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KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah chairs a meet-
ing with top ministry and army officials yesterday. — Ministry of Defense photos

First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets with Chairman of the Central
Agency for Remedying Illegal Residents’ Status Saleh Al-Fadhala.

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti cabinet stressed yesterday that it is
the right of MPs to lodge an interpellation motion against
ministers, but it should be practiced in the context of consti-
tutional legitimacy. The cabinet said in a statement following
its customary weekly meeting that the practice of this right
should also serve public interest and relevant requirements.
This support comes as Minister
of Commerce and Industry
Khaled Al-Roudhan is facing a
parliament query tabled by MPs
Al-Humaidi Al-Subaie and
Mubarak Al-Hajraf. The cabinet
thoroughly discussed the five
aspects of the query motion and
vowed that it would stand side by
side with the minister in his
replies at parliament.

At the onset of the weekly
meeting, Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah briefed the ministers on the outcomes of Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s recent visit to Kuwait as
part of a regional tour. Then, Minister of Justice and
Minister of State for National Assembly Affairs Fahad Al-

Afasi kept the cabinet posted on his participation in the
36th session of the Council of Arab Interior Ministers held
in Tunis, during which His Highness the Amir was awarded
the Order of Prince Naif for Arab Security in recognition of
his efforts in bolstering Arab fraternity and integration. In
this context, the cabinet voiced much appreciation to this

good gesture that reflected the
recognition of His Highness the
Amir’s distinguished status and
long experience.

Also locally, the cabinet spoke
highly of the efforts of the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Capital Market Authority
and Kuwait Municipality in the
improvement of Kuwait’s Doing
Business Index of the World Bank.
Internationally, the Kuwaiti cabi-
net voiced heartfelt sorrow and

sadness over the crash of an Ethiopian plane during its flight
from Addis Ababa to Nairobi on Sunday, killing all passengers
and crewmen onboard. The ministers expressed much sympa-
thy and condolence to the friendly Ethiopian people over the
victims of the tragedy. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the cabi-
net’s meeting yesterday. —KUNA

Minister stresses
importance of
modernizing army
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah yesterday stressed importance of supplying
Kuwait army with modern equipment in order to keep
pace with the progress reached by the armies in the
world. Sheikh Nasser discussed with the Armed Forces
Chief of Staff Lt Gen Mohammad Al-Khedhr,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Defense Sheikh
Ahmad Mansour Al-Al-Sabah and Deputy Chief of
Staff General Staff Abdullah Nawaf Al-Sabah plans,
armament strategies and maintenance of the Kuwaiti
army, the Directorate of Moral Guidance and Public
Relations of the Kuwaiti Army said in a press release.
The members of the Military Defense Council and
members of the Finance Authority of the Ministry
attended the meeting. Separately, Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad met with Chairman of the Central Agency for
Remedying Illegal Residents’ Status Saleh Al-Fadhala at
Bayan Palace yesterday. Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour and
top army officials attended the meeting.

Woman faces
30 lawsuits for
Twitter slander
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti woman is facing 30 cases filed against
her for using fake Twitter accounts with fake names to insult
and make groundless accusations against others, including her
husband and her boss. One of the plaintiffs used to be the
defendant’s lawyer, before he dropped the case after she
reportedly slandered him as well. 

Administrative building 
Kuwait Ports Authority signed a consultancy study contract to

design its unified administrative building at Shuaiba Port, in an
official ceremony attended by the ports authority director, con-
struction projects and tenders committees and Gulf Consult
House (Dar Al-Khaleej) representative Abdullah Al-Ghanem.
Ports Authority Director Sheikh Yousef Abdullah Al-Sabah said
the project is part of the authority’s strategic construction plan
set to develop infrastructure in Shuwaikh, Shuaiba and Doha
ports. He added that the project will create a new business envi-
ronment suitable for the endless efforts exerted by port staff as
well as integrate the anticipated work development. Sheikh
Yousef explained that once the study is concluded, a special ten-
der will be offered for public bidding within six months to exe-
cute the project that comprises of 13 floors, an automated port
operations control center, the port administration, three base-
ments, reception, public relations department, an auditorium, a
multipurpose meeting room, employees’ cafeteria and a spa. 

Fingerprints,
face-recognition
for MoH staff
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health’s
(MoH) electronics and communication
control department is currently setting
the technical specifications for biomet-
ric staff access control devices to be
used in various MoH faci l i t ies and
coordinating with relevant bodies to
purchase, install and maintain them. The
new devices will use fingerprints and
face-recognition and will be monitored
by surveil lance cameras, explained
informed sources, noting that the con-
tract will include a three-year mainte-
nance period. 

Contracts delayed
Well-informed sources at the Ministry

of Electricity and Water (MEW) said

offering the overhead power lines and
land cables maintenance contracts for
public biding had been delayed by the
tender agency and warned that the delay
might lead to further problems. The
sources said that this particular part of
the power grid is being currently main-
tained through temporary orders, which
will only cover the summer period. The
sources also noted that maintenance
contracts of distribution units are waiting
until the company that won the tender
gets the needed clearances, because it is
one of the 12 companies suspended over
the recent rain crisis. 

Officers insulted
Three female employees working at

the Publ ic Inst i tut ion For Social
Security f i led complaints at  Zahra
police station accusing three people of
insulting, assaulting and threatening
them while on duty. A police patrol was
immediately dispatched to the authori-
ty’s premises and three suspects were
detained and referred to relevant
authorities. 

Two dead, nine
injured in Kabd
Road accident
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: Two people were killed while nine others
were injured when their vehicle was involved in an
accident on Kabd Road. Ambulances and a helicopter
were dispatched to the site after an emergency call was
received on 4:30 pm about an SUV carrying a number
of Egyptian workers that flipped over on the road. Most
of the cases were rushed to Farwniya Hospital, while
one person with a head injury was medevacked to Jahra
Hospital and another to Sabah Hospital.

Half lorry impounded
The relations and security information commented

on a video clip that went viral online showing a half lor-
ry driver climbing on a pavement designated for pedes-
trians. It said that traffic patrols went to the area and
took legal action against the driver. His vehicle was
impounded.

Rapists arrested
A Syrian boy in Fahaheel was kidnapped by three men

at knifepoint and taken to Sabahiya, where they took
turns raping him. Two of the suspects were arrested, and
the third is being sought, Al-Rai reported yesterday.

‘Millions of dinars’
An informed source at the municipality revealed a

case in which companies allegedly took large amounts
of sand and gravel from state property in Subbiya and
Salmy and sold them for construction purposes, with-
out having the proper licenses to do that. The compa-
nies in questions made ‘millions of dinars’ from that ille-
gal practice, Al-Qabas reported yesterday, quoting the
source. According to the source, a governorate official
had issued licenses to the companies, only to cancel
them a few days later, giving municipality inspectors
the illusion that the operations were licensed. 

Smoke bomb
The explosives department confiscated a smoke

bomb that arrived in a parcel from Germany at
Sulaibkhat post office. The parcel was addressed to the
social care department of the social affairs ministry. The
concerned department was contacted to make sure
whether the parcel belongs to it.

Fugitive nabbed
A citizen sentenced to seven years in jail attempted

to attack policemen when they went to arrest him at his
home, reported Al-Rai. But the man was brought under
control and taken to the criminal sentences implemen-
tations department.

Thief caught
Security cameras in a market led to a thief who was

unable to leave as employees returned to work, so he
hid in a cupboard on display. The thief entered from a
backdoor of a Farwaniya mall and broke open the door

of a store. He searched the place - breaking two tables
- and stole the money. When he attempted to leave, he
was surprised by employees returning, so he entered
the cupboard. Meanwhile, employees who discovered
the break-in called police, who saw the suspect enter-
ing, stealing the money and hiding in the cupboard on
the security tapes. They opened the cupboard and
found him inside. He was charged with break-in and
theft. He was taken to the police station for further
legal action.

KUWAIT: The vehicle seen after the accident.

Official inspects
‘residency sticker’
cancelation procedures
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Director General of Residency Affairs
Department Brig Abdelqader Al-Shaaban held an
inspection tour of residency affairs departments to
check the procedures of renewal and issuance of
residencies and follow up the implementation of
ministerial decision no. 135/2019 cancelling residen-
cy stickers. Shaaban met some citizens and expats,
explaining the necessity to benefit from online serv-
ices the department is implementing in cooperation
with the Public Authority for Civil Information.

In other news, the traffic department, in coop-
eration with Public Authority for Roads and
Transport , announced the opening of a new
entrance from Ghazali Road (through the service
road) to Khalid Eqab Al-Ashab Street leading to
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh as part of the final works of
the 6.5 Ring Road project with two lanes from
March 11.


