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Iraq’s foreign policy is based on non-interference in
the neighboring policy and focus on the many partici-
pants with neighboring and regional countries, in order
to preserve security and stability and achieve the inter-
ests and prosperity of all peoples of the region and
avoid tensions, crises and wars, said Abdel-Mahdi. For
his part, Otaibi expressed happiness at the visit, which
he described as historic. He stressed that the delega-
tion’s message is that they support Iraq, its unity and
sovereignty, affirming that the international community
stands by Iraq and supports the partnership with it
through the efforts of the international mission in Iraq. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Al-Hakim later
said his country is willing to fulfill UN Security Council
(UNSC) resolutions. He hailed the UN as the interna-

tional umbrella of the rights of all people around the
globe, according to a foreign ministry statement.
However, Hakim said his country needs more backing
from the UNSC following the defeat of the so-called
Islamic State (IS), with the Iraqi government planning
to pursue a reconstruction investment program. He
elaborated that he had briefed the UNSC team on the
current situation in Iraq and government efforts to
ensure security and stability and to rebuild cities and
towns retaken from the IS. 

The UNSC delegation was in Kuwait Friday, where
they met with Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. During their second visit to
Kuwait, Deputy Special Representative for Political
Affairs and Electoral  Assistance of the United
Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) Alice
Walpole briefed the delegation on the status of
Kuwait’s missing people in Iraq and the development
within the file of Kuwaiti belongings stolen during the
Iraqi invasion. Representatives of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) provided a simi-
lar briefing. — KUNA 

Kuwait’s envoy
to UN urges...
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Washington has warned that if the S-400 system is
delivered to Turkey, the country faces penalties under
the Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA) which bars business with
Russia’s state and private defense and intelligence sec-
tors. Turkish officials have previously said they are
preparing for US sanctions. In a line of argument that
appears to have played well with Trump, Erdogan told
him that the reason for purchasing the S-400 was that
his predecessor Barack Obama had failed to secure a
deal to sell Turkey the American Patriot system instead,
with the sale blocked by Congress at the time. 

The Patriot is an anti-missile and anti-aircraft
weapon system, similar to the S-400. The US finally
approved the sale of the Patriot system to Turkey in

December. Trump said Erdogan should not be blamed
for Obama’s failure. “We have a complicated situation
because the president (Erdogan) was not allowed to
buy the Patriot missiles... he wasn’t allowed by the
Obama administration,” Trump told reporters in
Osaka. “So he buys the other missile and then, all of a
sudden, they say, ‘Well, you can now buy our missile,’”
Trump said, adding: “You can’t do business that way.
It’s not good.”

Washington has nonetheless threatened to remove
Turkey from its F-35 fighter jet program, giving
Ankara until July 31 to cancel the S-400 purchase or
have its pilots kicked off the training course and
expelled from the US. Turkey has plans to buy 116 F-
35s, Erdogan said, and has invested a total of $1.4 bil-
lion in the production so far. Relations between
Turkey and the US have been tense over multiple
issues, including American support for a Kurdish mili-
tia in Syria and the failure to extradite a Pennsylvania-
based Muslim preacher blamed for the 2016 failed
coup. But the two leaders said they were committed to
increasing bilateral trade.  —  AFP 

Turkey hopes to 
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Eight of the 10 nations at the World Cup have an
alternate kit in case of a color clash and England also
wear light blue, hence the switch. But the kit has stirred
controversy and prompted satire in India. Members of
the opposition accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
right-wing Hindu nationalist party of pushing its trade-
mark saffron color on the team.

But many Twitter users made fun of the kit, compar-

ing it to the uniform worn by the employees of state-run
company Indian Oil. Users mocked the Indian cricket
board’s decision by flooding the social media site with
spoof pictures of Indian players holding fuel dispensers
at filling stations. “It actually looks like Uniform of Petrol
Pump employees It should have been completely
Orange colored jersey @BCCI why you choose this
Jersey ??” a Twitter user wrote, adding a picture of
Kohli with a fuel dispenser.

Sri Lanka changed to yellow shirts against England
and decided to keep them for the rest of the tournament
as a lucky charm after their shock win against the hosts.
India, unbeaten in their six games, need just one win
from their remaining three games to book a semifinal
berth while Eoin Morgan’s England must win both of
their final games to guarantee progress. — AFP 

India’s World 
Cup ‘away’...

DUBAI: The US-organized economic workshop in
Bahrain failed to deliver tangible results over the long-
awaited Middle East peace plan but it opened the door
for closer Israeli-Gulf ties, analysts say. Despite this, the
normalization of ties between the Gulf oil monarchies and
the Jewish state - staunch US allies who have common
concerns over Iran - remains unlikely without progress in
resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, they say.

In an unprecedented interview of a senior Gulf official
by an Israeli journalist, Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Khalid
bin Ahmed Al-Khalifa said on the sidelines of the two-
day workshop in Manama that Israel is part of the
region’s heritage. “Israel is part of this heritage of this
whole region, historically, so the Jewish people have a
place amongst us,” he said in the interview broadcast
late Wednesday on Israel’s Channel 13 television.

Sheikh Khalid, a member of the ruling family of the
tiny state, called in a separate interview with the Times
of Israel for improved relations with Israel, but reiterated
his country’s commitment to the Arab Peace Initiative.
Neil Partrick, a London-based Middle East analyst, said

the Bahraini foreign minister’s comments “will be the
main achievement” of the workshop “as far as the US
and Israel are concerned”.

Meanwhile, an Israeli journalist published on her
Twitter account an interview with prominent UAE busi-
nessman Mohammed Alabbar, who was among a group
of business leaders who attended the Bahrain workshop.
“Young people and our children... want to live a life that
has hope and optimism and a better future,” Alabbar,
chief of real estate giant Emaar Properties, told the jour-
nalist when asked what message he wants to send Israeli
audiences.

‘Clear’ message 
After getting special permission, a handful of Israeli

journalists attended the conference in Bahrain, with
which their country has no diplomatic relations - like all
Arab countries excluding Jordan and Egypt. “Countries
such as Bahrain are more willing to float the carrot of
overt engagement, but I think it would be highly prema-
ture to expect anything beyond flirtation without mean-

ingful change on the ground,” said Elizabeth Dickinson,
senior analyst with the International Crisis Group think-
tank. “The Gulf message is actually somewhat clear in my
view: Israel could be a useful, stable ally in a volatile
region - but only if there is an agreement with the
Palestinians,” she told AFP.

In recent years Israel has been courting Arab nations
which do not recognize the Jewish state, and in October
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu held surprise
talks in Muscat with the ruler of Oman. These efforts at
rapprochement came as Iran - the arch-foe of Israel and
regional rival Saudi Arabia - was bolstering its influence
in several Arab countries. US President Donald Trump’s
son-in-law, Jared Kushner, launched the long-awaited
Middle East initiative at the conference, which the
Palestinian Authority boycotted over fears it sought to
buy off the Palestinians and deprive them of an inde-
pendent state.

Normalization ‘some way off’ 
Partrick said it remained unlikely the conference in

Bahrain “will lead directly to full diplomatic relations with
Israel without the Palestinian leadership backing the final
and political ‘deal’”. He said the “full and proper political
normalization with Israel is still some way off”, especially
after the United States recognized Jerusalem as the capi-
tal of Israel in 2017. According to the International Crisis
Group, normalization of ties between Arab countries and
Israel still depends on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

“If the Bahrain workshop secures a place in future
history books, it will be for exposing the limits of Arab-
Israeli rapprochement,” it said in a report on Wednesday.
It underlines that “Israel’s overt acceptance in the region
requires it to resolve its conflict with the Palestinians,” it
said. The Palestinians have boycotted the US administra-
tion since Trump broke with decades of consensus by
recognising Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and moving the
US embassy from Tel Aviv to the holy city last year. US
officials have hinted the political part of the Middle East
plan - which could come out later this year - will not
mention the creation of an independent Palestinian state,
a goal of decades of US diplomacy.  — AFP 

Gulf, Israel closer after Bahrain 
conference, but full ties unlikely

OSAKA: Russian President Vladimir Putin has used a
global summit founded on liberal ideas to attack them
in a demonstration of Moscow’s apparent confidence
amid international discord. Kicked out of the G-20’s
more exclusive cousin G-8 in 2014 for annexing
Crimea, Putin is now not the only one defending illiberal
views on issues ranging from sexuality to immigration,
even winning a vague endorsement from US counter-
part Donald Trump. 

“The liberal idea has become obsolete. It has come
into conflict with the interests of the overwhelming
majority of the population,” Putin told the Financial
Times in an interview ahead of the summit. He criticized
Germany for welcoming immigrants, saying multicultur-
alism was letting immigrants “kill, plunder, rape” with-
out punishment - and was understanding to Trump’s
idea of building a wall on the Mexican border.

Yesterday, he repeated that western liberal policies
on sexuality and gender identity were being forced on
people, often children, and that parents who opposed
this were “often jailed”. “Overreach” by proponents of
liberalism is what caused protests in Europe and
Trump’s surprise election, Putin said.

EU leaders on defensive 
Putin’s views, undiplomatically expressed in a lan-

guage usually reserved for his domestic working class
constituency rather than global leaders, touched a few
nerves in Osaka and beyond. “What I find really obso-
lete are authoritarianism, personality cults, the rule of

oligarchs, even if sometimes they may seem effective,”
EU President Donald Tusk said. Elton John accused
Putin of hypocrisy: While the Russian leader denied
violating rights of LGBT community, John’s recent film
Rocketman was heavily censored in the country to cut
out all scenes of gay intimacy.

French President Emmanuel Macron also countered,
saying: “I am convinced that, in a world full of uncertainty,
liberal democracies still have a lot to offer.” But Trump,
asked if he agreed with Putin, said the Russian leader
“sees what’s going on”, before adding that US cities San
Francisco and Los Angeles are “sad” because they are
run by an “extraordinary group of liberal people”.

‘Crusade’ on liberalism 
A political veteran first elected president in 2000,

Putin had initially adhered to liberal ideas, but his
advisers from those days are some of his biggest critics
now. Since then, he has punished opposition, silenced
media and sided with most Russians in criticizing the
liberal economic policies of predecessor Boris Yeltsin.
Criticism followed by sanctions from the West was met
with increasingly anti-Western policies, while lobbying
of the Russian Orthodox Church has increased in
recent years, resulting in conservative laws.

Opposition politicians point out that pro-Kremlin
figures or media figures who uphold Putin’s conserva-
tive, anti-Western rhetoric often have mansions in
Europe, while their children attend Western schools,
suggesting that the traditionalist and patriotic fervor is
just an act. But Putin’s public lashing of western liberal-
ism could be a bid to unite right-wing or conservative
forces that oppose liberal values, analyst Vladimir
Frolov said. “It’s a bid for a crusade against liberalism,”
he told Dozhd television channel. “In the West, they
have gotten used to Vladimir Putin in his new role as
leader of the right, and this gives him confidence and
some independence.” — AFP 

An aerial view taken on Friday shows sailing boats lying at anchor on the Bodensee (Lake Constance) in Konstanz, southern Germany. — AFP 

At G20, Putin 
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OSAKA:  Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during his press conference on the sidelines of the G-20 sum-
mit yesterday. — AFP 


