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MUMBAI: The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
have urged the International Cricket Council to
take strong action against India after their crick-
eters wore army camouflage-style caps in a
match against Australia on Friday.

Indian cricketers sported olive-and-black
caps bearing the cricket board’s logo (BCCI) in
solidarity with Indian paramilitary police killed
last month in a militant attack by a Pakistan-
based group.

The suicide bombing killed 40 in Indian-con-
trolled Kashmir and prompted India to launch an
air strike inside Pakistan, which responded with
an aerial attack the next day.

PCB Chairman Ehsan Mani told reporters in
Karachi late on Sunday they had taken up the
matter with the ICC.

“We believe that cricket and sports should not
be used for politics and we have said this very
clearly,” he said. “Their (India) credibility in the
cricketing world has gone down very badly.”

The idea to sport the caps came from former
Indian captain and current wicketkeeper
Mahendra Singh Dhoni - one of the game’s
biggest names and an honorary l ieutenant
colonel with the Indian army - who distributed
them to the team before the toss.

The BCCI said they had sought permission
from the world governing body before Friday’s
match, Indian media reported. The reports also
said the ICC had confirmed the caps were
allowed as part of a charity fundraising effort.

India captain Virat Kohli said all the players
would donate their fees from the match to a
national defence fund to help out the families of
defence personnel who die on duty. Kohli also
urged all Indians to contribute to the fund.

Nuclear-armed neighbours India and Pakistan
have fought two of their three wars since inde-
pendence over Kashmir, which both sides claim
in full but rule in part.

Mani said the ICC had in the past acted
against England all-rounder Moeen Ali and
South Africa leg-spinner Imran Tahir for breach-
ing ICC clothing and equipment regulations to
make political statements.

“The ICC had taken strong action against
them and we have sought similar action against
India,” he added. “The permission they took was
for a different purpose but they acted differently.

“We have been in touch with ICC from day
one, sent one letter already and another is being
followed up in next 12 hours. There should not
be any ambiguity as we are taking this very
strongly.” —Reuters
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SCOREBOARD

Bangladesh first innings 211 (Tamim Iqbal 74, Liton Das 33; Wagner

4-28, Boult 3-38)

New Zealand first innings (overnight 38-2)

J. Raval c Soumya b Jayed 3

T. Latham c Liton Das b Jayed 4

K. Williamson c&b Taijul 74

R. Taylor c Liton Das b Mustafizur 200

H. Nicholls b Taijul 107

C. de Grandhomme not out 23

B. Watling c Soumya Sarkar b Jayed 8

Extras: (lb5, w7, nb1) 13

Total: (for 6 wickets dec; 84.5 overs) 432

Fall of wickets: 1-5 (Latham), 2-8 (Raval), 3-180 (Williamson), 4-396

(Nicholls), 5-421 (Taylor), 6-432 (Watling)

Bowling: Jayed 18.5-2-94-3, Ebadat 16-2-84-0 (5w), Mustafizur 14-

2-74-1 (2w, 1nb), Soumya 6-0-35-0, Taijul 21-0-99-2, Mominul 9-

0-41-0.

Bangladesh second innings

Tamim Iqbal b Boult 4

Shadman Islam c Watling b Henry 29

Mominul Haque c Southee b Boult 10

M. Mithun not out 25

Soumya Sarkar not out 12

Extras: 0

Total: (for 3 wickets; 23 overs) 80

Fall: 1-4 (Tamim), 2-20 (Mominul), 3-55 (Shadman) 

Bowling: Boult 8-1-34-2, Southee 5-1-18-0, Henry 4-2-17-1, de

Grandhomme 2-0-3-0, Wagner 4-2-8-0.

Series: New Zealand lead 1-0

Scoreboard after New Zealand’s first innings yesterday, day four of
the rain-shortened second Test against Bangladesh in Wellington:

Taylor’s double ton raises NZ 
victory hopes in rain-hit Test

Ross surpasses Crowe with 200 in rain-shortened second Test
WELLINGTON: A double ton from Ross Taylor and
three quick Bangladesh wickets yesterday put New
Zealand in a prime position to pull off an exceptional
victory in the rain-shortened second Test in Wellington.

At stumps on day four at Basin Reserve, where the
first two days were washed out, Bangladesh were hurt-
ing at 80 for three, still 141 from making New Zealand
bat again. “We didn’t play the first two days. If the
result goes against us, we will feel bad,” Bangladesh
opener Tamim Iqbal said.

Taylor, dropped twice on 20, proceeded to punish
the Bangladesh attack with a rollicking 200 from 212
balls before New Zealand declared at 432 for six. He
said he was determined to make the most of his two
lives but it took a while to realise 200 was on the cards.

“If you’d told me that at the start of the day, espe-
cially how the first 10 overs went, I would have said
‘you’re kidding’,” he said. “I thought ‘well my luck’s got
to change sooner or later let’s make it pay’.

“The game situation, being a three-day Test, we had
to be a bit more proactive and score quickly and try
first of all to get a lead and try to build it up as quick as
possible to give our bowlers a bit of a chance.”

Bangladesh made a disastrous start to their second
innings when Tamim, their leading run-scorer, was out
for four. Mominul Haque followed for 10 and Shadman
Islam for 29 leaving Mohammad Mithun on 25 with
Soumya Sarkar not out 12.

Tamim said letting Taylor off the hook early really
hurt. “It was sad that we dropped catches of someone,
twice in the same over, who went to hit a double-hun-
dred,” he said. “They ended up scoring five an over. It is
hurting us.”

New Zealand piled on 394 runs in 73 overs yester-
day before sending Bangladesh back in for 23 overs
before stumps. Taylor clouted Taijul Islam for six over
the long-on boundary to bring up his century which
took him past his mentor, the late Martin Crowe, to
become New Zealand’s second most prolific century-
maker with 18, two behind Kane Williamson.

He put on 172 with Williamson for the third wicket

and then 216 with Henry Nicholls for the fourth. But
after reaching 200 for the third time in his career, and
raising his bat in salute, he was dismissed from the next
ball he faced, caught behind off Mustafizur.

Williamson, who batted with a painful shoulder
injury, made it through to 74 before he was dismissed
and taken for a scan which proved inconclusive. He will
have a second scan today morning. 

Nicholls swept Taijul Islam to the boundary to bring
up his fifth century in the second over after tea, but
only faced another seven deliveries before Taijul

bowled him for 107. Mahmudullah had varied his attack
as best he could but for most of the day Taylor, Nicholls
and Williamson had an answer for every move.  Apart
from the two dropped catches off Abu Jayed in the
third over, the raw Bangladesh seamers, with only 17
Tests between, them were unable to make full use of the
green strip.

When they failed to make inroads, spinners Taijul
and Mominul Haque were called on to stem the run
flow. Although Taijul removed Williamson and Nicholls,
his two wickets cost 99 runs. — AFP

WELLINGTON: New Zealand’s Ross Taylor plays a shot as Bangladesh’s wicketkeeper Liton Das (L) looks on during
day four of the second cricket Test match between New Zealand and Bangladesh at the Basin Reserve in
Wellington yesterday. — AFP

BASSETERRE: David Willey spearheaded another rout
of an indisciplined West Indies batting line-up as
England completed a 3-0 sweep of the series with an
eight-wicket victory in the third and final T20
International at Warner Park in St Kitts on Sunday.

Medium-pacer Willey knocked over the top-order in
finishing with career-best T20I figures of four for seven
from three overs to take the man of the match award as
the hosts were demolished for 71 off just 13 overs. 

Willey’s teammate and fellow all-rounder Chris
Jordan was named man of the series. Jonny Bairstow,
man of the match in the first fixture in St Lucia five days
earlier, then sped the visitors toward their target with
37 (31 balls, two sixes, four fours) as the whitewash was
completed with almost ten overs to spare.

Bairstow fell to Devendra Bishoo with victory in
sight leaving captain Eoin Morgan to cart the leg-spin-
ner for a six and a four off successive deliveries to seal
the comprehensive result. “It’s been outstanding to see
guys come in and take full advantage of the opportuni-
ty in this series,” said Morgan in reflecting on his team’s
complete dominance of the three matches. 

“It takes some time to get accustomed to conditions
and I thought we got better for those who were part of
the ODI series as well.” Fast bowler Mark Wood, play-
ing his first game of the T20 series in place of the fast-
medium Liam Plunkett, maintained the pressure after
Willey’s early successes in taking three for nine while
leg-spinner Adil Rashid finished off another pitiful bat-
ting effort by the world champion Caribbean side with
two wickets in two overs.

Dismantled for their lowest T20 total ever, 45, on the
way to a 137-run thrashing in the second match two
days earlier at the same venue, Jason Holder’s decision
to bat first on winning the toss made no difference with
Shai Hope falling to the very first ball of the match from
Willey to set the tone for another collapse.

Hope’s opening partner, John Campbell, making his
T20I debut in place of the rested Chris Gayle, was one
of four players to get into double-figures-twice as
many as on Friday-although it made no meaningful dif-
ference to the innings.

For the West Indies, who were impressive and com-
petitive in the preceding Test and One-Day
International series, this was another piece of unwanted
history as they became the first team in T20I history to
be dismissed for under 75 in successive matches.

“I don’t think there was a drop in intensity from us,
we just didn’t bat properly in the last two matches,”
said Holder in dismissing suggestions that his team
lacked focus in the T20 fixtures. “We just didn’t adapt
to the conditions properly and that’s something for our
batsmen to sort out.” —AFP

Willey steers 
England to series 
sweep against WI

BASSETERRE: Eoin Morgan of England hits 6 during the 3rd
and final T20I between West Indies and England at Warner
Park, Basseterre, Saint Kitts and Nevis, on Sunday. — AFP

KARACHI: Cricket-mad Pakistan is welcoming a host of
foreign stars who defied security fears and Indian-
Pakistani tensions to feature in the last eight matches of its
domestic Twenty20 League, starting in Karachi from
Saturday.

The first 26 matches of the Pakistan Super League
(PSL) were played in United Arab Emirates, and there had
been speculation that remainder would also have to be
held there as soaring tensions between Islamabad and
New Delhi sparked fears of an all-out conflict.

But with the situation easing the matches will go ahead,
though three that had been planned for Lahore-close to
the Indian border-will now be held in the southern port
city of Karachi. Some 40 foreign players-led by former
Australian all-rounder Shane Watson, current New
Zealand opener Colin Munro and West Indian stars
Dwayne Bravo, Darren Sammy and Kieron Pollard-arrive
in Karachi Friday to join the six-team competition.

Watson, who plays for Quetta Gladiators but declined
to visit Pakistan for the PSL final and three play-off match-
es in 2017, said he consulted his family before taking the
trip. “It was a tough decision to make,” said Watson, who
played 59 Tests, 190 one-day and 58 Twenty20 interna-
tionals for Australia before retiring in 2016.

“It’s been 14 years since I last visited Pakistan, a place
with some of the most passionate fans in world cricket.
Can’t wait to give it our best shot in winning the trophy,”
Watson said in a video message released by the
Gladiators.

He was part of the last Australian “A” team that toured
Pakistan in 2005. The chief executive of the International
Cricket Council David Richardson and Cricket Australia
head of security Sean Carroll are among the foreign offi-

cials who are also set to visit.
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) chairman Ehsan Mani

said the matches will help improve the country’s chances
of reviving international cricket. “I am delighted to wel-
come the foreign players who have come here for the PSL
and I am sure it will help us bringing more international
matches to the country,” said Mani.

Pakistan has gradually revived international cricket
since it was suspended following attacks on the Sri Lankan
team bus in Lahore ten years ago. It was six years before
Pakistan hosted any international cricket when minnows
Zimbabwe toured in 2015, while the Gaddafi Stadium host-
ed the PSL final in March 2017, and a World XI also
played three Twenty20 internationals in Lahore.

But the biggest event was Sri Lanka’s return for a one-

off Twenty20 international in October 2017.  Mani said
holding the remainder of the PSL this year, including the
March 17 final, and a possible 16 PSL matches next year
will add to the momentum. “The perception that foreigners
have about the safety situation in Pakistan will change and
they will be satisfied with the security arrangements,” he
said. Some 13,000 policemen and 2,500 para-military per-
sonnel will be on duty in Karachi, and police said fans will
be required to show their tickets and national identity
cards. England’s Liam Dawson, part of the Peshawar team,
said he looks forward to playing before passionate crowds.
“I toured Pakistan last year and the atmosphere was unbe-
lievable. We played three games and the crowd was elec-
tric,” he recalled. “It will be the same this time as well and I
am happy to be part of that cricket revival.” —AFP
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KARACHI: Pakistani cricketer of Multan Sultans Shahid Afridi (L) plays a shot during the third match between the Lahore
Qalandars and Multan Sultans yesterday. Cricket-mad Pakistan is welcoming a host of foreign stars who defied security
fears and Indian-Pakistani tensions to feature in the last eight matches of its domestic Twenty20 League. —AFP


