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No! ‘This does not show 350
accept Islam’ in New Zealand

Australia summons Turkish ambassador 
NEW DELHI: A video of a religious ceremony has
been viewed more than one mil l ion t imes on
Facebook posts alongside a claim 350 people
“accepted” Islam in New Zealand after last week’s
deadly mosque shootings. The posts are misleading-
the video is from an unrelated Islamic event in
Germany available online since 2007 - and contain no
other evidence to back up the claim of 350 people
accepting Islam in New Zealand in recent days.

What are we verifying? 
The 90-second video starts with a bearded

Caucasian man wearing a skullcap passing a micro-
phone to another man, who then speaks in Arabic. It
continues with a ceremony spoken in Arabic and
German. The video was viewed more than one million
times in 48 hours after being uploaded on Monday to
the Facebook page of Sajid Hashmat, who identifies
himself as a “senior leader” with a regional political
party in India that represents Muslims.

The caption alongside the video in the misleading
Facebook post states in English: “50 Muslims were
kil led on Friday in New Zealand & 350 people
accepted #Islam today in #NewZealand”. AFP creat-
ed an archived version of this false post (1). The post
was published after 50 worshippers in two mosques
were shot dead in the southern New Zealand city of
Christchurch on Friday. An Australian man has been
charged over the murders. AFP found dozens of other
posts with the same video and misleading caption on
Facebook and YouTube, some of which had been
viewed tens of thousands of times.

What do we know?
Through an investigation using video analysis tool

InVid and multiple keyword searches, AFP estab-
lished the video appeared on YouTube on November
24, 2007 (2). The German-language caption in that
post translates to: “Five people adopt Islam”. Through
further searches, AFP identified the man wearing the

skullcap as Pierre Vogel, who describes himself on his
verified Facebook page as “the most famous preacher
in Germany”.

AFP contacted Hashmat to ask why he posted the
video alongside the caption, and whether he had any
proof to back up his claim that 350 people had
accepted Islam in New Zealand after the attacks.
Hashmat said by phone: “That video is symbolic, a
reference. There is a news link below that video from
where I got the information”. The link he referred to
was a blog post that similarly made the claim of 350
accepting Islam, without citing any evidence or
sources. AFP published a blog post on Wednesday
that gives an in-depth report on its investigation into
the misleading posts (3).

What can be concluded? 
AFP found more than 70 posts on Facebook that

had the same video and caption, with similar posts
also on YouTube and Twitter. Comments on these
posts indicated many people believed the 2007
German video was a recent one from New Zealand,
and they did not understand Hashmat’s stated nuance
about it being “symbolic”.

Turkish envoy summoned 
Meanwhile, Australia’s prime minister said he

would summon Turkey’s ambassador in Canberra yes-
terday to explain “very offensive” comments made by
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in the wake of the
Christchurch massacre. Erdogan, while campaigning
for local elections, presented the attack as part of an
assault on Turkey and Islam and warned anti-Muslim
Australians would suffer the same fate as soldiers at
Gallipoli, a blood-drenched WWI battle.

“I find it a very offensive comment, of course I do,
and I will be calling in the Turkish ambassador today
to meet with me to discuss these issues,” Scott
Morrison told national broadcaster ABC. Erdogan
had already been sharply rebuked by New Zealand

for his comments and for using gruesome video shot
by the Christchurch mosque gunman as an election
campaign prop. Deputy Prime Minister Winston
Peters protested on Monday that such politicization
of the massacre “imperils the future and safety of the
New Zealand people and our people abroad, and it’s
totally unfair”.

Peters announced on Tuesday that he would be
travelling to Turkey this week at Istanbul’s request to
attend a special meeting of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation. Three Turkish nationals were
wounded in the rampage that killed 50 worshippers
at two mosques in the southern New Zealand city of
Christchurch on Friday. The accused gunman, a self-
avowed white supremacist from Austral ia,

livestreamed much of the attack and spread a mani-
festo on social media claiming it was a strike against
Muslim “invaders”.

The manifesto references Turkey and the minarets
of Istanbul’s famed Hagia Sophia, now a museum, that
was once a church before becoming a mosque during
the Ottoman empire. “This is not an isolated event, it
is something more organized,” he said during a cam-
paign event on Monday in Canakkale in western
Turkey. “They are testing us with the message they
are sending us from New Zealand, 16,500 km (10,250
miles) from here.” Erdogan did not project the video
at the Monday event. Peters said he had complained
directly to visiting Turkish Vice-President Fuat Oktay
and Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu.— Agencies  

CHRISTCHURCH: Floral tributes to those who were gunned down at the two mosques are seen against a wall
bordering the Botanical Garden in Christchurch. — AFP 

PRAGUE: Czech Muslims cried foul yesterday after
the head of Prague’s Muslim Community called on
them to take up arms in the wake of the Christchurch
attack. Leonid Kushnarenko published his video mes-
sage on Facebook Sunday, two days after an Australian
white supremacist killed 50 people in two mosques
during a rampage in the New Zealand city. 

“In light of the recent tragic events I inform all our
members, in particular men-all who want... to get
armed to protect their health and property, contact me
and I’ll help you.” Kushnarenko said. The Denik N daily
quoted the Ukrainian-born lawyer as saying he made
his appeal due to “Islamophobic sentiments” in the
Czech Republic. Czech President Milos Zeman won his
second term last year with some strongly anti-Muslim
rhetoric, while the anti-migrant far-right SPD party
has 22 lawmakers in the 200-seat parliament.

“It’s a matter of prevention. I said it to prevent
crazy people from going to a mosque and doing evil,”
Kushnarenko told the daily. “We won’t support such
appeals, I disagree,” Muneeb Hassan Alrawi, head of
the Czech Muslim Communities Centre, told Denik N.
“It’s a wrong step.” The Prague Muslim Community
said on Facebook Tuesday that “any statements or acts
by... chairman Kushnarenko are his private (activity)
and do not represent the views of Muslims living in
Prague or the Czech Republic”.— AFP 
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SENTANI: The death tol l  from flash
floods and landslides that tore through
Indonesia’s Papua region has topped 100
with dozens more still missing, the disas-
ter agency said yesterday. Nearly 10,000
people have moved to shelters while at
least 104 victims are confirmed to have
died and 79 are unaccounted for in the
aftermath of the disaster, triggered by
heavy rain on Saturday.

Scores have suffered injuries, including
cuts and broken bones, while some 40
unidentified bodies would be buried in a
mass grave on Thursday, officials said.
Many survivors fear more floods will rip
through hard-hit Papua, which shares a
border with independent Papua New
Guinea on an island just north of Australia.
“The increasing number of evacuees has
made the shelters very crowded and
uncomfortable,” said national disaster
agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo
Nugroho.

As teams loaded mud-caked corpses
into body bags, the search for survivors
was hampered by mountains of debris
including rocks and fallen trees. Hundreds
of homes, bridges, schools and other pub-
lic facilities were destroyed. More than

2,300 personnel have been deployed to
search for the missing victims and to clean
up debris. Flooding is common in
Indonesia, especially during the rainy sea-
son which runs from October to April.

In January, floods and landslides killed
at least 70 people on Sulawesi island,
while earlier this month hundreds in West
Java province were forced to evacuate
when torrential rains triggered severe
flooding. Meanwhile, three people were
killed-including two Malaysian tourists-
and some 182 were injured after an earth-
quake on Sunday triggered a landslide on
the Indonesian tourist island of Lombok,
next to Bali.

Lombok was rocked by several earth-
quakes last summer, killing more than 500
people and leaving over 150,000 home-
less. And in September last year, the
country was hit by an earthquake and
tsunami in Palu on Sulawesi island which
killed around 2,200 people. The Southeast
Asian archipelago of some 17,000 islands
is one of the most disaster-prone nations
on Earth, straddling the Pacific Ring of
Fire, where tectonic plates coll ide.
Earthquakes and volcanic eruptions are
common.— AFP 

Indonesia death toll tops
100, dozens still missing

SENTANI: Soldiers put victim’s bodies into body bags in Sentani. Flash floods in
Indonesia’s eastern Papua province have killed at least 100 people. — AFP 

GAZA: Gaza has seen regular protests along the Israeli
border for the past year, but new demonstrations in recent
days have been much less to the liking of the strip’s rulers
Hamas. Over the course of several days beginning last
week, hundreds of Palestinians gathered in multiple loca-
tions in protests against rising prices but also in opposition
to the Islamist group, which has controlled Gaza since
2007. Hamas security forces cracked down harshly, beating
protesters and arresting hundreds, rights groups say.

Demonstrations have since petered out, though organiz-
ers have called for fresh rallies in the coming days. United
Nations envoy Nickolay Mladenov on Sunday condemned
a “campaign of arrests and violence” by Hamas security
forces. “The long-suffering people of Gaza were protesting
the dire economic situation and demanded an improvement
in the quality of life in the Gaza Strip,” said Mladenov,
envoy to Israel and the Palestinian territories. The protests
are a rare internal challenge to Hamas, which has fought
three wars with Israel since 2008.

Small numbers gathered in various spots from Thursday
to Sunday, calling for Hamas authorities to reduce taxes
and improve the economic situation. Youth unemployment
in Gaza is 70 percent, according to the World Bank, which
says the main cause is the Israeli blockade of the strip
along with Egypt’s border having been largely closed in
recent years. Israel says the blockade is necessary to
restrict Hamas, but rights groups argue the measures
amount to collective punishment of the roughly two million
residents.

Facing financial shortfalls, Hamas has increased taxes on
cigarettes and other imported goods. Tomatoes have up to
trebled in price, while many other basic goods have spiked.

In response to the protests, hundreds of people have been
at least temporarily detained, according to rights groups,
while a number have talked of arbitrary beatings at the
hands of Hamas forces.

More than 1,000 people have been questioned or
detained, according to the Independent Commission for
Human Rights, founded by the West Bank-based Palestinian
Authority, which Hamas chased from Gaza in 2007. Osama
Kahlout, a journalist based in Deir Balah in central Gaza,
was broadcasting the protests live on Facebook as they
occurred outside his house. He said a group of men
stormed his house and beat him for 10 to 15 minutes, which
he said left his back covered in bruises.

A senior member of Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas’s Fatah, Hamas’s rivals, was badly beaten near his

home Monday evening. Fatah accused Hamas gangs of
being behind the attack on Atef Abu Seif, though Hamas
denied it and pledged to investigate. Demonstrators insist
the protests are not primarily political, but instead econom-
ic. The rallies have been watched closely in Israel, including
by those hoping to draw further attention to them.

Fatah has also expressed support for protesters, and
Hamas accuses outside hands of stirring trouble. Iyad al-
Bozum, spokesman for Hamas’s interior ministry, said the
authorities were “not against demonstrations protesting the
difficult conditions of our people in Gaza because of the
blockade”. “But we will not allow them to be exploited in
order to provoke chaos and sabotage,” he said, adding
Hamas believed calm had been restored. He did not respond
to questions about violence by the security forces.—AFP 

Hamas’ crackdown 
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RAFAH: Palestinian protesters take part in a night demonstration near the fence along the border with Israel, in Rafah in
the southern Gaza Strip. — AFP 

HANOI: Vietnamese citizens were outraged after a man was
fined $8 for forcibly kissing a woman in an elevator, a rare
public outburst in a country where sexual assault is scarcely
spoken about openly. The #MeToo movement never took off
in Vietnam, a conservative communist country where gender-
based violence is widespread but remains a taboo topic.
Citizens took to social media this week after a man was fined
200,000 dong, or $8.61, for forcibly kissing a woman in an
elevator in her Hanoi apartment building.

CCTV footage showed the man chatting to the woman
before cornering her and suddenly jumping on her before
she scrambles out of the elevator as he grabbed her arm.
The footage quickly went viral, stoking public anger. “The
fine... was a mockery and humiliation against the dignity of
Vietnamese women,” said Facebook user Duong Dai Trieu
Lam yesterday. Office worker Nguyen Trang told AFP:
“It’s ridiculous, I can’t accept this... I’m worried for my
kids and myself”.

Unlike rape, sexual assault is not a criminal offence in
Vietnam, but is considered an administrative violation falling
under the category of “indecent speech and behaviour”. The
maximum fine for sexual assault is $13. An online petition call-
ing for an amendment to the law gathered steam yesterday.
Official data on sexual harassment is not routinely published
in Vietnam, though 87 percent of women and girls experi-
enced sexual harassment in public, according to a 2014 sur-
vey of 2,000 women by the NGO ActionAid.

The last comprehensive survey on gender violence in 2010
published by the World Health Organization and the
Vietnamese government said 34 percent of women reported
regular abuse by their spouses. —AFP 
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