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WASHINGTON:  Special Counsel Robert
Mueller and other US prosecutors have been in-
vestigating whether President Donald Trump’s
2016 campaign conspired with Russia. Trump and
Moscow have denied any collusion. US intelli-
gence agencies have concluded Russia interfered
in the presidential election with a campaign of
hacking and propaganda to sow discord in the
United States and damage the Republican
Trump’s Democratic opponent Hillary Clinton.
Russia denies it. Here are some key interactions
between Trump advisors and Russian figures that
have been unearthed by Mueller’s probe and in-
vestigations in Congress.

Trump tower meeting
Several top Trump aides, including campaign

chairman Paul Manafort, son-in-law Jared Kush-
ner and son Donald Trump Jr, met in June 2016 at
Trump Tower in New York with a Russian lawyer
who had offered damaging information about
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton.
US prosecutors said the lawyer, Natalia Veselnit-
skaya, was an agent for the Kremlin. The meeting
was arranged by Rob Goldstone, a British music
publicist. Participants in the meeting said nothing
improper occurred and that Veselnitskaya dis-
cussed US sanctions on Russia and adoption pol-
icy, not election issues. The president said he did
not know about the meeting beforehand.

Efforts to build a skyscraper 
Trump’s former personal lawyer, Michael

Cohen, said he pursued a deal to build a Trump-
branded skyscraper in Moscow until June 2016,
after Trump had clinched the Republican presi-
dential nomination. Cohen said in a guilty plea that
he spoke with an assistant to Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s press secretary in January of that
year and briefed Trump on the project more than
three times. Trump’s lawyer Rudy Giuliani said the
Moscow skyscraper talks continued until Trump
won the November 2016 election, but later said he
misspoke. Trump, who repeatedly said during the
campaign that he had no contacts with Russia,
said after Cohen’s guilty plea in November 2018
there was nothing wrong with pursuing the deal.

Efforts to set up a meeting 
Trump campaign adviser George Papadopou-

los worked between March 2016 and August 2016
to set up a meeting with Russian leadership, ac-
cording to prosecutors. They said a London-
based professor with ties to the Russian
government told him in April 2016 that Moscow
had compromising information on Clinton. Pa-
padopoulos served 14 days in prison after plead-
ing guilty to lying to the FBI about those efforts.

Manafort offers campaign insights
Manafort shared election campaign polling

data in August 2016 with Konstantin Kilimnik,
a former business partner who Mueller has de-
scribed as having ties to Russian intelligence,
according to a court filing inadvertently made
public by Manafort’s lawyers. The two also
discussed a plan to resolve the conflict in
Ukraine, a major Kremlin foreign policy goal
as it seeks relief from US economic sanctions,

according to court filings. Manafort, a veteran
Republican political consultant who earned
million of dollars working for pro-Russian
politicians in Ukraine, also offered private
briefings about the campaign to Russian bil-
lionaire Oleg Deripaska, who is close to Putin,
in an effort to collect past debts, according to
the Washington Post. —Reuters
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WASHINGTON: Rep Elijah Cummings (D-MD) gives his closing statement after Michael Cohen, former attorney
and fixer for President Donald Trump, testified before the House Oversight Committee on Capitol Hill in Wash-
ington, DC. —AFP

Bon appe-teeth: 
man chomps on 
‘molar’ in airline 
SINGAPORE: A horrified Australian traveler discovered a sus-
pected human tooth in a meal on a Singapore Airlines flight,
prompting the carrier yesterday to apologize and launch an
investigation. Bradley Button was eating rice on the flight on
Tuesday when he heard a crunch and spat out what appeared
to be a molar.

“For the rest of the flight I was not well, just the idea of hav-
ing someone else’s body part in my food is not nice,” he told
the Australian Associated Press. He said a flight attendant was
“adamant” that she needed to take the object away for testing
and that it was a small rock. “It was without a shadow of a
doubt a tooth,” he added. After the discovery, Button said he
was given a voucher to use on the airline’s duty-free products.

Singapore Airlines confirmed that a customer travelling on
a service from Wellington to Melbourne found “what ap-
peared to be a foreign object in their meal”. “We sincerely
apologize to the customer for this negative experience and
for the inconvenience this has caused. We are currently in-
vestigating this incident and have sent the object for analysis
to determine what it is,” the carrier said in a statement. It is
just the latest controversy to hit Singapore’s flag carrier-last
week there was an outcry online after worried passengers
discovered cameras on seatback monitors on some of the air-
line’s newer planes. The airline however insisted the cameras
were disabled. —AFP

Nigeria’s Buhari: 
Anti-corruption 
president
ABUJA: Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari was elected in 2015
on a wave of hope that he could defeat Boko Haram Islamists and turn
around a country blighted by decades of corruption and poor gover-
nance. But while he will go down in history as Nigeria’s first opposition
candidate to defeat an incumbent, his first term was dominated by ques-
tions about his fitness to govern. From May 2016 until mid-2017, Buhari
was in London for medical treatment for increasingly long periods of
time, forcing government denials that he was gravely ill or even dead.

To date, he has not disclosed details about his condition, apart from
saying he had “never been so ill” and had to undergo multiple blood
transfusions. But after US President Donald Trump reportedly called
him “lifeless” after the recovering Buhari visited Washington, his critics
found a potent slur. His absence also sparked one of politics’ more un-
usual conspiracy theories-that he had died and been replaced by a
lookalike from Sudan. In recent months, some critics have focused less
on his physical frailties and more on his mental faculties.

After an appearance in a live televised question-and-answer session
in January 2019, one commentator called Buhari “intellectually dis-
abled”. Others were less kind. Buhari’s opponents say they have been
vindicated for claiming before the 2015 election that he was too old to
run and had terminal prostate cancer. But his ruling All Progressives
Congress (APC) party dismiss the assertions as smears, and voters gave
Buhari a second mandate in the February 23 presidential vote.

Dogged by the past?
How far Buhari’s illness has affected his attempt to end the threat

from Boko Haram, tackle corruption, and boost the economy will be a
subject of discussion for years. On security, there are worrying signs of
a turnaround in initial gains against the jihadists, as the group’s Islamic

State-backed faction grows stronger in the northeast. New security
threats have also emerged elsewhere, including pro-Biafran secession-
ists in the southeast, and deadly clashes between farmers and herders
in central states. In the north, armed bandits are carrying out kidnap-
pings for ransom and rustling cattle, putting them into conflict with local
vigilantes set up because of a lack of police.

Buhari, a former army general who led a tough military government
in the 1980s, had campaigned on a promise to make the country safer.
He also touted himself as a “converted democrat” to persuade those
with misgivings that his military past was history. But in office he has
struggled to shake off claims of authoritarianism-particularly in his fight
against corruption which critics say has been one-sided against per-
ceived political opponents.

His main challenger for the presidency, Atiku Abubakar, accused
him of being “dictatorial” for suspending the country’s chief justice
just weeks before February elections. Nigerian lawyers said it was an
“attempted coup against the judiciary”, as the judge would have heard
any legal challenges to the result. Former president and military ruler
Olusegun Obasanjo even accused Buhari of trying to copy the hard-
line regime of Sani Abacha, by suppressing free speech and silencing
opponents.

Ruling ‘cabal’
Buhari came to power largely through the overwhelming support of

northern voters, who see him as a down-to-earth “man of the people”.
He has done little to challenge that perception, and is rarely seen in any-
thing other than traditional Muslim robes. He has a reputation for a sim-
ple lifestyle. But his leadership style has been attacked for concentrating
power within a small group of trusted advisors, who like him are Hausa-
speaking, ethnic Fulani Muslims from the north. 

On several occasions, his wife, Aisha, criticized the so-called “cabal”
around her husband, suggesting they held the real power. She also in-
dicated she would not support him in his bid for re-election, and even
retweeted videos of opposition lawmakers criticizing the government.
Critics, who gave Buhari the nickname “Baba Go Slow” because it took
him six months to even appoint a cabinet, complain he has been sluggish
to implement policies. —AFP


