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MADRID: Luis Suarez scored twice on Wednes-
day as Barcelona inflicted another defeat on Real
Madrid to move within touching distance of win-
ning a record fifth consecutive Copa del Rey.
Madrid were the better side for at least half of a
wild Clasico at the Santiago Bernabeu but three
goals conceded in 28 chaotic, second-half min-
utes sent Barca through to the final with a 3-0
victory, 4-1 on aggregate. 

Suarez would have had a hat-trick had
Raphael Varane not beaten him on the line to
Ousmane Dembele’s cross, Varane’s own-goal
coming between the Uruguayan’s smart finish
and a mischeivously chipped penalty. He now has
11 goals in 13 games against Madrid. 

“We have other players apart from Leo Messi
that can score goals,” Barca coach Ernesto
Valverde said. “Luis’ numbers are incredible, his-
toric for Barca. We know he is always there.” By
then, Barca were coasting and after thrashing
Madrid 5-1 at the Camp Nou in October, they
will return for Saturday’s La Liga game boasting
an accumulative score of 9-2 from the clubs’
three meetings this season. 

But this was not the humiliation of four
months ago and if the result can be put to one
side, Santiago Solari might take heart from the
handful of golden opportunities his team wasted
before their opponents began their spree.  “We
are sad, we wanted to play in the final,” Solari
said.  “But we go out with our heads held high,
we did everything we could but we didn’t take
our chances, and they did.” Vinicius Junior was
most guilty, the 18-year-old showing his both his

talent and youth in equal measure. Gareth Bale,
left on the bench again, might have wondered
what he would have done with some of the
chances that went begging. 

There was a scattering of whistles for Bale
when he came on with just over 20 minutes left
but there was little he could do about Barcelona
quickly extending their lead from one goal to
three.  For Valverde’s side, a record sixth con-
secutive Copa del Rey final, with either Valencia
or Real Betis, who play on Thursday, awaiting
them on May 25. 

After beating Sevilla 4-2 on Sunday, the
Catalans appear to have rediscovered their
groove. “It was a complete performance,” said
Suarez. “We knew it would have to be.” 

The first half was a scrap, full of heavy
touches and lunging challenges with a handful of
chances to counter-attack squandered by loose
passes. Ivan Rakitic plunged into Casemiro and
Toni Kroos charged into Lionel Messi. Vinicius
offered the best moments down the left, terror-
ising Barca’s backline but failing to find a finish-
ing touch.  He wanted a penalty for a clumsy
challenge by Nelson Semedo but the contact
was probably not enough, and then three
chances were passed up. 

First, he fired over after his opponents backed
off and then was sent clear through a gap va-
cated by Gerard Pique, who had lost the ball up-
field. A heavy touch took Vincius wide and while
he squared for Karim Benzema, Marc-Andre ter
Stegen made the block with his foot. Soon after,
he shot high again from six yards, before beck-

oning the groaning crowd by swinging his arms. 
Barca should have capitalised on a wayward

Sergio Reguilon backpass but otherwise they,
and Lionel Messi, were a little flat, lacking either
the precision or spark to create a clear chance. 

Then, with their first one they scored. Dem-
bele made it, drifting Dani Carvajal one way be-

fore darting the other and pulling the ball back
for Suarez to squeeze inside the near post.
Madrid came again. Reguilon’s header drew an-
other excellent save from Ter Stegen and Vini-
cius left three Barca defenders sprawled on the
floor but could not complete a mesmeric run
with a finish. —AFP

Suarez double sends Barca past Real 
Madrid and into Copa del Rey final

MADRID: Barcelona’s Spanish midfielder Sergio Busquets (R) vies with Real Madrid’s Croatian midfielder
Luka Modric during the Spanish Copa del Rey (King’s Cup) semi-final second leg football match between
Real Madrid and Barcelona at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid on Wednesday. — AFP

We are sad, we wanted to play in the final: Solari 

MANCHESTER: Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola accepted his side “can be better” after
a 1-0 win over West Ham at the Etihad on Wednes-
day kept them in the hunt to retain their Premier
League title and a remarkable quadruple of tro-
phies. Just days after a penalty shoot-out win over
Chelsea at Wembley saw City to victory in the
League Cup final, Guardiola’s men were indebted
to a 59th-minute spot-kick from Sergio Aguero for
a victory that left the English champions a point
behind leaders Liverpool

With the League Cup already in their trophy
cabinet, a City side also still involved in the FA Cup
and Champions League could yet end the season
having won a remarkable four major pieces of sil-
verware in the one campaign. 

They didn’t make life easy for themselves on
Wednesday and were indebted to what West Ham
manager Manuel Pellegrini labelled a “soft”
penalty, awarded when Felipe Anderson made con-

tact with City substitute Bernardo Silva, for giving
Aguero the chance to score the lone goal. 

“We played so well. You see the result, 1-0, you
think it could be better,” said Guardiola. “Of course
we created an incredible amount of chances.  “The
first five minutes could be 2-0, with three clear
chances. But the performance in the way we de-
fended second balls, we did everything. After 120
minutes (against Chelsea), the tension we played
with was amazing. We made an incredible perform-
ance. I’m so delighted with the way we play.”

Guardiola added: “We could have scored a sec-
ond one, it could have been easy. Unfortunately it
was so demanding.  “Every three days is tough. We
can better. If we scored the second or third goal
but we played a really good game.”

Meanwhile Pellegrini, who led City to the title
in 2014, was adamant Anderson should not have
been penalised for the contact he made with
Bernardo Silva. “To be generous, it was a little
soft,” said Pellegrini. “That is too generous really.
It was not a penalty.”

The Chilean added: “I’m not happy with the re-
sult because it was not a penalty. Bernardo Silva
threw himself down when he felt a touch.  “Lanzini
had the same thing but didn’t go down, so the ref-
eree didn’t whistle. w“They didn’t score another
goal, we defended very well. (Lukasz) Fabianski’s
first save was in minute 61 and after that they only
had a couple of chances. You don’t normally see
Man City in the last four minutes trying to delay
the game to finish 1-0.”—Reuters

‘We can do
better’, says
Guardiola as City
stay in title hunt

LONDON: Ole Gunnar Solskjaer was glad to
see Romelu Lukaku making the most of playing
in his favoured central striker role with two goals
in Manchester United’s 3-1 win at Crystal Palace
on Wednesday.

Lukaku has been asked to fill in on the flanks
in recent weeks, with caretaker United manager
Solskjaer preferring to employ Marcus Rashford
through the middle. But with Rashford not fully
fit and named amongst the substitutes at Sel-
hurst Park, Lukaku was restored to his preferred
position and responded with a goal in each half
to complete a win that maintained Solskjaer’s
unbeaten run in the Premier League to 11 games
since he took charge in mid-December.

And the manager, himself a former United
striker, was in no doubt that the positional switch
had played a key role in Belgium international
Lukaku scoring his first goals in 10 appearances.
“He was through the middle today, we created
chances for him, he put them away well,” said
Solskjaer. “He’s done loads of running up and
down the line, right wing, left wing, he’s had a
different role because of Rashford’s form of
course. “Today he got a chance up front, two
very good finishes, could have had another one
as well earlier on, so very pleased for Rom, he is

a quality finisher.”
Solskjaer added he had been impressed by

the player’s attitude during a period when he has
slipped down the pecking order at the club-a
situation he also had to endure during his own
playing days at Old Trafford.

“He’s a professional boy, a good boy, it’s great
to have him in and around the place, always
happy, always working on his finishing,” said
Solskjaer. “I think he’s played more than you
think actually, but he’s played wide right, wide
left, so it’s Rash’s form that has moved him out
there, now with Rash’s injury he grabbed the
chance.” Victory in south London kept United
on the fringes of the top four and Solskjaer said
had been concerned about the prospect of fac-
ing Palace after a testing run of fixtures including
the Champions League first-leg clash with Paris
Saint-Germain, the FA Cup win against Chelsea
and the drawn Premier League clash with lead-
ers Liverpool. Asked to explain the secret behind
his side’s run of eight successive away wins, Sol-
skjaer-an increasingly strong favourite to suc-
ceed sacked former United manager Jose
Mourinho on a permanent basis-replied: “I ex-
plain it by having good players and preparing
well for the games, tactically.—AFP

Man Utd beat Palace


