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Iraqi PM calls for international support for reconstruction 

Kuwait’s envoy to UN urges 
support for Iraq sovereignty

News in brief

BAGHDAD: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the UN Mansour Al-Otaibi meets Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdel-
Mahdi yesterday. — KUNA 

BAGHDAD: The United Nations Security Council sup-
ports the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Iraq,
Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the UN Mansour
Al-Otaibi said yesterday. The Kuwaiti diplomat’s
remarks came amid talks he held with Iraq’s President
Barham Salih, according to a statement by the presi-
dency. Iraq remains committed to UN Security Council
resolutions as it forges a path towards political stability,
the statement cited the Kuwaiti envoy as saying. 

The Iraqi president spoke of his country’s earnest
desire to support the UN Security Council’s efforts to
preserve peace and security all over the globe, which
can only happen through continuous dialogue. “Iraq
has defeated terrorism but now stability can only be
achieved with the help of our friends in the international
community,” he said. The UN Security Council delega-
tion arrived in Baghdad yesterday as part of efforts to
“support the sovereignty and unity of Iraq,” said the
foreign ministry. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdel-Mahdi yesterday
said Iraq is working in the framework of a policy of
openness to the Arab and regional environment and
hopes to obtain international support for its projects in
the reconstruction of cities affected by terrorism. A
government statement quoted Abdel-Mahdi as describ-

ing the UNSC visit as an indication of the Security
Council’s support for Iraq and the changes it is witness-
ing in all areas and successfully overcoming the great
political, economic and security challenges. 

The Iraqi prime minister noted that his country has
witnessed external and internal wars and campaigns of
persecution and destruction and waves of terrorism
and inherited the destruction of infrastructure and
communal divisions and the destruction of wealth and
human and material resources and large debts. “Despite
all this, the Iraqis have been able to endorse the consti-
tution and hold several legislative elections that led to a
change and a peaceful transfer of power, a victory over
terrorism and the liberation of their cities,” he added.

Abdel-Mahdi pointed out that the deep crises and
major challenges faced by Iraq deserve great interna-
tional support for the reconstruction of liberated and
affected areas. He also highlighted the efforts of the Iraqi
government in the areas of economic reform and sustain-
able development, investment of natural resources,
increasing agricultural production, working on extending
the rule of law, achieving justice among the people,
equality of opportunity and attention to women’s rights
and increasing their participation in political life.

Continued on Page 24

US deploys F-22s to Qatar 

WASHINGTON: The US has deployed F-22
stealth fighters to Qatar for the first time, its mili-
tary said Friday, adding to a buildup of US forces
in the Gulf amid tensions with Iran. The Air Force
F-22 Raptor stealth fighters have been deployed
“to defend American forces and interests”, the US
Air Forces Central Military Command said in a
statement that did not specify how many of the hi-
tech planes had been sent. A photo handout
showed five of the jets flying above the Al Udeid
Air Base in Qatar. Tensions spiked last week when
Iran shot down a US drone over sensitive Gulf
waters following a series of tanker attacks that
Washington blamed on Tehran, which has denied
involvement. In May, the US Air Force deployed
several nuclear-capable B-52 Stratofortress
bombers to the Gulf.— AFP 

Palestinian businessman arrested

RAMALLAH: Palestinian intelligence agencies
yesterday arrested a West Bank businessman for
taking part in this week’s US-led peace conference
in Bahrain, boycotted by the Palestinian leadership,
a security source said. The intelligence services
detained Salah Abu Mayala, a businessman from
the city of Hebron in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank, the source told AFP. At least three
Palestinians took part in the Manama conference,
including Abu Mayala and fellow Hebronite busi-
nessman Ashraf Jabari. “The abject failure of the
Manama workshop... is a clear message to Mr
Trump and his administration that the policy of
threats and intimidation no longer work,” said
Nabil Abu Rudeineh, a spokesman of the
Palestinian president.  The family of Abu Mayala,
who is in his 70s and has health problems, said
they had no information on his detention.  — AFP 

US, Taleban resume talks 

DOHA: The United States and the Taleban
opened fresh negotiations in Doha yesterday, a
Taleban spokesman said, as Washington eyes a
breakthrough before Afghanistan’s September
presidential election. Taleban spokesman
Zabiullah Mujahid tweeted that the “seventh
round of talks between US representatives and
the negotiation team of the Islamic Emirate have
begun in Doha”. The talks mark the seventh round
of negotiations aimed at ending America’s longest
war. The negotiations have centered on four
issues: Counter-terrorism, the foreign troop pres-
ence, an intra-Afghan dialogue and a permanent
ceasefire. They kicked off in the Qatari capital just
as news broke that at least 25 pro-government
militiamen were killed in a Taleban attack in
northern Afghanistan. The talks mark the seventh
round of negotiations aimed at ending America’s
longest war.— AFP 

KUWAIT: Chairman of Boursa Kuwait Company Hamad
Al-Humaidhi has described Boursa Kuwait’s promotion to
an emerging market by Morgan Stanley Capital
International (MSCI) as an outstanding step in the compa-
ny’s overhaul process. This prominent move will strength-
en the state’s status on the global investment map, said
Humaidhi in a statement posted on the bourse’s website
yesterday. “We are proud that our expansion plans have
resulted in enlisting our country among international

indices,” he said, noting that the stock market elevation
will boost local financial markets, stimulate inflow of for-
eign enterprises and enhance liquidity and the local busi-
ness environment. 

Meanwhile, Mohammad Al-Osaimi, the bourse’s acting
CEO, said in a statement that the promotion of the Kuwaiti
market by MSCI was “the fruit of the effective role under-
taken by the company to bolster market efficiency and
transparency and increase liquidity and investor confi-
dence. “Work will continue to upgrade the market infra-
structure, simplify operations and harmonize market crite-
ria with international top standards,” he added. 

The bourse affirmed that it earned the international
elevation due to efforts for full development exerted by
Capital Market Authority, Boursa Kuwait and Kuwaiti

Clearance Company over the past years. The bourse’s list-
ing as an emerging market will lead to improving market
efficiency, diversifying leading investors, encouraging vet-
eran entrepreneurs to partake in general assemblies, luring
foreign investment, swelling liquidity and making the
financial market much more attractive, Osaimi elaborated.

MSCI had publicized promoting the Kuwaiti market,
in the third such development since December 2018
when the Kuwaiti bourse was elevated by Standard and
Poor’s Dow Jones. The bourse declared that the “phases
and weights” had been done with respect of FTSE
Russel, with the index weight set at 0.94 percent. The
forecast index weight in September 2019 is 0.56 per-
cent. Boursa Kuwait Company was established on April
21, 2014. — KUNA 

Boursa pleased 
with promotion

OSAKA: US President Donald Trump (right) and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
hold a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the G20 Summit yesterday. — AFP 

OSAKA: Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said yesterday he was
confident there would be no US sanc-
tions against Turkey over a controversial
Russian missile deal, following reassur-
ances from leader Donald Trump at the
G20 summit. Ankara’s push to buy
Moscow’s S-400 missile defense system
has strained ties between the NATO
allies, with the threat of penalties from
Washington looming over Turkey. “We
heard from him that there won’t be any-
thing like this (sanctions),” Erdogan told
a press conference, after meeting with

the US president on the sidelines of the
summit in Osaka, Japan. 

While Erdogan insisted Turkey and the
United States were “strategic partners”, he
said that “no one has the power to inter-
vene in Turkey’s sovereignty”. His office
said Trump wished to resolve the S-400
issue “without damaging bilateral ties”.
Before the talks, Trump said Turkey “has
been a friend of ours... We’re a big trading
partner. We’re going to be much bigger.”

Despite heavy pressure from
Washington to cancel the purchase,
Erdogan has repeatedly said it was a
“done deal” and reaffirmed on Saturday
that delivery of the system would begin
in the first half of July. Experts say sanc-
tions would hit Ankara’s already fragile
economy hard. Tariffs imposed by Trump
last summer over the jailing of a US pas-
tor helped trigger a currency crisis.

Continued on Page 24

Turkey hopes to 
avoid sanctions 
over S-400s 

OSAKA: President Donald Trump said
yesterday he appreciated Saudi Arabia’s
purchase of US military equipment, call-
ing Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman a “friend of mine” who had
worked to open up the country with
economic and social reforms. Trump’s
plan to boost defense sales to the king-
dom has hit obstacles in Congress,
where Democrats and some fellow
Republicans are not happy about human
rights abuses, including the murder last
year of Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi.

“It’s an honor to be with the crown
prince of Saudi Arabia, a friend of mine
- a man who has really done things in
the last five years in terms of opening up
Saudi Arabia,” Trump said ahead of a
bilateral meeting with the crown prince.
“I think especially what you’ve done for

women and seeing what’s happening -
it’s like a revolution in a very positive
way,” he added, speaking on the side-
lines of a Group of 20 (G20) summit.
“We’re trying to do our best for our
country, Saudi Arabia, and it’s a long
journey,” the crown prince said.

The Senate this month voted to block
the sale of billions of dollars of military
equipment to Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates and other countries,
rejecting Trump’s decision to sidestep
Congress’s review of such deals by
declaring an emergency over Iran.
Trump has promised to veto the Senate
action. But Trump ignored questions
from the media about whether he would
raise the journalist’s murder during his
working breakfast with the prince. In a
readout provided after the talks, the
White House said the pair discussed
“the importance of human rights issues”,
among other subjects, but gave no fur-
ther details.  

The United States has blamed Iran
for recent attacks on oil tankers in Gulf
shipping lanes, which the United States
is working with Saudi Arabia and other
allies to protect. — Agencies 

Trump hails
Saudi purchase 
of US arms BIRMINGHAM: Fans mocked Indian

cricket bosses after captain Virat Kohli
unveiled the orange-and-dark-blue shirt
that the team will wear in their World
Cup match against England, saying the
players would look like petrol pump
attendants. Blue has been Indian crick-
et’s dominant color since the advent of
colored clothing but Kohli, known for
his fashion sense, was impressed by the
new kit for today’s game at Edgbaston.

“I quite like it. I think it’s right up
there. For me it will be an eight (out of
10). Honestly, I am not saying that for
the sake of it,” Kohli said at his pre-
match press conference yesterday. “The
contrast is good, the fit is great. For one
game it’s fine. But I don’t think perma-
nently we will be heading in that direc-
tion because blue is our colour and we
are very proud to wear that.”
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India’s World Cup ‘away’
shirt prompts scorn 

BIRMINGHAM: India’s captain Virat
Kohli poses with his new team colors
during a press conference at
Edgbaston yesterday. — AFP 


