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Established 1961 

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Established in 1954, Kuwait Airways
Corporation (KAC) is celebrating its 65th anniversary.
During these years, KAC has improved its services and
notched up many achievements, which were announced
during a press conference held yesterday. “KAC will
achieve a five percent increase in total income for the first
quarter of 2019 compared to the same period of 2018,
and an eight percent increase in number of passengers
this year compared to the same period in 2018. In 2017,
4.1 million passengers used KAC, that rose to 4.5 million
in 2018, and is expected to reach 4.7 million passengers
this year,” KAC Chairman Yousef Al-Jasim said.

The 65th anniversary celebrations include various
activities. “The marketing and public relations department
of KAC has set a schedule of activities that will be held
from today till the end of this year as part of the celebra-
tions. These will include vari-
ous promotions and special
offers that will be announced
later,” he said.

The officials and staff of
KAC strive to achieve the
planned goals. “We at KAC
maintain the highest standards
of safety in our operations.
Furthermore, we have reached
the highest standards of flight
schedule discipline that
reached between 90-95 per-
cent, which is higher than the international average of 85
percent. In addition, we provide the best services for our
clients before, during and after their trip,” explained Jasim.

“We will never go below this high standard of achieve-
ments and performance. We will put more efforts to have
more achievements and always rank on top of the best
airlines. Today we want to announce the new official slo-
gan of celebrating 65 years of establishing KAC - Sure
We Can, which expresses our long history of leading in
this field and the loyalty of our clients,” he pointed out.

After the appointment of a new board of directors of
KAC in April 2018, the board set a complete strategy
(strategic business plan) for the period between 2018 to
2026, which includes commercial, operations, financial
and administrative aspects, in addition to the fleet plan
during this period. Jasim also spoke about some achieve-
ments of this strategy in 2018. “Achievements include

approving the complete organizational structure,
appointing an executive director, strategic cooperation
with Boeing to establish a regional center in the Middle
East and North Africa to train pilots and engineers and
launching the new Integrated Operations Control Center
(IOCC),” he noted.

Other achievements include revising a contract with
Airbus on purchasing the A350-900 and signing a con-
tract to purchase the A330-800 and renew the contract
for the A320 NEO, which saved over $100 million and
averted any expected losses due to the previous sched-
ule. The final fleet will consist of 10 Boeing B777-300 ER
aircraft, eight Airbus A330-800 NEO, five Airbus A350-
900 and 15 Airbus A320 NEO planes.

Also, all flights were transferred to Terminal T4 from
T1 from Nov 2018 except New York flights. T4 includes a
total of 14 gates with a parking lot for 2,000 vehicles. The
First Class, Business Class and Oasis Club members

lounge was opened in T4. A
limousine service was added
for first class and royal class
passengers. In addition, KAC
signed a contract to change the
old buses with new ones and
increase their number, along
with increasing the number of
aircraft stairs.

During summer 2018, KAC
launched new destinations
including Malaga (Spain),
Trabzon (Turkey), Tbilisi

(Georgia), Munich (Germany), and Vienna (Austria) - the
last two are seasonal. KAC is planning to start operating
to four new destinations - Nice (France), Sabiha Airport
in Istanbul (Turkey), Larnaca (Cyprus) and Guangzhou
(China), in addition to plans to launch seasonal destina-
tions including Baku (Azerbaijan), Tbilisi (Georgia),
Casablanca (Morocco) and Sarajevo (Bosnia). 

KAC increased sales by 14 percent in 2018 comparing
to 2017, hiking revenues by 11 percent compared to 2017.
The estimated sales for the first quarter of 2019 have
reached KD 76.9 million compared to the same period of
2018 with KD 73.1 million. A 24/7 call center, and a new
service of communicating with clients through WhatsApp
were launched. The Baker Street office of KAC in London
was reopened, while a KAC office at The Avenues
opened in October. Building of a new tower for KAC on
Hilali Street in Kuwait City also began.

4.7 million passengers expected
to use Kuwait Airways this year

5% increase in total income for Q1 of 2019: KAC Chairman

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways Chairman Yousef Al-Jasim (center) attends a press conference yesterday. —KUNA
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Kuwait calls for
a world free of
nuclear weapons
NEWYORK: Kuwait called yesterday for a world free
of nuclear weapons, stressing on the major risk and
dangers in the spread of such weapons. This came dur-
ing a speech delivered by member of Kuwait’s
Permanent Mission to the UN Nawaf Al-Ahmad to
Security Council’s session on UN Security Council
committee (1540).

Ahmad affirmed on the importance work of the com-
mittee in preventing individuals and terrorist parties
from possessing, manufacturing, or transferring all
kinds of mass destruction’s weapons. Ahmad mentioned
1540 Committee agenda 2019, which considered strate-
gic planing in order to prohibit owning any kind of
these weapons, aiming for a sustainable and peaceful
future. The committee also shed light on the role of civil
society in preventing these weapons, he added.

“Our goal is to develop work needed for the com-
mittee and its four group’s effort by co-operating and
activating the national and regional mechanisms at all
levels,” he said. He also notified that the consequences
that follow weapon’s spreading are serious and preven-
tive measures has to be taken in order to keep the
world safe and secure. —KUNA

Member of Kuwait’s Permanent Mission to the UN Nawaf
Al-Ahmad

Technician dies
after falling
from winch
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: An Indian repair technician was killed yes-
terday after he fell from a window cleaning winch
between the buildings of the ministries of social affairs
and commerce at the ministries complex. The incident
happened only one day after a ceiling collapse at the
site of a mosque under construction killed three
Egyptian construction workers in Nahdha. Following up
on this case, the Egyptian minister of manpower
Mohammed Saafan issued immediate instructions to the
manpower office at the Egyptian consulate in Kuwait to
obtain compensation and due wages of the three work-
ers as well as that of the two injured workers. He also
ordered shipping the three bodies back to Egypt and
expressed condolences to their families, said the min-
istry’s official spokesperson Haitham Saaduddin. 

Policemen assaulted
A Kuwaiti man was arrested by security guards out-

side Farwaniya governorate’s security directorate when
he insulted and assaulted them for preventing him from
driving into the building, said security sources. The
sources explained that on showing up at the gate, the
man kept honking and shouting that he had received a

traffic ticket and that he wants to enter. When he was
denied entry, he insulted and assaulted the policemen
on guard. The man is facing charges of slandering and
assaulting a public servant on duty. 

Automatic renewal
The manpower authority’s official spokesperson and

public relations and media manager Aseel Al-Mazyad
said renewal of national labor permits is done automati-
cally without checking with the authority, noting that
this measure has been in effect since Dec 2018 with the
aim of facilitating the procedures citizens working for
the private sector have to go through. 

Meanwhile, the manpower authority’s deputy direc-
tor for the national manpower sector Iman Al-Ansari
said in implementation of the Cabinet resolution num-
ber 1439/2018, citizens with two-year post-secondary
school certificates who apply for national labor support
allowances will not get it unless they attend a one-year
training course, while those with lesser certificates will
not get it unless they attend two-year training courses,
adding that the new measures will take effect by the
beginning of April. 

Residents protest
A number of Wafra residential city residents yester-

day protested outside the public authority for housing
welfare, demanding the immediate completion of public
services in the area, paying their rent allowances and the
sums deducted for infrastructure. Informed sources said
the housing authority’s public relations manager Omar
Al-Rowayyeh arranged a meeting between the protes-
tors and the authority officials to discuss the demands. 

Ex-con robs 
ambulance
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Efforts by Capital traffic patrols helped
determine the identity of the suspect involved in
the theft of an ambulance from Farwaniya Hospital

- an ex-convict jailed for drugs offences. He was
arrested and sent to concerned authorities.

Separately, firemen put out a blaze reported in a
power transformer in the Rahaya desert area in
Jahra yesterday. A cal l  was received about an
explosion and fire in a transformer, so occupation-
al Jahra and Tahreer fire stations responded under
the command of Meshaal Al-Abdally. The power
was cut off and fire put out. No injuries were
reported.

Three ‘engineers’
arrested for work
permits’ forgery
KUWAIT: The electronic linking between government
and private entities led to the discovery of a large num-
ber of people who entered Kuwait with forged degrees
and qualifications, and got jobs and residencies based
on them. Head of the Engineers Society Eng Faisal Al-
Atal said the prosecution detained three Indian engi-
neers for forging work permits and official documents.
He said investigations revealed that the three do not
meet conditions of issuing work permits, which is not

issued without the engineering society’s approval, and
that they forged their work permits based on which
they received residency permits. Atal said residency
detectives asked about three Indian engineers in the oil
sector. The three had files at the society but they were
denied accreditation. Investigations are under way.

Maid found dead
The body of an Indian domestic helper was recov-

ered by the coroner after she was found dead in her
room under mysterious circumstances in her sponsor’s
house. Interior Ministry operations received a call from
a citizen claiming he found her dead in her room.
Ahmadi police, and paramedics responded, then when
death was confirmed forensics were called in.
Investigations are ongoing to find out the reasons of
the death. —Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai


