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Suns end 18-game losing streak
Lowry scores 24 points as Raptors rout Miami Heat

OAKLAND:  Andre Iguodala #9 of the Golden State Warriors rebounds the ball against the Phoenix Suns on Sunday at ORACLE Arena in Oakland, California. — AFP

OAKLAND: Devin Booker’s jumper with 5:01 remain-
ing gave Phoenix the lead for good Sunday night as
the Suns snapped an 18-game losing streak to the
Golden State Warriors with a 115-111 victory in
Oakland, Calif. Playing the second night of a back-to-
back, the Suns found the energy to outlast the
Warriors after having trailed by as many as 16 points.
The Suns hadn’t beaten the Warriors since November
2014, and hadn’t won in Oakland since February 2011.
The loss was the Warriors’ second in six days, sand-
wiching a 122-105 home win over Denver on Friday.
Booker finished with a game-high 37 points, including
13 consecutive Suns points during a stretch of the
fourth quarter in which Phoenix took charge of the
game. Klay Thompson had 28 points and Kevin Durant
25 for the Warriors.

76ERS 106, PACERS 89
Joel Embiid returned from an eight-game absence

to score 33 points and grab 12 rebounds as host
Philadelphia defeated Indiana. Embiid had been out
with a sore left knee but came back to post his league-
best 49th double-double of the season as the Sixers
snapped a two-game losing streak. With the win, the
Sixers moved into third place in the Eastern
Conference, holding a tiebreaker over the Pacers.
Bojan Bogdanovic led the Pacers with 18 points while
Darren Collison added 14.

RAPTORS 125, HEAT 104
Kyle Lowry scored 24 points, making six 3-pointers,

and added 10 assists and seven rebounds as Toronto
defeated host Miami. Kawhi Leonard did not play
Sunday because of “load management” for the
Raptors, who ended the Heat’s four-game winning
streak. Pascal Siakam added 20 points for the Raptors,
who have won all three meetings with the Heat this
season. Bam Adebayo scored 19 points with six
rebounds and five assists for the Heat, Dwyane Wade
and Dion Waiters each added 15 points, Rodney
McGruder had 13 points, Goran Dragic had 11 and
Justise Winslow scored 10.

SPURS 121, BUCKS 114
LaMarcus Aldridge poured in 29 points and

grabbed 15 rebounds, and DeMar DeRozan added 28
points as host San Antonio turned back Milwaukee for
its fifth straight win. The Spurs trailed the entire first
half but took the lead in the third quarter and led by
four points heading to the fourth. Marco Belinelli and
Patty Mills hit for 16 points each for the Spurs, while

Bryn Forbes added 12. Giannis Antetokounmpo led the
Bucks with 27 points and 13 rebounds. Eric Bledsoe
scored 21 points, Khris Middleton tallied 15, Pat
Connaughton hit for 14 points, Brook Lopez added 11
points and 10 rebounds, and Nikola Mirotic con-
tributed 10 points.

ROCKETS 94, MAVERICKS 93
Eric Gordon scored a game-high 26 points as

Houston extended its winning streak to a season-best
eight games by edging host Dallas. James Harden, who
picked up his fifth foul in the opening seconds of the
third quarter, missed 18 of his 25 shots and took just
three free throws in finishing with 20 points. Center
Clint Capela added 17 points and 12 rebounds.

Luka Doncic, who was hobbling late in the game,
led the Mavericks with 19 points, 15 rebounds and nine
assists. He didn’t have a good shooting game, going 5
of 16 overall and 1 of 6 from beyond the arc. Rookie
Jalen Brunson scored 18 points with seven rebounds.

MAGIC 105, GRIZZLIES 97
Mike Conley brought host Memphis from behind to

steal a win from Orlando, giving the Grizzlies their
fourth win in their last five games. Memphis trailed 95-
88 with 3:06 remaining but closed out the game on a
17-2 run. Conley had 26 points, eight assists and five
rebounds, and Avery Bradley added 21 points for the
Grizzlies. Nikola Vucevic led Orlando with 26 points and
10 rebounds, and Terrence Ross added 15 points off the
bench. The Magic have lost three of their last four
games, though they sit just one game out of the eighth
and final seed in the Eastern Conference playoff race.

HAWKS 128, PELICANS 116
John Collins had his second straight double-double

and Kevin Huerter scored 27 points to help host
Atlanta break its three-game losing streak by knocking
off New Orleans. Collins followed Saturday’s perform-
ance of 33 points and 20 rebounds against Brooklyn
by getting 23 points and 10 rebounds for his 27th dou-
ble-double. He also had four blocks, two of them in the
final quarter when the Pelicans were trying to mount a
comeback. New Orleans center Anthony Davis
returned after a missing a game with back spasms and
finished with 15 points and eight rebounds. Davis
played only 21 minutes. The Pelicans were led by Frank
Jackson and Julius Randle, who each scored 23 points.

TIMBERWOLVES 103, KNICKS 92
Taj Gibson scored a season-high 25 points and

filled in nicely for injured center Karl-Anthony
Towns, as Minnesota ran its home winning streak to
six games at  the expense of  New York in
Minneapolis. Towns (right knee inflammation) missed
the third game of his career after injuring his knee
with eight seconds left in Saturday’s overtime win
over Washington. The injury appeared significantly
worse when Towns limped off the floor but and was
held out of Sunday’s game as a precaution after par-
ticipating in pregame warmups. Jeff Teague collected
20 points and 10 rebounds for his 11th double-dou-
ble as the Wolves shot 44.7 percent while playing
without Andrew Wiggins (right quad) for the second
straight game. Damyean Dotson scored 26 points for

the Knicks, whose losing streak reached six games.

PISTONS 131, BULLS 108
Blake Griffin racked up 28 points, six rebounds and

five assists and streaking Detroit defeated Chicago for
the second time in three days and completed a four-
game sweep for the season. Reggie Jackson and
Langston Galloway had 21 points apiece and Andre
Drummond supplied 16 points and 15 rebounds for his
18th double-double for the host Pistons, who won their
fifth straight and 12th in their last 14. Wayne Selden
scored 18 points off the bench to lead the Bulls. Otto
Porter Jr. and Lauri Markkanen added 17 points apiece,
while Shaquille Harrison tossed in 11. — Reuters

MADRID: Zinedine Zidane has made a sensational
return as coach of Real Madrid after Santiago
Solari’s sacking was finally confirmed yesterday.
Zidane has been given a contract until June 2022, just
nine months after he resigned at the end of last sea-
son, having led Madrid to an historic third consecu-
tive Champions League triumph.

Madrid president Florentino Perez has reportedly
met with the board and resolved to dismiss Solari,
with Zidane set to be his replacement, nine months
after the he resigned at the end of last season.

Zidane could take training as early as today and
be in charge for Madrid’s La Liga game at home to
Celta Vigo on Saturday.  His priority will be to
secure Madrid’s place in the top four after a turbu-
lent fortnight that has seen them lose twice to
Barcelona and knocked out by Ajax in the
Champions League.

Zidane won that tournament in each of his three
seasons in charge at the Santiago Bernabeu, as well
as La Liga in 2016-17, while enjoying a strong rela-
tionship with the majority of the players.

Gareth Bale was one of the few not to see eye-to-
eye with the Frenchman and Bale’s future will
become even more uncertain, should Zidane’s
appointment be confirmed. Sergio Ramos had said
earlier yesterday he accepts blame for the club’s

“deeply disappointing” season but insists the players
have no say on the coaching situation.

Ramos posed a series of questions to himself on
social media after Madrid had beaten Real Valladolid
4-1 in La Liga on Sunday night.

“As footballers we like to do our talking on the
pitch but this season is not turning out that way,”
Ramos wrote. “Recent events have been disastrous
and I’m not hiding. We are not hiding. We the players
are primarily responsible and I, as captain, more than
anyone.”

On Solari’s position, Ramos said: “It’s a decision
that’s not ours to make and in which we never inter-
fere. We have enormous respect for the position and
we always support the Real Madrid coach. “These
reflections are, without doubt, the result of a deeply
disappointing season but if success didn’t stop us,
we’re not going to let defeat stop us. It’s our obliga-
tion to carry on, to work and to evolve.” — AFP
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