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Williamson rides luck when S Africa failed to review an edge from the captain

BIRMINGHAM: South Africa’s Lungi Ngidi (C) dives but fails to stop the ball as New Zealand’s Martin Guptill (R) and New Zealand’s captain Kane Williamson (L) add runs during the 2019 Cricket World Cup group stage match between
New Zealand and South Africa at Edgbaston in Birmingham, central England, yesterday. — AFP

BIRMINGHAM: Kane Williamson anchored New Zealand
to a tense four-wicket victory at Edgbaston yesterday
after an astonishing stroke of luck when South Africa failed
to review an edge from the Kiwi captain.

The Black Caps’ skipper was on 76 when he got a faint
edge to a ball by leg-spinner Imran Tahir that Quinton de
Kock took behind the stumps but South Africa took no
action. That decision could prove fatal to their tournament
hopes, with the Proteas now needing a miracle to progress
to the semi-finals after just one win from six matches,
while New Zealand now top the 10-team table. Earlier,
Martin Guptill, who had been guiding New Zealand
towards their target of 242 off a rain-reduced 49 overs
with a minimum of fuss, trod on his stumps to spark a mini
collapse.

The batsman, on 35, pulled Andile Phehlukwayo and
ended up swivelling, only to lose his balance and clip his
leg stump with his foot.

Two overs later New Zealand slipped to 74-3 when
Ross Taylor tickled a Chris Morris leg-side delivery and
De Kock took the catch behind the stumps. Tom Latham’s

dismissal left them struggling at 80-4.
Jimmy Neesham (23) steadied the ship with his skipper

but when he was out, New Zealand were back in trouble at
137-5.

Colin de Grandhomme came to New Zealand’s rescue,
batting positively and bringing up his fifty off 39 balls but
when he was caught in the deep for 60 by Du Plessis off
Lungi Ngidi, Kiwi nerves were jangling again. Eight were
still needed off the final over. 

But Mitchell Santner pinched a single and Williamson
kept his nerve, bringing up his century with a huge six off
the next ball and then a four sealed the victory. Earlier,
Rassie van der Dussen gave South Africa something to
bowl at as the Proteas struggled to 241-6 after losing the
toss. Hashim Amla made a sluggish 55 off 83 balls but Van
der Dussen’s 67 not out came at better than a run a ball.
During his innings, Amla became the fourth South African
to reach 8,000 runs in one-day internationals.

He is the second-fastest player (176 innings) from any
side to reach the milestone after India’s Virat Kohli (175
innings). — AFP

N Zealand win WCup thriller against S Africa

SCOREBOARD

South Africa
Q. de Kock b Boult 5
H. Amla b Santner 55
F. du Plessis b Ferguson 23
A. Markram c Munro b De Grandhomme 38
R. van der Dussen not out 67
D. Miller c Boult b Ferguson 36
A. Phehlukwayo c Williamson b Ferguson 0
C. Morris not out 6
Extras 11 (lb7, 4w)   
Total (six wickets, 49.0 overs) 241
Did not bat: K. Rabada, Imran Tahir, L. Ngidi
Fall of wickets: 1-9 (De Kock), 2-59 (Du Plessis), 3-111 (Amla), 4-136
(Markram), 5-208 (Miller), 6-218 (Phehlukwayo)
Bowling: Henry 10-2-34-0; Boult 10-0-63-1 (1w); Ferguson 10-0-
59-3 (3w); De Grandhomme 10-0-33-1; Santner 9-0-45-1

New Zealand
M. Guptill hit wicket b Phehlukwayo 35
C. Munro c & b Rabada 9
K. Williamson not out 106
R. Taylor c De Kock b Morris 1
T. Latham c De Kock b Morris 1
J. Neesham c Amla b Morris 23
C. de Grandhomme c Du Plessis b Ngidi 60
M. Santner not out 2
Extras 8 (lb1, nb1, w6)
Total (six wickets, 48.3 overs) 245
Did not bat: M. Henry, L. Ferguson, T. Boult
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Munro), 2-72 (Guptill), 3-74 (Taylor), 4-80
(Latham), 5-137 (Neesham), 6-228 (De Grandhomme)
Bowling: Rabada 10-0-42-1 (1w); Ngidi 10-1-47-1 (2w); Morris 10-
0-49-3; Phehlukwayo 8.3-0-73-1 (1nb, 3w); Tahir 10-0-33-0; 
Result: New Zealand won by four wickets.

NANTERRE: The banned ex-UEFA chief Michel
Platini was released from custody yesterday after
hours of questioning in connection with a criminal
investigation into the awarding of the 2022 World Cup
to Qatar.

The French football legend who led European foot-
ball’s governing body from 2007 to 2015 was held
Tuesday by French anti-corruption police investigat-
ing alleged corruption in the 2010 vote to award the
competition to the gas-rich Gulf state.

He denied wrongdoing and a statement from his
representatives said the facts of the case were
“unknown to him.” In the early hours of Wednesday,
Platini’s lawyer William Bourdon said he had been
released without charge, adding that there has been “a

lot of fuss over nothing”.
Platini, 63, looked drawn as he left the police anti-

corruption office in Nanterre in the western Paris sub-
urbs. “It was long but considering the number of
questions, it could only be long, since I was asked
about Euro 2016, the World Cup in Russia, the World
Cup in Qatar, Fifa,” he told reporters.

The decision to name Qatar as 2022 World Cup
hosts triggered allegations of corruption that ulti-
mately sparked FIFA’s worst ever scandal. France’s
Office of the Financial Crimes Prosecutor (PNF)
opened a preliminary investigation in 2016 into allega-
tions of corruption, conspiracy and influence peddling
surrounding the Qatar vote and also the awarding of
the 2018 World Cup to Russia.

According to Sepp Blatter, the FIFA president at
the time, Qatar won hosting rights as a result of a deal
with France, derailing FIFA’s own “diplomatic arrange-
ment” whereby hosting rights would have gone to
Russia in 2018 and then to the United States four
years later.

The French investigation centres on alleged French
intervention linked to Platini and former French presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy. According to France Football

magazine, a “secret meeting” took place on November
23, 2010, at the Elysee Palace in Paris between
Sarkozy, Qatar’s then-Prince (now Emir) Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani, and Platini, who at that time was both
UEFA president and vice-president of FIFA.

Just over a week later, FIFA voted to award Qatar
hosting rights for the 2022 tournament. Platini dis-
missed Blatter’s allegations as a “tissue of lies” and
denies he was influenced by Sarkozy, whose advisor
for sport, Sophie Dion, was also held for questioning
Tuesday along with the former French captain.

Platini’s representatives said in a statement: “He has
done absolutely nothing wrong and affirms that he is
totally unrelated to the facts (of the case) which are
unknown to him.”

Lawyer Bourdon denied that the three-time Ballon
d’Or winner had been placed under arrest by the
police, as first reported, saying that he had been ques-
tioned “as a witness”. Claude Gueant, Sarkozy’s erst-
while chief of staff and former interior minister, was
also called in for questioning Tuesday by France’s
Anti-Corruption Office of the Judicial Police. The
decision to award Qatar football’s highest-profile
tournament ultimately sparked a wider fraud probe

that led to the overthrow of Blatter and Platini and the
arrest of a series of senior FIFA figures.

Platini led UEFA until 2015 when he was banned
from football for four years for ethics violations
including receiving a two-million Swiss francs (1.8 mil-
lion euros, $2 million) payment from Blatter, who was
suspended for six years.

Qatar has been accused of buying votes in its bid
to stage the World Cup and a subsequent report by
US independent investigator Michael Garcia
unearthed an array of suspect financial dealings, many
linked to Sandro Rosell, the ex-Barcelona president
who served as a consultant for Qatar.

Platini was expected to succeed Blatter as FIFA
president in 2016 before his fall from grace. He has
been battling to clear his name ever since. Blatter told
AFP he was “completely surprised” at Platini’s ques-
tioning by police, adding that “this won’t help him”
coming as it does months before the end of his ban.

“With this story resurfacing at a time when the
international media are in France for the Women’s
World Cup and three months before the end of his
suspension it’s astonishing and fodder for the media,”
Blatter said. — AFP
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