remarkable things,” said Wood. “But to
do it in a World Cup game speaks volumes about how Eoin
wants the team to play and the values we’ve kept going
throughout those four years.” —AFP
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