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News in brief

MPs call on government to 
cut expat numbers by 50%

Photography banned in cemeteries

KUWAIT: Municipality Director Ahmed Al-
Manfouhi has issued directives to all cemeteries
banning photography there and instructed them to
place warning signs everywhere, said informed
sources, noting that the decision was effective on
issue and that violators wil l  be held legally
accountable. — Meshaal Al-Enezi 

Search still on for missing Kuwaiti

VIENNA: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Romania Talal Al-
Hajri affirmed that his embassy is continuously fol-
lowing up on the case of missing Kuwaiti citizen in
Romania Mohammad Al-Baghli. Romanian officials
are exerting great efforts to resolve this case, Hajri
said in a statement yesterday after meeting Prahova
county’s police chief. Baghli went missing in Prahova
- north of the capital Bucharest - on Aug 5, 2015. His
family has announced a reward of Ä500,000 for
anyone who provides information on him. — KUNA

46 militants killed in Sinai 

CAIRO: Egypt’s army yesterday said 46 suspected
militants were killed in clashes in the restive Sinai
Peninsula, where troops are fighting the Islamic State
group. The “extremely dangerous” militants were
killed in shootouts in north and central Sinai, the
army said in a statement. About 100 “criminal, want-
ed elements and suspects” were arrested, and secu-
rity forces destroyed dozens of hideouts and vehi-
cles. Three soldiers also died in fighting in “various
areas of operations”, the army said but did not iden-
tify those locations.  — AFP 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: A number of lawmakers yesterday called on
the government to adopt serious measures to drastical-
ly reduce the number of expatriates and stop what they
called “their onslaught on public services”. MP Khalil
Al-Saleh, who heads a parliamentary committee to
speed up the process of finding jobs for nationals,
called on the government to implement a proposal stip-
ulating deporting half of the 3.3 million expatriates over
the next five years.

Saleh said that the higher committee for demograph-
ic structure must play a more effective role in reducing
the number of expatriates, adding that his committee
has not seen a clear policy on this issue, especially in
replacing expatriates with nationals in public and pri-
vate jobs. He stressed that the government must adopt
serious measures to “save the country from the (expa-
triate) typhoon that has taken up services and jobs”.

The lawmaker said the government is required to
apply its plan on the demographic structure, which the
former social affairs and labor minister said was with
the economic committee at the council of ministers.
“We have to work with the plan immediately so as to
reduce the number of expatriates by 50 percent over
the next five years, especially since a majority of them
are marginal laborers,” Saleh said.

MP Khaled Al-Otaibi blamed the large number of
expatriates for the deterioration of daily life in the
country because of their “rush for public services after
their numbers multiplied, and they currently form more
than two-thirds of the population, which is an extreme-
ly dangerous development”. “What encourages expa-
triates to stay in Kuwait and not leave under any cir-
cumstances is what they get here and can’t find in their
home countries,” Otaibi said.
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KJA holds meeting, elects new board members

Trump: Call time on daylight savings 

WASHINGTON: Americans pushing for an end to
the annual ritual of losing an hour’s sleep on chang-
ing clocks to daylight savings time got a new ally
yesterday: President Donald Trump. Left groggy by
the disruption, critics say the back-and-forth of the
clock is unnecessary and maybe even dangerous.
Trump seems to agree. “Making Daylight Saving
Time permanent is O.K. with me!” he wrote on
Twitter. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: Iraqi President Barham Salih (right) meets his Iranian counterpart
Hassan Rouhani upon his arrival at the presidential palace yesterday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Members and supporters of the Al-Jamee group celebrate after winning the elections for the board of directors of Kuwait Journalists Association after its
general assembly meeting yesterday. (Inset) The list of the winners is seen. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

ADDIS ABABA: Women mourn during a memorial ceremony for the seven
crewmembers who died in the Ethiopian Airlines accident at the Ethiopian Pilot
Association Club yesterday. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: Iran’s President Hassan
Rouhani hit back yesterday against pres-
sure from the “aggressor” United States
on Iraq to limit ties with its neighbor,
during his first official visit to Baghdad.
Shiite-majority Iraq is walking a fine line
to maintain good relations with its key
partners Iran and the United States
which themselves are arch-foes. It has

been under pressure from Washington
not to get too close to the Islamic
republic next door, particularly after the
United States last year withdrew from
the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran and hit
Tehran with sanctions.

Baghdad was given limited waivers to
continue buying electricity and natural
gas from Iran, but Washington has urged
Iraq to partner with US companies to
become energy independent. Rouhani,
who is on his first trip to Iraq since
becoming president in 2013, hailed his
country’s “special” ties with its neighbor.
These relations could not be compared
to Iraq’s ties “with an aggressor country
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TULU FARA, Ethiopia: Safety doubts
over Boeing’s best-selling 737 MAX 8
drove several carriers to ground the air-
craft yesterday after a new jet crashed in
Ethiopia, killing all 157 people on board.
Investigators recovered the black-box
flight recorders from the Nairobi-bound
jet that crashed early Sunday near Addis
Ababa, the carrier Ethiopia Airlines said.
Flight ET302 went down into a field just
six minutes after takeoff as the pilot

alerted controllers of “difficulties”.
Those on board included people from

35 countries, including some two dozen
UN staff. Ethiopia decreed a day of
mourning. It was the same type of jet as
the Indonesian Lion Air plane that
crashed in October, killing 189 passen-
gers and crew. Airlines in Ethiopia,
China, and Indonesia said yesterday they
were suspending operations by their 737
MAX 8 fleets. The move caused Boeing
shares to tumble 11.7 percent to $373.23
at opening on the Dow Jones Industrial
Average, sending the benchmark index
into the red.

Ethiopia Airlines said investigators
had found the plane’s flight data and
cockpit voice recorders yesterday. 
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KABUL: Taleban founder Mullah Omar lived within
walking distance of US bases in Afghanistan for years,
according to a new book that suggests embarrassing
failures of American intelligence. US and Afghan lead-
ers believed the one-eyed, fugitive leader fled to and
eventually died in Pakistan, but a new biography says
Omar was living just three miles from a major US base

in Zabul province, where he died in 2013. The Afghan
government has vehemently denied the claims in
“Searching for an Enemy”, by Dutch journalist Bette
Dam, - but the Taleban, who are currently in talks with
Washington in Doha, told AFP the book’s claim that
Omar remained in Afghanistan is “true”.

Dam - who spent years reporting in Afghanistan and
has also written a book about former Afghan president
Hamid Karzai - described the Taleban chief as a virtual
hermit, refusing visits from his family and filling note-
books with jottings in an imaginary language. She spent
more than five years researching the book and inter-
viewed Omar’s bodyguard Jabbar Omari, who claimed
to have hid and protected him after the Taleban regime
was overthrown.

Following the 9/11 attacks in 2001 which led to the
fall of the Taleban, the US put a $10 million bounty on
Omar and he went into hiding in a small compound in
the regional capital Qalat, Dam wrote. The family living
at the compound were not told of the identity of their
mystery guest, but US forces almost found him twice.
At one point, a US patrol approached as Omar and
Omari were in the courtyard. Alarmed, the two men
ducked behind a wood pile, but the soldiers passed
without entering. A second time, US troops even
searched the house but did not uncover the concealed
entrance to his secret room.

Omar decided to move when the US started building
Forward Operating Base Lagman in 2004, just a few 
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