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LONDON: Former two-time super mid-
dleweight world champion James DeGale
announced his retirement yesterday days
after he took a pummelling from fellow
Briton Chris Eubank Junior.  The 33-year-
old, who as a middleweight won Olympic
gold in Beijing in 2008, said he had been on
an “amazing journey” but 10 years to the day
of his first professional bout was an apt one
to hang up his gloves.

De Gale was the first British pugilist to
progress from the Olympics to a world title
after turning professional. He won the IBF
world title belt in the United States in 2015
against Andre Dirrell before defending it
three times across the Atlantic.

“Today marks 10 years since my profes-
sional debut fight on February 28, 2009 and
today is the day I am announcing my retire-
ment from boxing,” said DeGale in a state-
ment. “It’s been an unbelievable journey and
I’ve had an amazing decade-if I’m honest,

the best years of my life.”
DeGale, who lost his world title in an

upset points decision to American Caleb
Truax in December 2017 before regaining it
in a rematch in April the following year, ad-
mitted the Eubank bout had exposed to him
how far he had fallen as a pugilist.  

“It’s hard to admit that I’m not the fighter
I once was, but I’m human and along the
way, my injuries have taken a toll-both on
my mind and body and these things have
contributed to my performance in the ring,”
said DeGale.

“I lost the fight on Saturday at the O2 but
I’m touched to have a good send-off from
the fans in my home city. “I’m proud to say
that I’ve made history as the first ever British
Olympian boxer to turn professional and to
win a world title.

“I am also proud to have been a road war-
rior-to travel wherever I needed to be to fight
and win. There’s nothing left to prove.” —AFP
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BOSTON:  File photo shows James DeGale celebrates his win over Andre Dirrell after their super middleweight
fight at Agganis Arena at Boston University on May 23, 2015 in Boston, Massachusetts. —AFP

Australian rugby 
league gets tough 
on players and crime
SYDNEY: Australian rugby league authorities announced tough and
controversial new rules to crack down on players accused of serious
crimes yesterday after a spate of off-field incidents tarnished the
game’s reputation. Under the regime, players who are charged with
serious criminal offences will now be automatically suspended. Pre-
viously, they could continue playing while they awaited the outcome
of their court cases. St George Illawarra’s Jack de Belin, who is facing
sexual assault allegations, was on Thursday the first to be banned,
although he will still be able to train with the team.

He has pleaded not guilty and concerns have been raised that
suspending players could impact their presumption of innocence.

“If we were to shift the policy and stand a player down, we’re
in dangerous territory,” said Rugby League Players Association
chief executive Ian Prendergast ahead of the decision.

“We’re making that decision with the same set of facts that are
before the courts and we’ve been concerned about the public de-
bate given the very real potential to prejudice the party’s right to a
fair hearing.” But Australian Rugby League Commission chairman
Peter Beattie said there must be benchmark set for the sake of the
sport. “We’ve spent a considerable amount of time working on
what’s in the best interests of rugby league,” Beattie said in a state-
ment. “I want to make it clear this is no fault, we’re making no
judgement whatsoever, in relation to any player charged with any
offence.  “What we’re doing is setting a benchmark and standard
for the game of rugby league,” he said.  “We do have a responsi-
bility of player welfare and we want to have a clear partnership
with all clubs. They’ll be able to train with the team,” he added.

Beattie said serious offences would be deemed anything with a
maximum penalty of 11 years in prison or above.

The fate of players charged with an offence carrying a jail term
of less than 11 years, including violence against women or children,
would be at the discretion of National Rugby League chief exec-
utive Todd Greenberg. —AFP

Four talking 
points ahead of 
Super Rugby games
WELLINGTON: Four talking points ahead of this week’s round of Super
Rugby games:

CASE OF THE MISSING ALL BLACKS 
Pre-World Cup restrictions limiting All Blacks to 180 minutes on field

during the first three rounds have made it difficult for fans in New Zealand to
know when they can see the best players in action.

The Otago Highlanders have rested Ben Smith, Aaron Smith and Luke
Whitelock for their clash against Melbourne Rebels to ensure their interna-
tionals do not break the All Blacks quota. But the Wellington Hurricanes have
plenty of All Blacks minutes in reserve and welcome their international trio
of Beauden Barrett, TJ Perenara and Ngani Laumape for their match against
the ACT Brumbies. 

Waikato Chiefs coach Colin Cooper said the arrangement, intended to
prevent player burn-out and injuries ahead of the World Cup, was confusing
and suggested a simpler approach. “I think they should just cut them (All
Blacks) out of the first three games and keep it plain and simple,” he told re-
porters. “Minutes are tough because of injuries. You can have a good plan
but injuries always muck that up.”

THE TWO FOLAUS 
Israel Folau’s younger brother John is a step closer to playing alongside

his superstar sibling after being picked to appear for the Emerging NSW
Waratahs. John, a winger, previously played rugby league with the Parramatta
Eels and made one appearance in the format for Tonga. But he switched
codes last season and in December was handed a one-year contract by the
‘Tahs. He didn’t feature in the pre-season due to injuries, but has now been
given his chance to shine for a side featuring promising Waratahs talent
against the Auckland Contenders on Friday.

“Now I have the opportunity to play for a team that represents an en-
tire state, which is humbling,” the Australia-born player said when signing
with the Waratahs. “Attack-wise, I think I can bring something to the
team.” Big brother Israel last weekend became Australia’s highest try-
scorer in Super Rugby with a career total of 58 and counting. The
Waratahs have a bye this weekend.

REBELS TACKLE HOMOPHOBIA 
The Melbourne Rebels have grabbed attention with their Quade Cooper-

inspired play, but have also been doing sterling work off the field trying to
eradicate homophobic language in junior teams. The Rebels have teamed up
with Monash University in an education programme designed to curb the
use of casual homophobic slurs in junior teams after a study found they were
regularly bandied about. Rebels centre Tom English said the youngsters who
used such language often did not realise how hurtful it was. “We’ve attacked
the racism stigma, now we’re attacking the homophobic one. When people
make those off-the-cuff comments, they don’t think that there’s one person
in the room that it may affect,” he told Australia’s ABC.  “Whether it turns that
person away from the game or they go home and feel bad or sorry for them-
selves, that’s not what we’re about in sport and as human beings.”

‘ANGRY’ CANES 
The euphoria in the Wellington Hurricanes camp after they snatched vic-

tory from the NSW Waratahs in round one evaporated quickly against the
Canterbury Crusaders when they let in five unanswered tries in the first 42
minutes. A late rally to limit the Crusaders’ victory to 38-22 did nothing to
improve the mood as the ‘Canes singled out Friday’s clash with the ACT
Brumbies as a chance to regain some respect.  “I think there will be some
pretty angry players in there (changing room) that think we let ourselves
down,” coach John Plumtree said. —AFP

File photo shows Wellington Hurricanes players celebrate after winning
the match. —AFP


