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HANOI: Cigarette breaks and poolside strolls: the
world again saw a more human side to North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un and US President Donald Trump
as their unlikely diplomatic rapprochement endured for
a second date. But bonhomie and bromance are not al-
ways enough and the summit ended abruptly without
an agreement, with sanctions proving a deal-breaker.
Here are the things we learned from the two-day gath-
ering in Vietnam’s capital Hanoi. 

Food for thought
Hanoi was not a summit for anyone hoping to diet.

The US president was treated to a five-course lunch
with the Vietnamese prime minister that included scal-
lops, mango, spring rolls, cod, Wagyu beef, wood-ear
mushrooms, lotus seeds and longans, a tropical fruit.
Perhaps understandably, the US side reportedly asked
for a more “simple” dinner with Kim and backroom staff
were said to be wrangling over the menu until the last
minute. In the end, the 80s classic of prawn cocktail, av-
ocado and thousand island dressing kicked off the meal,
followed by a fusion of styles for the main: grilled sirloin

with a kimchi-stuffed pear. A runny chocolate “lava”
closed it out. The following day’s working lunch was
abruptly cancelled but for the record, the menu showed
they were due to eat snow fish - a deliciously tender
Asian species - apple foie gras jelly and banoffee pie. In
the event, the empty table settings spoke volumes.

Trains, planes and automobiles 
For their first historic meeting in Singapore, Kim

borrowed a plane from his Chinese friends but this time,
he undertook a mammoth 4,000-kilometre (2,500-
mile) rail journey in his olive green train. Footage of him
taking a cigarette break at a brief stopover in China lit
up social media, his ever-present sister Kim Yo Jong
rushing to his side to hand him an ashtray. And to com-
plete the set, automobiles played another role in this
summit. In Singapore, Trump set Secret Service hearts
pounding by allowing Kim a glimpse into his top-secret
armored “Beast”. This time, a senior North Korean del-
egation was given a guided tour around a Vietnamese
car factory touted as a model for Pyongyang’s potential
economic development.

Vox pop Kim
At home, Pyongyang carefully choreographs Kim’s

every appearance in its tightly-controlled media, with
state television often not even broadcasting natural
sound from his events. And while foreign journalists
have tried before to draw an unscripted response from
the reclusive leader, no one had ever been successful
before.—AFP 
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Trump ‘walks’ as North Korea’s 
talks end abruptly without deal

Kim Jong Un’s wants sanctions dropped
HANOI: The US-North Korea nuclear summit in
Hanoi ended abruptly without a deal yesterday,
with President Donald Trump saying he had de-
cided to “walk” in the face of Kim Jong Un’s de-
mands to drop sanctions. The much-anticipated
second meeting between the two leaders was
supposed to build on their historic first summit in
Singapore, but they failed to sign a joint state-
ment as initially scheduled and the talks ended in
deadlock. 

“Sometimes you have to walk and this was
just one of those times,” an unusually downbeat
Trump told reporters. “Basically they wanted
the sanctions lifted in their entirety and we
couldn’t do that,” Trump said before leaving
Vietnam aboard Air Force One to head back to
Washington.  

But Trump insisted he was “optimistic that the
progress we made” before and during the summit
left them “in position to have a really good out-
come” in the future. “I’d much rather do it right
than do it fast,” he added. He noted Kim had
vowed not to resume nuclear or ballistic missile
testing-something he previously identified as a
yardstick for success-and reiterated their “close
relationship”. “We just like each other... there’s a
warmth that we have and I hope that stays, I think
it will,” he said.

‘Major failure’ 
The outcome in Hanoi fell far short of the pre-

meeting expectations and hopes, after critics said

their initial historic meeting in Singapore was
more style over substance. The leaders walked
away with no set plans for a third meeting,
though Trump said he hopes to see Kim again
soon. Ankit Panda, from the Federation of Amer-
ican Scientists, warned on Twitter that the White
House’s expectation of further talks “does not
have to be a perception shared in North Korea.” 

“Kim may have left irate, for all we know. He
may have no intention of continuing this,” added
Panda. In the original White House program, a
“Joint Agreement Signing Ceremony” had been
scheduled in Hanoi and a working lunch for the
leaders. Instead both men left the summit venue
without signing anything and Trump moved up
his news conference by two hours.

“This is a major failure,” tweeted Joe Cirin-
cione, president of the Ploughshares Fund peace
foundation, saying it showed the limit of sum-
mitry, with “not enough time or staff” to work out
a deal.  Trump flew around the world for the
meeting and Kim undertook a mammoth two-
and-a-half-day trek through China in his olive
green train, travelling 4,000 kilometers. Kim will
stay on in Vietnam for a state visit, which will in-
clude a wreath-laying ceremony at the Ho Chi
Minh mausoleum, before his expected departure
tomorrow.  

The US president, who touted his “special re-
lationship” with Kim, frequently dangled the
prospect of a brighter economic future for a nu-
clear-free North Korea, at one point saying there

was “AWESOME” potential. From the outset, he
had appeared to downplay expectations of an
immediate breakthrough in nuclear talks, saying
he was in “no rush” to clinch a rapid deal and was
content if a pause in missile testing continued.

But Harry Kazianis, Director of Korean Stud-

ies at the Centre for the National Interest, said
that no agreement was better than a bad one.
“The challenge is North Korea’s nuclear weapons
are already a reality,” he said. “Getting a deal that
does little to nothing to remove that threat would
be far worse than a flawed deal.” —AFP 

HANOI: US President Donald Trump (right) walks with North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un dur-
ing a break in talks at the second US-North Korea summit yesterday. — AFP 

HANOI: Donald Trump summoned the
world’s media to Hanoi for a meeting with
Kim Jong Un, travelled the long way
around the world to get there, and dan-
gled an “AWESOME” future before the
North Korean leader. And they did not
agree anything. That may not be such a
bad thing, analysts say.

Their Singapore summit-the first-ever
encounter between the leaders of two
countries on opposite sides of the tech-
nically still unfinished Korean War-made
global headlines last year. But the agree-
ment they signed was short on specifics,
with Kim committing only to a vague
promise to “work toward complete denu-
clearization of the Korean peninsula”.
Subsequent progress stalled with the two
sides disagreeing over what that means,
and ahead of the Hanoi meeting analysts
expected them to put meat on the bones
of the text.

In the event, there was more bonhomie
in the Vietnamese capital-a venue chosen
partly to symbolize the possibility of a
good post-war relationship with the US-
but even less in the way of tangible out-
comes, with no communique emerging

from the summit. Trump told reporters
Kim wanted all sanctions imposed on the
North over its weapons programs lifted
before it made any further moves over its
Yongbyon nuclear plant and other covert
sites, and he had decided to walk away.
“I’d much rather do it right than do it
fast,” he added.

Analysts pointed to the meeting as
part of a long process, and potentially a
necessary one. “These talks were not a
failure,” said David Kim of the Stimson
Center. “Think of the Trump-Kim rela-
tionship like a Korean drama,” he went on.
“We are just beginning to watch the long
love story unfold.” It would be filled with
“excitement, disappointment and utter
heartache”, but “the bond between Kim
and Trump will remain steadfast to the
end. “As long as both ‘lovers’ remain com-
mitted to their relationship, we can ex-
pect more positive outcomes in the
future.”

Trump has previously said he and Kim
“fell in love” over an exchange of letters,
and while no third summit with Kim had
been agreed, the White House said work-
ing-level talks would continue. —AFP 

‘No deal, no problem’ 
at Trump-Kim summit


