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Kuwait drops six spots in
2019 World Happiness Report

Down to 51 out of 156 countries; Finland tops list for second year
KUWAIT: Kuwait dropped six places in the UN
Sustainable Development Solutions Network’s 2019
World Happiness Report which was released yester-
day. The report ranks Kuwait in the 51st place (with a
score of 6.021), down from 45 in last year’s report
which ranks 156 countries according to things such as
GDP per capita, social support, healthy life expectan-
cy, social freedom, generosity and absence of corrup-
tion. Kuwait ranked fifth among Gulf states in the
report, trailing the United Arab Emirates (21st world-
wide), Saudi Arabia (28),
Qatar (29) and Bahrain (37)
(Oman is not ranked in the
report).

Finland topped the rank-
ing of the world’s happiest
countries for the second year
in a row, with the Nordic
countries taking the leading
spots, while South Sudan
came last. The top 10 was
again dominated by the
Nordics, with Denmark,
Norway and Iceland taking the other leading spots fol-
lowed by Netherlands, Switzerland, Sweden, New
Zealand, Canada and Austria. The United States
dropped one place to 19th.

Among the 20 top gainers since the 2005-2008
average ranking were 10 countries in Central and
Eastern Europe, five in sub-Saharan Africa and three in
Latin America, while the five that fell the most were

Yemen, India, Syria, Botswana and Venezuela. Benin
saw the largest gain over that period, rising 50 places
in the rankings.

Despite the political turmoil brought by Brexit,
Britain rose four places in the rankings to 15th. The
United States, meanwhile, continued its slide of recent
years, dropping one spot to 19th place.  “This year’s
report provides sobering evidence of how addictions
are causing considerable unhappiness and depression
in the US,” said professor Jeffrey Sachs, one of the

report’s authors.
Released on the

International Day of
Happiness on March 20, the
report warned that world
happiness has declined in
recent years, driven by a
sustained fall in India, which
this year ranked in 140th
place. This has coincided
with a rise in negative feel-
ings, “comprising worry,
sadness and anger, especial-

ly marked in Asia and Africa, and more recently else-
where,” it said. This year’s publication also looked at
how countries have performed in the happiness rank-
ings since 2005.  Of the 20 largest gainers, half are in
Central and Eastern Europe, five are in sub-Saharan
Africa, and three in Latin America.  The five largest
declines since 2005 were in Yemen, India, Syria,
Botswana and Venezuela. — Agencies
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KUWAIT: Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Secretary
General Abdullatif Al-Zayani has stated that the GCC
countries were eager to finalize free trade agreement
with the EU soon to boost trade exchange. “In 1990,
negotiations for a free trade agreement was launched
and all articles, except for only one related to the
export tariffs, were approved, we hope a constructive
formula would be agreed soon to serve our mutual
interests,” Al-Zayani told the audience at the Third EU-
GCC Business Forum which kicked off on Tuesday. 

He described the European Union one of the main
trade partners to the GCC member states. “The trade
exchange between both sides have jumped from $37
billion in 2001 to $172 billion in 2017,” he unveiled.
Zayani stated that the GCC countries were trying to
create safe, stable and sustainable environments for
achieving aspired prosperity through partnering with
global economic blocs, unifying legislations, encourag-
ing private sector contributions to development proj-
ects, upgrading procedures and administrative systems
to streamline entrepreneurship, and promote creativity
and innovation. The GCC and its six-member states had
emerged as the most stable, prosperous, attractive
countries for foreign investments in the region thanks
to the growth of oil revenues and the adoption of ambi-
tious national strategies and vision to diversify and
boost national economies, he explained. He added that
the GCC countries had witnessed in the past few years
a significant growth in the flow of foreign direct invest-
ments as a result of the government reforms, initiatives
and economic measures which have shown an increas-
ing interest of investors in the Gulf region. He boasted
that the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) has become
an important economic bloc. The GCC’s gross domestic
product has surpassed $1.5 trillion, the value of imports
and exports exceeded $1 trillion annually and local

investments rose to $430 billion in 2017. Moreover, the
intra-GCC trade also jumped to $133 billion in 2017, he
said. “Gulf countries are looking forward to raising the
level of cooperation and strengthening relations with
the European Union and this forum is a clear evidence
of the depth of Gulf-European relations,” he concluded.

Ideal platform
Meanwhile, Director General of the Kuwait Direct

Investment Promotion Authority (KDIPA) Sheikh Dr
Meshaal Al-Sabah said the two-day forum provides an
ideal platform for exchanging information and exploring
promising investment opportunities. Kuwait’s hosting of
the third session of the forum, embodies its eagerness
to showcase the new legal, executive and procedural
reforms introduced by GCC states to improve invest-
ment environment, he said. He hailed the forum also a
platform for exploring nascent projects in the EU and
GCC markets and providing new investment prospects
to their companies for cooperation in a variety of
domains at the forefront of which infrastructure, logisti-
cal services, sustainable energy and smart cities.

In the meantime, Chairman of the Kuwait Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) Ali Al-Ghanem

highlighted a number of factors which would influence
EU-GCC relations and cooperation in the future. He
cited oil as the main factor as it is the prime compo-
nent of bilateral trade and investment. The projections
about a future decline in the importance of the oil,
coincide with affirmed indications about the weight of
global economy was moving from the West to the East
which would have deep impacts on the region and the
world, he said.

He argued that the second was the start of the
fourth industrial revolution which would bring intrinsic
transformations that create a virtual digitalized world
and a new economy in which feasibility and creativity
other than the cost and price would be decisive in mar-
ket competitiveness. Thus if the EU hesitated in helping
the GCC enter this era, the development gap would be
a difficult obstacle hindering their future cooperation,
he suggested. Third factor is the EU stances towards
Arab causes, especially the Palestinian one. He regret-
ted that that the EU stances of the repercussions of the
Arab Spring in Iraq, Syria, Libya and Yemen, “do not
augur well in this regard.”

Ghanem said that the fourth factor was the issues of
security and refugees as well as the political and eco-
nomic changes in the EU, such as Britain withdrawal of
the European bloc. It was in the interest of the
European Union to know in depth the dimensions of
the changes and risks that the region was going
through and in the interest of the parties to employ
security and immigration issues to emphasize the
importance of their economic and development coop-
eration, he asserted. He recalled that the
Mediterranean Sea is no longer a European-Arab lake.
Now on its coasts emerged news cities, routes, bases
and forces that protect interests of other countries that
are highly competitive. The forum brings together an
array of high-level speakers and experts from the Gulf
and the EU.

In recognition of the importance of knowledge, cre-
ativity and innovation, which are vital elements of eco-
nomic development in a modern world of rapidly
expanding technology, the participating experts tackle
pressing subjects such as developing and supporting
innovation in business and investment, seizing oppor-

tunities in the healthcare sector, digitalization and
doing business in the GCC.

EU-GCC Business Forum offers significant opportu-
nities for cross-cutting networking and identification
of opportunities to engage in the ongoing diversifica-
tion strategies and the corresponding projects under-
pinning them, in particular in key economic sectors
where representatives from the GCC and EU will pres-
ent ongoing initiatives and planned investments. It
offers an excellent opportunity for partners from the
GCC region and the EU to meet and explore new trade
and investment partnerships between businesses in
two of the world’s major economic regions.

Economic relations
Michele Cervone  D’urso, EU Ambassador to the

Delegation of European Union to Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar and Saudi Arabia, said trade and econom-
ic relations between the EU and GCC have been
increasing in the past decade. However, he admitted
that the investment area is underperforming and they
are not yet realizing the numerous potentials. “There is
a lot of space to improve and this forum will tackle this
issue on how we can go further. The potential is huge -
we are not talking about oil or petrochemicals - there
are more areas. There is a lack of knowledge about
regulations and regulatory aspects. Most importantly,
we will try to understand barriers for investors -
maybe we can come up with a solution to this,” he said.
“At the same time, we have challenges, but we have lots
of potential. The Gulf has been more and more attrac-
tive, thanks to your efforts of diversification and the
domestic reforms you’ve been undergoing, which aim
to attract foreign capital and knowhow and technolo-
gies,” he said.

Entitled, Oasis of Opportunities, the European
Union-GCC Business Forum is an event organized by
the EU, Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority
(KDIPA), Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry
and Kuwait Supreme Council for Planning and
Development. The event aims at directly addressing
issues of innovation and entrepreneurship and invest-
ment opportunities, especially in healthcare sector,
digitalization and doing business in the GCC.

GCC hopes free
trade pact with EU
would see light soon

GCC Secretary General Abdullatif Al-Zayani speaks
during the forum.

Director General of KDIPA Sheikh Dr Meshaal Al-Sabah
delivers a speech.

Chairman of KCCI Ali Al-Ghanem addresses the
audience.

KUWAIT: This archive photo shows a general view of Kuwait City. 

KUWAIT: A general view of people in attendance of the Third EU-GCC Business Forum. — KUNA photos

TUNIS: Kuwaiti Minister of Information
Mohammad Al-Jabri said yesterday that
Kuwait is partaking in Tunisia’s celebrations
marking Tunis as Capital of Islamic Culture
for cementing the bilateral ties between the
two countries. In a statement to the press,
minister Jabri said Tunis deserves to be
designated Capital of Islamic Culture 2019

for its rich Islamic heritage and hosting of
communities of diverse cultures.

Minister Jabri, also Chairman of the
National Council  for Arts, Culture and
Letters, was speaking on margins of a
reception, held by the Kuwaiti Ambassador
Ali  Al-Dhafir i  in  the minister ’s  honor.
Minister Jabri congratulated Tunisia on the
60th independence anniversary, which fell
yesterday, and its hosting of the 30th Arab
summit , due on March 31 . Tunisia and
Kuwait are bonded with solid ties, backed
by the two countries’ leaders, namely His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Tunisian President
Beji Caid Essebsi.

Meanwhile, Issa Al-Ansari, Assistant

Secretary General of the Kuwaiti council of
culture, said the council is partaking in the
country’s celebrations with a large number of
popular artistic troupes and teams tasked
with promoting the Kuwaiti culture. The
Kuwaiti delegation will also take part in the
Arab Cultural Week, coinciding with the
upcoming Arab summit. Jabri had earlier
described Tunisia as “one of the countries
that has promoted tolerance, rejected
extremism and fought against destructive
ideas through its media and culture tools.”
Meanwhile, Tunisian Minister of Cultural
Affairs Mohamed Zine El-Abidine said in a
press conference that his country deserves
the lead, especially after activating the cul-
tural policy. — KUNA 

Kuwait seeks
to cement ties
with Tunisia

KUWAIT: Representative of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Advisor to the Amiri Diwan Dr Abdullah
Maatouq Al-Maatouq left for New Zealand yesterday evening to offer
condolences to Governor-General Patsy Reddy over the victims of the
shootings at two mosques in Christchurch.—KUNA


