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US-Kuwaiti Strategic Dialogue held • FM: Visit significant amidst regional developments 

News in brief

Amir holds talks with Pompeo 
on Kuwait-US relations, issues

KUWAIT: (Left) HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo at Bayan Palace yesterday. (Right) Pompeo and Kuwait’s
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah exchange documents during the third US-Kuwaiti Strategic Dialogue yesterday. — KUNA/AFP 

By Faten Omar and Agencies

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, with the attendance of HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
received at Bayan Palace yesterday Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, who was accompanied by visiting
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who conveyed
greetings of US President Donald Trump to HH the
Amir. During the meeting, the Amir also relayed his
greetings to Trump, and discussed a number of issues
of mutual interest and the historical relations between
the two nations. 

At a joint press conference later yesterday at the
foreign ministry, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said
Pompeo’s “significant” visit to Kuwait comes amidst
“critical” regional developments. “In light of such global
changes, we keenly listened to the wise directives of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah,” he said. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s remarks
came after holding the third US-Kuwaiti Strategic
Dialogue, with Pompeo heading the US side.

Welcoming Pompeo on his first visit to the country,
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled reaffirmed “distinguished, his-
toric and deep-rooted” relations with the US, recalling
its “firm” stance towards Kuwait’s safety and stability,
which bravely manifested in the 1991 US-led military
operation to liberate Kuwait from the Iraqi occupation. 

Continued on Page 24

KUWAIT: The annual Zain Group ordinary general
assembly was held yesterday at the Zain Group’s
headquarters in Kuwait, attended with a quorum of
73.91 percent that approved the recommended cash
dividend of 30 fils per share. “Zain continued to
achieve positive results and drive its operations to
further growth in 2018, despite operational chal-
lenges being faced by the regional telecom sector
including competition, regulatory and socio-eco-
nomic factors. The group has been able to enhance
its competitive position thanks to its transformation
programs, which are turning the company into an
efficient digital lifestyle provider,” said Zain Group
Chairman Ahmed Al-Tahous.

“Zain Group was resilient towards internal and
external challenges and exited the year with healthy

profitability and a good reason to be optimistic about
2019 and beyond. We are focused on fulfilling our
strategic vision of transforming into a fully integrated
and innovative digital lifestyle provider and exceed-
ing customers’ expectations in all aspects of the
services we provide them,” Zain Group Vice-
Chairman and Group CEO Bader Al-Kharafi. 

“Zain prides itself in remaining a forward-look-
ing organization, and a central theme of Zain
Group’s ‘4Sight” Digital Strategy is to maximize
shareholder value through business growth and
efficiency while seeking value enhancing opportu-
nities and new revenue streams in the digital arena.
We are particularly interested in the profitable
growth areas of smart cities, IoT and Enterprise
(B2B),” he added. ( See Page 11)

Zain Group holds general assembly

KUWAIT: Zain Group Chairman Ahmed Al-Tahous and Zain Group Vice-Chairman and Group CEO Bader Al-Kharafi
address the annual general assembly meeting at Zain Group headquarters yesterday.

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly yesterday approved
capital spending for the next fiscal year but delayed the
second and final reading on the labor law amendment
to increase annual leave in the private sector from 30 to
35 days. The voting will take place in a later session.
Minister of Public Works Jenan Bushehri told the
Assembly that repair works on the roads, damaged by

the torrential rains that hit the country in November,
will begin in the first week of next month. She said the
work was delayed because the ministry was assessing
studies on loose gravel from the roads and ways of
treatment, adding that the new paving material had
been sent overseas for examination. 

The minister said repairs will first start on motor-
ways and some lanes will be closed for 12 hours daily to
complete the work, but she gave no deadline for finish-
ing the repairs. She however hoped the repairs will be
completed before the end of the year. Bushehri apolo-
gized to the people for taking so long to start the
repairs. She said that a number of senior officials and
contractors will be held to account and that cases will
be filed in court against those who caused the flying
gravel problem.

Continued on Page 24
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35-day annual 
leave amendment

CHRISTCHURCH: A Syrian refugee and his son who
fled the chaos of their homeland only to meet tragedy in
New Zealand were buried yesterday in the first funerals
of those killed in the mosque massacres. Hundreds of
mostly Muslim mourners gathered at a cemetery in the
southern city of Christchurch to lay to rest Khalid
Mustafa and his 15-year-old son Hamza, who were
among 50 people slaughtered at two mosques by an
Australian white supremacist.

The pair had fled to New Zealand seeking sanctuary
from the Syrian maelstrom but died in last Friday’s hail
of bullets, a bitter irony that New Zealand Prime

Minister Jacinda Ardern called “gutting”. “I cannot tell
you how gutting it is to know that a family came here
for safety and for refuge, and they should have been
safe here,” Ardern said at a press conference in
Christchurch after the funeral.

Khalid, 44, and Hamza were shot dead at the Al Noor
Mosque, the first site to be attacked, but not before
Hamza called his mother in a panic. “After that I heard
shooting and he screamed and after that I didn’t hear
him,” she told New Zealand media this week. Their
younger son Zaid, 13, was also wounded in the attack
and attended the funeral in a wheelchair. In a powerful
scene, he held his hands aloft as he prayed alongside
rows of mourners. “I shouldn’t be standing in front of
you. I should be lying beside you,” Zaid said at the
graves of his brother and father, according to Jamil El-
Biza, who travelled from Australia for the funerals.

Also attending was Abdul Aziz, an Afghan refugee
who confronted the gunman at Linwood Mosque.
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CHRISTCHURCH: Zaid Mustafa (in wheelchair) attends the funeral of his slain father Khalid and brother Hamza at
the Memorial Park cemetery yesterday.  — AFP 

UAE deports man who praised attacks 

DUBAI: An employee at a Dubai-based security com-
pany was fired and deported for celebrating the dead-
ly New Zealand mosque attacks under a fake identity
on Facebook, the group said yesterday. “Over the
weekend, a Transguard employee made inflammatory
comments on his personal Facebook account celebrat-
ing the deplorable mosque attack in Christchurch,
New Zealand,” the Transguard security group said.
“We have a zero-tolerance policy for the inappropri-
ate use of social media, and as a result this individual
was immediately terminated and turned over to the
authorities to face justice.” Transguard said the man
had been deported by the UAE government. — AFP

Girl raped, killed by bros, uncle

NEW DELHI: Two brothers have been arrested in
India for allegedly raping their 12-year-old sister who
was later beheaded with a sickle, police said yesterday.
The girl’s uncle, 40, has also been arrested and police
are searching for the eldest brother after the body was
found in the central state of Madhya Pradesh last
week. “All the men (three brothers and the uncle) were
involved in raping the girl and when she threatened to
tell the police, they strangled her to death and
chopped off her head and dumped the body,” Sagar
district police superintendent Amit Sanghi said. He said
the autopsy had confirmed the victim was gang-raped
and subjected to “unnatural sex”. — AFP
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