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Ed Sheeran marries 
girlfriend in ‘tiny
wedding’ 

British singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran has married his
girlfriend Cherry Seaborn in a “tiny winter wed-
ding”, The Sun newspaper reported yesterday. “Ed

got married a few days before Christmas. It was very
quiet-just Ed’s oldest school pals, limited family and the
priest,” an unnamed source told the tabloid. The 28-year-
old, one of the best-selling artists in the world, has known
Seaborn since his childhood in Suffolk, eastern England.
They have reportedly been dating since 2015. 

The Sun reported that there were only about 40 people
at the ceremony at his estate in Suffolk. “He wanted no fuss
and he wanted it to be something entirely for them-a tiny
winter wedding,” the source said. However, the couple are
said to be planning a “festival-style party” in the summer.
Sheeran announced his engagement on Instagram in Jan-
uary 2018, saying: “We are very happy and in love, and
our cats are chuffed as well.” Sheeran’s record label did
not immediately respond to requests for comment. —AFP

Bruno Mars has launched a cheeky Twitter protest over In-
donesia’s most populous province slapping restrictions on
some of his biggest hits-and poked fun at fellow music

megastar Ed Sheeran in the process. The West Java broadcasting
commission ruled this month that some 17 foreign songs could
only be played on the airwaves between 10pm and 3am, citing
morality concerns. Restricted titles include Grammy award winner
Mars’ “That’s what I like” and “Versace on the Floor”, Ed
Sheeran’s megahit “Shape of You” and Ariana Grande’s “Love Me
Harder”.

“WTF! I was poppin in Indonesia! Then here comes @ed-
sheeran with his sick, perverted lyrics, gettin us all pinched!
Thanks Ed. Thanks a lot,” the funk revivalist said to his 42 million
Twitter followers this week.  Separately, Indonesia is drafting a
national law that seeks to ban blasphemous and “pornographic”
music content, sparking concerns about freedom of expression in
the world’s biggest Muslim majority nation. 

Responding to the American singer’s tweet, broadcast com-
mission chief Dedeh Fardiah said Mars “maybe didn’t understand
the context” of the new rules. The commission, she said, re-
sponded to complaints from local residents in West Java, which
has some 48 million people and is one of Indonesia’s most con-
servative provinces. “After a review, we think the (restricted)
songs’ lyrics indeed violate the rules which say programs cannot
air material (between 3am and 10pm) which has sexual and ob-

scene content, or implies sexual activity,” Fardiah told AFP. For-
eign artists have occasionally found themselves in the cross-hairs
of religious conservatives or fallen afoul of Indonesia’s censors.
Last year, a TV ad featuring members of K-pop supergroup
Blackpink dressed in miniskirts was banned because the national
Broadcasting Commission deemed it indecent. —AFP

Bruno Mars pokes fun at Indonesia
song restrictions in cheeky tweet

Ukraine on Wednesday said it would not take part in this
year’s Eurovision Song Contest, after the singer selected
to represent the country dropped out following a row over

Russia.  Singer MARUV won a public vote but said she would not
participate because the Ukrainian national broadcaster had im-
posed conditions including a ban on concerts in Russia.  Other
performers who had competed to represent Kiev in the campy
annual competition, to be hosted this year in Tel Aviv, also refused
to accept the conditions.

“The National Public Broadcasting Company of Ukraine is de-
clining to participate in the Eurovision Song Contest 2019,” the
broadcaster said in a statement on Wednesday.  The broadcaster
said the national selection process had revealed a “systemic prob-
lem” in Ukrainian music, that artists have business links to an “ag-
gressor state”.  Russia and Ukraine are culturally close but
political ties between the countries have been in dire straits since
Moscow annexed the Crimean peninsula in 2014. 

A conflict between Ukrainian troops and breakaway Moscow-
backed rebels in the east of Ukraine has claimed some 13,000
lives since it broke out following the annexation.  National broad-
caster UA PBC earlier accused MARUV, whose real name is Anna
Korsun, of failing to understand her role as an ambassador who
should represent Ukrainian public opinion. “I’m a musician, not a
tool in the political arena,” Korsun wrote on Instagram. — AFP

Traditional chiefs, religious leaders,
surreal bureaucrats, the police... no
aspect of Burkinabe society es-

capes mockery in “Duga”, a comedy
screened Wednesday at Africa’s top film
festival. The film-titled “Duga (The Scav-
engers)” in English-uses a corpse that no-
body wants to bury as the launch pad for
a satire on hate-mongers, pen-pushers and
humbugs. It is one of 20 feature films com-
peting for the top prize at the Pan-African
Film and Television Festival of Oua-
gadougou (Fespaco). “False religious
prophets spread fear and hate speech, and
this leads to violence,” said Abdoulaye
Dao, a Burkinabe director who co-made
the film with Herve Eric Lengani. 

“Politicians let them get away with it
because they know it will get them sup-
port. It’s playing with fire. It happens in
Burkina, in Mali and everywhere in Africa,”
he said, referring to the rise of jihadism.
The film follows Rasmane, a retired man
who volunteers to do a job nobody wants-
that of burying a dead friend. Touched by
the plight of the man’s widow and daugh-
ter, Rasmane wants to help out but soon
comes up against a string of people who
want to exploit the situation for their own
gain.

At the same time, a young laborer finds
an abandoned baby in a dump. He offers to
take care of the child, but the authorities
throw every obstacle in his way-and even
go so far as to accuse him of killing her
mother. “The two stories run alongside one
another and come together at the end,”
says Dao, whose 2009 film “An Extraordi-
nary Woman” was well-received at Fes-
paco.  “Life and death were two moments
when communities used to come together,

to cry and to heal. Nowadays, this solidar-
ity is crumbling away.” 

‘Cursed over the corpse!’ 
But in making the film, the directors en-

countered one nightmare after another,
Dao revealed. “The vehicle used in the film
for transporting the body broke down all
the time and also got stuck in the mud-we
had to haul it out with a tractor, which in-
spired one of the scenes,” he says.  “And
when we were filming in the forest, we had
to move the equipment several times, just
when everything was ready because there
were snakes everywhere.  “Then it rained
all the time. After a while, we began to
wonder whether we were being cursed be-
cause of the corpse!” 

Launched in 1969 and loosely modeled
on the Cannes Film Festival, Fespaco pro-
vides an opportunity for African movie and
TV professionals to network and pitch
their work to clients in Europe, North

America and beyond. The week-long fes-
tival opened on Saturday for celebrations
marking its 50th anniversary.

The golden stallion 
Sixteen African countries are showcas-

ing 165 films, documentaries and series. The
top prize-the so-called “African Oscar”-is
the Golden Stallion of Yennenga, named
after a mythical 12th-century warrior
princess who founded the Mossi empire. If
“Duga” wins, Dao will be the first Burkin-
abe filmmaker to hoist the award in 20
years, after Gaston Kabore’s “Buud Yam”
in 1997. Another Burkinabe in the running
is Apolline Traore, whose “Desrances”
portrays the courage of women caught in
the post-electoral turmoil in Ivory Coast in
2010-11. But a rumored front-runner is the
Kenyan film “Rafiki” by Wanuri Kahiu,
which was temporarily banned in its home
country last year because of its lesbian
love theme. — AFP

Hate speech and hypocrisy skewered in
African movie satire
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