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Kuwaiti chief lawmaker holds
talks with top Iraqi officials

Kuwait, Iraq affirm ‘solid’ bilateral relations 

BAGHDAD: Speaker of Kuwait’s National Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem and his delegation meet with Iraqi President Dr Barham
Salih.— KUNA photos

Speaker of Kuwait’s National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets with his
Iraqi counterpart Mohammad Al-Halbousi.

BAGHDAD: Speaker of Kuwait’s National As-
sembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem, who arrived
yesterday in Iraq on an official one-day visit,
held official talks later with Iraqi leaders dis-
cussing a host of issues of common interest. The
parliament speaker, along with his delegation,
met with President Dr Barham Salih at Salam
Palace. Ghanem conveyed greetings from His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah to the Iraqi leader, wishing his
country further progress and prosperity. In turn,
president Salih requested that Ghanem convey

his best regards to His Highness the Amir. The
two sides, during the meeting, affirmed that the
bilateral relations between the two brotherly
countries would remain solid.

Earlier, Ghanem, along with his entourage,
met with his Iraqi counterpart Mohammad Al-
Halbousi. The discussions dealt means of boost-
ing cooperation between Kuwait and Iraq,
particularly in the parliamentary field, Al-Dus-
toor news network said in a statement. The talks
addressed various files of common concern, re-
gional and international issues, it added. The

Kuwaiti parliament speaker expressed, during
the meeting with Halbousi, aspiration to see Iraq
secure, prosperous and stable. Meanwhile, Hal-
bousi expressed gratitude to Kuwait for sup-
porting his country in the war on terrorism,
backing the local ‘political process’ and recon-
structing the country. Separately, Ghanem met
the head of the supreme judicial council Faek Al-
Abboudi, discussing a host of legal affairs.

Ghanem also met with Iraqi Prime Minister
Adel Abdulmahd, and the two sides discussed
topics of mutual concern and means of boost-

ing ties on all levels. They also discussed re-
solving issues standing in the way of establish-
ing economic partnerships between Kuwait
and Iraq. The meeting was attended by the
Speaker’s accompanying delegation and
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Iraq Salem Al-Za-
manan. After departing Iraq, Ghanem is ex-
pected to head to Jordan on a two-day visit to
Syrian and Palestinian refugee camps. He will
be also attending the 29th Arab Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union conference on Jerusalem on
March 3-4 held in Jordan. — KUNA

MOSCOW: Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov is scheduled
to visit Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states including Kuwait
on March 3-7, the Russian Foreign Ministry announced. The
planned tour will also include Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the UAE,
ministry spokesperson Maria Zakahrova said at a press conference
yesterday. Lavrov’s expected talks with top leaders of the Gulf
countries would deal with means of boosting relations and coop-
eration at various levels, she said. The discussions will focus on im-
plementation of previously inked accords between Moscow and
these countries, execution of projects of mutual interest in diverse
spheres in addition to enhancing humanitarian and cultural ties.

Moreover, they will touch on issues in the Middle East and
North Africa, with emphasis on necessity of resolving conflicts with
political and diplomatic means, according to international laws and
the United Nations Charter, Zakahrova continued.

The Russian minister and his GCC hosts will also discuss con-
ditions in Syria, Yemen, Libya, Arabian Gulf countries, the Pales-
tinian issue and coordination at international quarters. She
indicated that some focal points of the talks would be preparation
for the Russia-Arab Ministerial Forum, due in Moscow on April 17,
as well as prospects of reactivating the Russian-GCC Strategic Di-
alogue Council. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti press has shifted focus from Arab affairs
to domestic issues because of readers’ change of interest and
significant expansion of the media sphere. Most of the local
newspapers, nowadays, headline about local issues, following a
long period during which Arab and Islamic affairs, namely the
Palestinian cause, had dominated the dailies’ spaces. The 1990
Iraqi aggression was the key crossroad, where the local press
began centering on the domestic affairs, at the expense of the
regional and Arab topics. Walid Al-Jassem, Director General of
Al-Rai television station, said that various technical and political
factors have prompted the press decision makers to shift to the
Kuwaiti subjects. At the political level, Kuwait had shouldered

responsibility of defending Arab and Islamic causes. This re-
sponsibility turned much more pressing when it joined the
United Nations on May 14, 1963. The Palestinian cause, namely
the uprising in the 1980s, had dominated spaces of the daily
Kuwaiti newspapers. With respect of technical aspects, Jassem
said appointment of Arabs in ranking administrative and news
posts in the past affected policies of choosing the issues that
would be highlighted. Mazyad Al-Mousharji, chief editor of the
economic journal Al-Mal, expressed his belief that the small num-
ber of newspapers in the 1980s played a role in unifying the high-
lighted issues. Now, in shadow of mushrooming media outlets and
printed publications, the presented topics have turned much
more diversified. Ahmad Nasser, a journalist at Al-Qabas news-
paper, said ‘the compass’ of interest by the Kuwaiti newspapers
over the past 10 years changed due to employment of a larger
number of Kuwaiti journalists. Moreover, the Kuwaiti reader’s in-
creasing interest in the local issues has prompted the press to
focus on these topics. — KUNA

Russian FM to
visit Kuwait, other
GCC states in March

Press dedicate more
interest to local issues

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s three towers stand aloft adorning the
seaside area in the heart of the Kuwaiti capital. The towers,
during this month that witnessed the national days, were
lighted emitting images of the Kuwaiti flag, portraits of Their
Highnesses the Amir, the Crown Prince and the Prime Min-
ister. Samir Al-Gallaf, the director of construction and ar-
chitectural affairs at the National Council for Culture, Arts
and Letters, said that the three towers had been designed
to mimic shape of some Kuwaiti women traditional acces-

sories. Most visitors and tourists of the country visit the
towers’ site, situated in the 38,000-square-meter ‘Ras
Ajouza’ location.

Idea of building the towers emerged during era of the late
Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, when the
ministry of electricity drafted plans to build new water
reservoirs to replace old ones, constructed in 1963. Engi-
neers had planned to use the two large towers as reservoirs’
and use the small one to produce electricity. — KUNA

Kuwait Towers illuminate during national celebrations


