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ne of the lawyers representing women who
claim they were abused by R&B star R. Kelly
said Sunday a new video tape had emerged
which showed the singer “sexually abusing

children.” Kelly is currently on bail after being accused of
sexually abusing four women, including three teenagers,
between May 1998 and January 2010. The latest discov-
ery was announced by lawyer Gloria Allred at a press
conference where she told journalists it was found by
couple Gary and Sallie Dennis in a box of old VHS cas-
settes at their home. Neither Allred nor Dennis elaborat-
ed on how the tape came to be in the couple’s posses-
sion. “Prior to learning that such a tape was in their pos-
session, Sallie had viewed the Lifetime documentary
called ‘Surviving R Kelly,’” said Allred. “She was emotion-
ally very disturbed by what the women in the documen-
tary alleged had happened. “Sometime after that, Sallie
and her husband discovered to their surprise that they

had a VHS tape that could be helpful in learning what had
happened to these young girls who had come into con-
tact with R. Kelly.” Allred said that while she had not
viewed a previous tape that had been widely reported in
the media, she did not believe it was of the same act. She
said it showed “what appeared to be R Kelly sexually
abusing children” but declined to go into further detail.
But she urged others who possess such tapes but may be
reluctant to admit that they have them to come forward
to her or to law enforcement. Gary Dennis said he had
made the discovery while going through old sports tapes
and trying to decide which ones to keep and which to
throw out. “He was telling them what to do and what to
say, and it appeared that he was controlling the camera,”
said Denis. Dennis said that as a father to two daughters
himself, he reacted in horror and his first instinct was to
throw the tape out, but after discussing the matter with
his wife contacted Allred. The tape is the third to pur-

portedly show Kelly engaging in such acts. The first two
have been reported by Michael Avenatti, a lawyer repre-
senting other women involved in the case. Multiple
women have come forward since the airing of the six-
part documentary in January to say the 52-year-old
singer had sexual relations with girls under the age of 16
and kept sex slaves. The details of the current criminal
case echo previous accusations of sexual misconduct
that have dogged the artist for the last two decades.  In
2002, he was criminally charged for allegedly filming
himself having sex with a 14-year-old girl. He was tried in
that case and acquitted of child pornography charges in
2008. A 2017 BuzzFeed report later alleged he had kept
women as virtual sex slaves at homes he owns in Chicago
and Atlanta.

New R Kelly sex abuse tape discovered
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Inquest reveals Flint
died from hanging 

eith Flint’s death has been recorded as hang-
ing. The Prodigy singer’s body was discovered
at his home in Essex on March 4, and an
inquest into the cause of his passing was

opened then adjourned yesterday. Coroner’s officer
Lynsey Chaffe revealed his provisional cause of death in
the two-minute hearing. She added: “Police attended, all
protocols were followed and his death was confirmed as
not suspicious.” A post-mortem examination was carried
out at Broomfield Hospital three days after the 49-year-
old singer’s death, and further investigations are still
under way. A full hearing will take place on July 23 when
toxicology results are in. The ‘Firestarter’ hitmaker’s
bandmate, Liam Howlett, previously told fans his friend
had taken his own life. He wrote on Instagram: “The news
is true, I can’t believe I’m saying this but our brother
Keith took his own life over the weekend. I’m shell
shocked ,  angry , confused and heartbroken ..... r.i.p
brother Liam #theprodigy .” The ‘Breathe’ group - which
also includes Maxim Reality - hailed Keith as a “true pio-
neer” and a “legend” in a tribute post on Twitter. They
wrote: “It is with deepest shock and sadness that we can
confirm the death of our brother and best friend Keith
Flint. A true pioneer, innovator and legend. He will be for-
ever missed. We thank you for respecting the privacy of
all concerned at this time.” In the wake of the tragic
news, his band mates have decided to axe their upcoming
tour dates.

ua Lipa is taking a break from festivals
in 2019. The ‘New Rules’ hitmaker has
revealed she is focusing the rest of the
year on her second studio album - the

follow-up to her hugely popular 2017 self-titled
debut record - which is due out later this year,
and is almost complete, as well as its accompany-
ing tour, which she teased will see her perform on
“bigger stages”. She said: “I’m not doing any fes-
tivals [in 2019], this year is just wrapping up the
album and then hopefully release something this
year.” The 23-year-old star has played the likes of
Reading and Leeds and even launched her own
Sunny Hill Festival with her father Dukagjin Lipa,
in her parents’ home city of Prishtina, Kosovo, in
2018. However, getting to play the John Peel
Stage - which is named after the legendary late
BBC Radio 1 DJ - at Glastonbury, after her album
was released, was a huge highlight for the
Grammy-winner, who admitted she feels “invinci-
ble” on stage. Speaking at the International Live
Music Conference (ILMC) in London, she said:
“My first ever Glastonbury, just because I’d been

going to the festival for so many years and to get
to be that person on stage - the John Peel Stage.
“I played that same stage the year after and my
album came out and there’s no feeling quite like it,
it’s just the most amazing, exciting butterfly men-
tal thing that happens to you.  “It’s pretty surreal
and I get really nervous before I get on stage and
when I get on stage there’s something about it, I
just feel invincible I guess.” The ‘Swan Song’ hit-
maker explained that album number two is “con-
ceptual” and that it will influence her shows. She
said: “Now that I’ve toured and felt that live envi-
ronment, I make everything with that in mind.
“This album, I guess, is a bit more conceptual, but
if I told you the concept then I’d have to tell you
the album title.  “But in that world I’m really
thinking about the live show and something new
and something different.  “Hopefully now I’ll get
to do shows that are a bit bigger and stages that
are a bit bigger and we’ll get to play around a bit
more with that.”

Lipa won’t play festivals in 2019 
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K eron has empathy 

for Kelly after 

Fair and Balanced
harlize Theron has “empathy” for Megyn
Kelly after playing her in ‘Fair and
Balanced’.  The Academy Award-winning
actress plays the American TV presenter

in an upcoming drama about the fall of Fox News
CEO Roger Ailes, who under advice from a super-
visor didn’t speak out against the alleged sexual
harassment and assault she faced at the hands of
the disgraced CEO.  The ‘Atomic Blonde’ star
explained that she wasn’t aware of “how complicat-
ed” the entire story was and says many people did-
n’t understand the “complicated place” Megyn, 48,
was in.  Speaking to Variety, Charlize, 43, said: “I
didn’t know how complicated her situation was and
I think for a lot of people, they didn’t understand
why she didn’t just speak up.  “She was in a compli-
cated place and as a human being, I have empathy
for that. I don’t think a lot of people truly under-
stood that.” Charlize went on to explain that she
didn’t attempt to meet Megyn before making the
film - which focuses on the story of a woman at Fox
News who decided to fight back against harass-
ment and intimidation, which led to Ailes being
fired by the TV network - as she wanted to keep
her “perspective” and a meeting could “get emo-
tional”.  She said: “I think it’s important for us to tell
the story from afar and I think it’s hard for me as an
actor to have perspective. I don’t know. It could get
emotional, but other people on our crew” [did meet
her]. The ‘Monster’ actress previously stated that
the movie, helmed by Jay Roach, is an “important
story” and insisted the project is “in the right
hands”.  She explained: “I think it’s an important
story. It was written really well, and I think it was
the writing, and the filmmaker, that made me realize
it was in the right hands.”
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atricia Clarkson enjoyed
playing a character who was-
n’t “traditionally feminine” in
‘Out of Blue’. The 59-year-

old actress portrays homicide detective
Mike Hoolihan in the crime drama and
after previously playing the overtly fem-
inine Adora Crellin in HBO thriller series
‘Sharp Objects’ she enjoyed the chal-
lenge of being “stripped of all her femi-
nine wiles”.  In an interview with The
Observer newspaper, she said: “I had to
shed all of Adora, I had to take those
nails off, hair, eyelashes, dresses, under-
garments, and just to be stripped of all
of my feminine wiles. And I loved it. It
was such a seismic shift as an actress,
and as a woman - just to walk in every
day and put on those heavy, thick-soled
boots. To suddenly have no adornments,
no frills, nothing to fuss about. It’s sexier
than I imagined playing a masculine
type. Though I never thought of Mike as
masculine; I think of her as not feminine

in the traditional way.” The upcoming
film, which is based on Martin Amis’
novel ‘Night Train’, follows Mike as she
investigates the death of an astrophysi-
cist (Mamie Gummer) and realizes that
her own childhood memories relate to
the case. The ‘Untouchables’ actress
explained that she was originally drawn
to her character but was soon hooked
on the story, and added that the original
novel is “very different” to the film.  She
said: “I’m always first drawn to the char-
acter, because that’s the journey that I
have to take, and that’s the journey that
will cause me grief. Then I started to
realise the unusual disparate worlds I
was in. This very grounded, unadorned,
monosyllabic, insular woman, with astro-
physics, the cosmos, existentialism and
Martin Amis! The film is very different
from the book, and that’s also beautiful.”

Clarkson enjoyed challenge 
of playing cop in Out of Blue
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esse Eisenberg wants
‘Zombieland 2’ to be as “per-
sonal and funny” as the first
film.  The 35-year-old actor has

revealed that shooting on the sequel to
the 2009 horror comedy, which is cur-
rently known as ‘Zombieland: Doubletap’,
is going “really well” and says that the
cast are working “so hard” to replicate
the positive fan reaction that the first
movie garnered.  Speaking at the SXSW
Conference and Festival, he said: “It’s

going really well. Just resting on our lau-
rels and being really cocky! “No, the
opposite. We’re working so hard. It’s one
of these movies that, people loved it for
personal reasons. So it’s not just a big hit
movie. People love it for personal reasons
so you want to make sure it’s as funny and
as personal as the other one.” The ‘Social
Network’ star will return as Columbus
alongside Woody Harrelson, Emma Stone
and Abigail Breslin who all reprise their
roles from the original movie. Luke
Wilson, Zoey Deutch and Rosario Dawson
have been confirmed as new characters,
but it is not yet known who they will play.
The film will be set in a post-apocalyptic
world which sees slayers facing new
breeds of zombies, as well as encounter-
ing some fresh human survivors. The first
movie was a huge success when it was
released a decade ago, and in the US it
over-performed with a box office haul of
$75 million from a budget of under $25
million. Production is set to start this
month, and a release this coming October
will mean the project will fall on the 10th
anniversary of its predecessor. ‘Deadpool’
writers Paul Wernick and Rhett Reese will
be back penning the scripts, while they
will be reunited with director Ruben
Fleischer at the helm.

Eisenberg hopes Zombieland 
2 has heart of first film 

anny DeVito says his long-
standing working relationship
with Tim Burton made ‘Dumbo’
“even better”. The 74-year-old

Hollywood legend portrays circus ringmas-
ter Max Medici in Disney’s upcoming live-
action remake of the classic tale about a
flying elephant, and he says his history
with the iconic filmmaker, having been
under his helm in movies such as ‘Mars
Attacks’ and Batman Returns’, made their
time on set a breeze because they have so
much “trust” for one another. Speaking to
‘Entertainment Tonight’, DeVito said:
“Because of the fact that you can come
onto the set and talk about things like
remember ‘Batman Returns’ and things that
we did together, ‘Big Fish’ and ‘Mars
Attacks’, him visiting my set, me visiting his
set. “All this kind of stuff that you do in the

movie business, those things are adding to
the fact that you trust each other and you
are able to move forward, and maybe con-
tribute and make it even better.” The
‘Matilda’ actor’s co-star Michael Keaton -
who plays entrepreneur V.A. Vandevere in
the movie - added that whenever he gets a
call from Burton to star in one of his films,
he never turns him down. Keaton added:
“When I personally get a call, and I bet
Danny would say the same, you pretty
much say, ‘Yeah, I’m gonna be there.’ “So
you just kind of show up and it’s never dis-
appointing.” The ‘Jack Frost’ star - who
also starred in Burton’s 1992 sequel
‘Batman Returns’ and the original, plus his
fantasy horror franchise ‘Beetlejuice’ -
quipped that even if they make a bad film
one day, it will still be a blast to work
together. He laughed: “Some day we are
going to make a really horrifically bad
movie - and it’s still going to be fun to
make.” Burton also agreed with his col-
leagues that their strong bond of more
than two decades has been crucial to mak-
ing great movies together, and admitted
that it was “very strange” how he got on
with Keaton immediately the first time they
met. He explained: “But, also, I’ve seen the
guy for 20 years, right. “And all of a sud-
den, the next day I worked with him, it was
like I’d just seen him the other day and that
is a very strange feeling to have in your life
when you haven’t seen someone in so long
and it’s boom, like I saw him yesterday. “It’s
a very strange feeling.” — Bang Showbiz

DeVito’s strong bond with 

Burton made Dumbo ‘even better’ 
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