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HANOI: Ready with an ashtray at a railway sta-
tion, taking away gifts of flowers and giving direc-
tions to staff, Kim Yo Jong has been rushed off her
feet as personal secretary to her brother and
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Vietnam.
Kim Yo Jong, who holds the title of vice director
of the ruling Workers’ Party, came to the world’s
attention at the Winter Olympics in South Korea
a year ago, when her big smile and relaxed manner
made her a hit with many south of the DMZ.

But it has been non-stop for her on the trip to
Hanoi, trailing her brother during his second sum-
mit with US President Donald Trump, her hair
neatly half swept back in trademark fashion, mak-
ing sure everything goes like clockwork. Kim Yo
Jong, 29, in high heels and black two-piece suit,
was ubiquitous even before her brother, a stickler
for cleanliness, arrived in Hanoi on Tuesday. As
Kim Jong Un took a cigarette break at a railway
station in the southern Chinese city of Nanning,
she approached him holding a crystal ashtray in
two hands, footage from Japanese broadcaster
TBS showed.

After Kim’s train rolled into the Vietnamese
border station of Dong Dang, Kim Yo Jong was
the first person to emerge, alongside protocol
chief Kim Chang Son. She appeared at one point
to slightly push aside Kim Yong Chol, the leader’s

chief nuclear envoy and top aide, as she sprinted
from the train towards her brother and took wel-
come flowers from him. When Kim Jong Un signed
an agreement with Trump after their first summit
in Singapore last June, he ditched a pen sterilized
by his security officials in favor of one offered by
his sister.

“It is most fascinating because we see her dis-
charging technical and hygienic tasks on one hand,
but she also has to fulfill certain ceremonial tasks
as one of the visiting VIPs,” said Michael Madden,
a North Korea leadership expert at the Washing-
ton-based Stimson Centre’s 38 North think tank.
The Kims’ keenness on cleanliness is rooted in the
era of their late father, Kim Jong Il, when immac-
ulateness was key and sanitizers were widely used,
Madden said.

Experts also say the use of a personal ashtray
or pen in particular is intended to prevent the rul-
ing family’s DNA being collected by foreign gov-
ernments. “The paranoia about medical
intelligence involved Kim Jong Il, so the security
units may have continued the policy with his son,”
Madden said. Since her debut on state media in
December 2011, Kim Yo Jong has quickly climbed
the leadership ladder. She was named as an alter-
nate member of the party’s all-powerful politburo
in late 2017 as her brother draws his most impor-

tant people closer to the centre of power. At the
Olympics, her every move was scrutinized.
Crowds applauded as she stood for the South Ko-
rean anthem during the opening ceremony. But
some critics said the aloofness and high-tilted chin

spoke of someone who sees herself “above anyone
else”. As for the summit, Trump said he and Kim
Jong Un had failed to reach agreement on denu-
clearization due to North Korean demands to lift
punishing US-led sanctions. — Reuters

Smoke signals: Kim Jong Un’s sister 
rushed off her feet on Vietnam trip

Kims’ keenness on cleanliness is rooted in the era of late father

HANOI: Kim Jong Un’s summit with US President Donald
Trump may have ended without progress on removing eco-
nomic sanctions or ending the Korean War, but at least in his
dealings on the world stage, the young North Korean leader
took another step forward. In an unexpected first, Kim spoke
to foreign journalists yesterday during a photo opportunity
in the Vietnamese capital, Hanoi.

“I won’t make a premature judgment, but my sense is that
there will be good results,” Kim said of his meeting with
Trump, in response to a question from Washington Post re-
porter David Nakamura. While Kim’s optimism was mis-
placed, it marked the first time the North Korean leader has
ever answer a question from a foreign journalist, and there
was more to come.

“There must be people who watch us having a wonderful
time, like a scene from a fantasy movie. We have so far made
lots of efforts, and it’s time to show them,” Kim said. Later,
seated across the negotiating table from Trump, Kim was
asked by Reuters whether or not he was ready to give up his
nuclear weapons. “If I wasn’t ready for such a thing, I wouldn’t
be here,” Kim replied. Kim then asked the media for more
time with Trump for “sufficient discussion”. “Even one minute
is precious for us,” he said.

Kim’s confident interaction with the foreign press is a
marked departure from the style of his father and previous
North Korean leader Kim Jong Il, who never gave interviews
and whose voice was only ever heard twice in publicly avail-
able audio recordings. —Reuters

North Korea’s leader 
answers first questions 
from foreign journalists

HANOI: North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un (center) speaks during a bilateral meeting with US President
Donald Trump (not pictured) at the second US-North Korea summit yesterday. — AFP 

GOBRA: For more than a year, Nasima Gain did not leave her house.
She spoke to no one, refused to meet friends and lay in bed. Closeted
in her room, the Indian teenager was consumed by guilt, blaming her-
self for being snatched from her village, taken to a neighboring state
and sex trafficked into a brothel. She recalls the day of her abduction,
aged just 14, vividly. 

“I was dressed in a sari that day because we were celebrating (a
festival),” she said at a relative’s home. “I think it was the first time I
was wearing a sari and remember being very happy. That morning, I
never imagined that I would be so terrified by night,” she said from
Gobra, a village of fewer than 500 families along the India-
Bangladesh border.

Like tens of thousands of teenagers trafficked from the eastern
state of West Bengal to brothels across India or into domestic servi-
tude, Nasima was sold by one of her relatives. “I trusted him,” she
said of a childhood friend who grew up to traffic her. “We had
planned to spend the day out. He took that chance and trapped us.”
Nasima and a friend were made to join a dance group then taken to
a dance bar and sold for sex. She was beaten and abused for almost
a year before a tipoff brought police to the rescue.

That was in 2010 and Nasima said she emerged an utter wreck.
Now she is on a mission to ensure others who escape human traf-
ficking and modern slavery get the help that eluded her. “Previously
I stammered and had no confidence,” she recalled. “Now I ... keep my
head high.” Once she was one of about 40 million people estimated
by the United Nations to be trapped in slavery; now Nasima is among
the countless survivors striving to rebuild life.

Many face a personal struggle, others - like Nasima - wage legal
battles hoping to boost support from governments. With dreams of

becoming a social worker, she is asking the High Court of West Bengal
to ensure survivors get cash and help rather than face endless ques-
tions, rejection and abandonment. No date is scheduled for the next
hearing but Nasima refuses to give up, despite her frustration with the
lack of progress. “I feel very angry. We are trying so hard yet nothing
has happened. (But) I will stay with the case until it is over.”

Journey
Human trafficking in India rose almost 20 percent in 2016 from the

previous year, government data shows. More than 60 percent of
23,117 rescued victims were children. Rehabilitation schemes offer
negligible help, campaigners say. With few life skills and no backing,
most survivors live in abject poverty, with little hope of a safe second
life. “I wanted to build a group to fight against the problem,” Nasima
said, referring to her legal battle. “We need individual care plans and
a sustained means of livelihood.”

Her journey from victim to campaigner is an unlikely one. Now 22,
Nasima documented her first, lonely year post-rescue in a diary, jot-
ting down all the confusion and anger. She hid it in a suitcase to lock
away the darkest 10 months of her life. “My family was happy I was
back and I never really told anyone, including my parents, about what
I had been through when I was away. Even today they think I was
just a dancer at a bar.”

Social worker Mohidul Islam met Nasima a week after she was
rescued. He visited her house almost every week, calling out to her
and trying desperately to persuade her to venture out. “Her family
had practically been ostracized by villagers and Nasima’s state of
shock was understandable,” he said. Islam’s persistence paid off. A
year later, she agreed to visit Sanjog, a charity, where she met fellow
survivors. “There was nothing to be ashamed of. I realised that I was
not alone and it was the trafficker who was guilty,” she said.

Justice
As she discovered fellow survivors, Nasima felt she needed to

go beyond her own fate to confront the wider problem. So in May
2017, Nasima filed a public interest litigation (PIL) to address the
“psychological, physical and re-integrative needs” of all trafficking
victims. —Reuters

Victim no more, sex 
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