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“It will always be engraved in the minds and hearts
of Kuwaitis.” Describing the dialogue’s agenda as
“ample” with important issues, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
noted that 23 government bodies with 70 high-level
officials from both sides took part in the sessions. 

He also appreciated the United States’ efforts in
helping to mend the rift among the Gulf countries,
which in turn is contributing to mediation efforts led by
HH the Amir in this regard. The US and Kuwait have
been trying to mediate in the bitter row that has seen
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
non-Gulf state Egypt impose a political and economic
boycott on Qatar since June 2017 over allegations it
supports terrorism. Doha denies the charges. Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled said “there is no option” other than
for the dispute to be resolved.

As for the situation in Yemen, he told the press con-
ference that the crisis was discussed during the dia-
logue, where both sides shared visions of the necessity
of a peaceful solution in the Arab country according to
the Gulf initiative, national dialogue outcomes and UN
Security Council resolution 2216. Regarding the Syrian
crisis, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled noted that in order for
peace to prevail in the conflict-ridden country, relevant
international references must be implemented, along
with joint efforts and coordination between the two
countries at the Security Council in a bid to solve

pending issues.
“We trust our (American) friends in contributing

ideas for the long-awaited peace plan for the Middle
East, while putting into consideration the region’s state
of affairs and concerned parties,” he said in response to
a question about an anticipated US plan for the stalled
Middle East peace process. Kuwait currently holds a
non-permanent seat in the UN Security Council, where
it has championed the Palestinian cause.

Pompeo reiterated that Kuwait is a “strategic part-
ner”, especially when it comes to counterterrorism
efforts, reaffirming the United States’ commitment to
Kuwait’s safety and sovereignty. “Kuwait hosts thou-
sands of US soldiers on its grounds, which reflects the
unique, fruitful and strong military cooperation
between the two countries,” he pointed out. Pompeo
lauded Kuwait’s “powerful” initiatives in Yemen, Syria
and Iraq, as well as its “leadership” quality, especially in
terms of humanitarian causes, valuing HH the Amir’s
role in this regard.

As for the Kuwait version of the Strategic
Dialogue, Pompeo said that a significant number of
agreements and MoUs were signed, including on
cyber security, fighting terrorism, trade and educa-
tion. Pompeo referred to the historic visit of HH the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to
the US, which he described as “influential” in the his-
tory of bilateral relations. 

On his recent visit to Qatar, Pompeo noted that
extensive and detailed talks took place there to address
the Gulf crisis. “We all have the same set of threats, the
threats from Al-Qaeda and from ISIS, the threat from
the Islamic Republic of Iran. We all are working dili-
gently to find a path forward so that the rift between
those countries can be resolved”. 
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MPs lashed out at the government for taking so long
to carry out the repairs and demanded tough penalties
for those found responsible for the damage. Some MPs
insisted that Kuwaiti roads were damaged by rains
more than tanks could. MP Mohammad Al-Mutair
claimed that roads were fine before the 1990 Iraqi inva-
sion and deteriorated after the liberation because of
rife corruption. MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari said the
prime minister should be held to account for the dam-
age to the roads. 

The assembly also passed in the second and final
reading a draft law to toughen penalties on merchants
selling expired or rotten foodstuff, raising the fines to
as high as KD 100,000. MP Osama Al-Shaheen said
the law stipulates that violating establishments will be
shut while waiting for a final court ruling. MPs also
passed a draft law estimating capital spending in the
2019/2020 budget at KD 3.2 billion, as head of the
budgets committee MP Adnan Abdulsamad said the

government now has no excuse not to implement devel-
opment projects.

The Assembly also passed a draft law stipulating
about KD 1.4 billion in supplementary spending of
which KD 900 million will go to the oil ministry, KD
320 million to the health ministry and KD 54 million to
the education ministry. MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said the
health ministry’s new budget includes KD 200 million
for medical treatment abroad, as some MPs said
Kuwaiti patients sent by the government to some US
hospitals were asked to leave due to the lack of suffi-
cient funds from the government.

Adasani warned the government against imposing
any kind of taxes on citizens or taking any measures
that may increase the financial burden on them. Health
Minister Sheikh Basel Al-Sabah said the ministry will
build more public clinics in crowded areas, especially
where expatriates outnumber citizens.

MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl said a report stated that funds
raised by Kuwaiti charity societies between 2012 and
2016 amounted to over KD 716 million, more than 90
percent of which were sent abroad. He inquired if the
government has any control over the outflow of charity
funds. Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Saad Al-
Kharraz said that the process of sending charity funds
abroad is done in coordination and under the full con-
trol of the foreign ministry.
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He was embraced by many mourners. A total of six
burials took place yesterday and more were expected
in the days ahead after police on Tuesday began releas-
ing victims’ remains for burial. The scale of the attack
has caused global revulsion, including alleged gunman
Brenton Tarrant’s use of social media to livestream the
carnage in real-time.

Ardern, who has vowed to tighten New Zealand’s lax
gun ownership laws, said yesterday the horrific events
in Christchurch showed the need for a global approach
to confront the dangers posed by extremists’ use of
social media. “There is an argument there to be made
for us to take a united front on what is a global issue,”
she said. “This is not just an issue for New Zealand, the
fact that social media platforms have been used to
spread violence (and) material that incites violence.”

New Zealand yesterday charged a second person
with sharing the gruesome livestream video of the
deadly attack. Philip Arps, 44, who was arrested the
day before, was charged with two counts of distributing
objectionable material under the Films Act and was
remanded in custody after appearing in Christchurch
District Court. A teenager appeared in court earlier this
week on the same charge.

The 28-year-old gunman was arrested after the
shootings and is expected to spend his life in prison as
New Zealand has no death penalty. In a rambling “man-
ifesto”, Tarrant had said he was motivated partly by a
desire to stoke religious conflict between Islam and the
West. Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison on
Wednesday condemned what he called “highly offen-
sive” comments by Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, warning that he would consider “all options”
in reviewing bilateral relations. Erdogan had said the

attack was part of an assault on Turkey and Islam and
warned anti-Muslim Australians would be “sent back in
coffins” like their grandfathers at Gallipoli, a blood-
drenched World War I battle.

In the latest display of cross cultural solidarity in
New Zealand, as Muslims prayed and prostrated before
Al Noor mosque dozens of locals silently stood behind
them, their arms interlinked. Moments earlier hundreds
of people thumped their chests, stomped their feet and
stuck out their tongues for a haka performance, their
cries echoing across the park. Nuha Asad, who lost her
husband Ali Elmadani in the massacre, watched from
the sidelines, visibly moved.

“The New Zealand community really cares for us
and we’re really together in this,” she told AFP. “It made
us a little happier in the grief”. The traditional haka is
used in Maori culture in a variety of ways - to intimi-
date rivals, to celebrate weddings but also to mourn,
melding both hostility and beauty into a powerful out-
pouring of emotion.

The start of funerals should ease pressure from
Muslim families, many of whom have travelled long dis-
tances to claim loved ones’ remains and complained
that police investigations have delayed the return of
bodies and prevented the speedy burials prescribed
under Islam. New Zealand authorities are yet to release
an official list of the dead, making it difficult to assess
the full histories of victims.

But few are likely to present a narrative as poignant
and tragic as the Mustafa family. The New Zealand
website Stuff.co.nz this week ran a picture of Hamza
smiling on a boat as he showed off a freshly caught fish.
His mother said that after their phone connection was
cut during the shootings, she tried repeatedly to reach
him again. “After that someone picked up the phone
and told me your son can’t breathe, I think he’s dead,”
the website said quoted her saying. Salwa described
her son and husband as both “very caring” people,
adding that “our lives have completely changed”. “God
will punish him (the gunman), my son and my husband
are in heaven now and we’re going after them, we’re
going to follow them to the heavens.” —AFP 
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ALMATY: Kazakhstan’s new president was sworn yes-
terday following the shock resignation of the country’s
long-time ruler and in his first official act renamed the
capital after his predecessor. Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
took office in a pomp-filled ceremony less than 24 hours
after Nursultan Nazarbayev, the only leader an independ-
ent Kazakhstan had ever known, suddenly announced he
was stepping down. Tokayev immediately proposed
changing the name of the Central Asian nation’s capital
from Astana to Nursultan, or “Sultan of Light” in Kazakh,
and parliament approved the change within hours.

The senate also appointed Nazarbayev’s eldest
daughter Dariga Nazarbayeva as speaker, setting her up
as a potential contender to succeed her father. Tokayev,
65, will serve out the rest of Nazarbayev’s mandate until
elections due in April next year, though the former pres-
ident retains significant powers in the country he ruled
for nearly three decades. Tokayev told lawmakers that
Nazarbayev had “shown wisdom” by deciding to step
down, a rare move in ex-Soviet Central Asia where oth-
er leaders have hung on to power until death.
“Yesterday the world witnessed a historic event,”
Tokayev said, hailing Nazarbayev as a visionary
reformer. “The results of an independent Kazakhstan are
there for all to see,” he added.

Nazarbayev changed the capital from Kazakhstan’s
largest city Almaty to Astana in 1997, transforming it
from a minor provincial town into a futuristic city of
skyscrapers rising from the steppes. Its name meant
“capital” in Kazakh and there had long been speculation
of a renaming after the leader who shaped it. The city is
central to government propaganda highlighting the
achievements of Nazarbayev’s reign and his journey to
build it was recently the subject of a state-funded film,
“Leader’s Path: Astana”.

Nazarbayev, 78, ruled Kazakhstan since before it
gained independence with the 1991 collapse of the Soviet

Union. He steered the country through a major transfor-
mation, developing huge energy reserves and boosting its
international influence, but was accused of cracking down
on dissent and tolerating little opposition. Nazarbayev
will continue to enjoy significant powers thanks to his
constitutional status as “Leader of the Nation”, life-time
position as chief of the security council and head of the
ruling Nur Otan party.

Tokayev appeared to be in pole position to take over
in the long term until senators voted shortly after his
swearing-in to name Dariga Nazarbayeva, 55, as their
new chief. She is the most politically prominent of
Nazarbayev’s three children and has long been mooted as
a potential successor. Kazakhstan’s deputy prime minister
from 2015 to 2016, Nazarbayeva has significant influence
over the media. Analysts said it was too early to declare a
clear frontrunner to become the next elected president,
with the recently named prime minister, 53-year-old
Askar Mamin, another possible contender. 

Tokayev, the interim president, has a strong diplomatic
record dating back to the Soviet period and has twice
been foreign minister. This should go some way to reas-
suring Kazakhstan’s major partners including China, the
European Union, Russia and the United States that the
move will not threaten key relationships. Tokayev “is a
safe pair of hands, he is a loyal presidential lieutenant,”
said Kate Mallinson, a Russia and Eurasia expert at the
London-based Chatham House think-tank.

Kazakhstan-based analyst Dosym Satpayev described
Tokayev as a “heavyweight” but said he lacked popular
appeal. As for Kazakh society’s reaction to Dariga
Nazarbayeva, it “would be mixed to say the least,”
Satpayev said. “A candidate from the family would be
controversial and Dariga does not speak the state lan-
guage, Kazakh, as well as her father,” he said.

Satpayev also pointed to another Nazarbayev relative
- nephew Samat Abish, a high-ranking security official

who rarely appears in public - as a potential contender
from inside the family circle. “This would be something
like a Putin scenario, wherein a connected figure appears
from the shadows at the last moment,” Satpayev said,
referring to Russian President Vladimir Putin’s sudden

emergence following Boris Yeltsin’s sudden retirement in
1999. The new leader will need to tackle growing discon-
tent over falling living standards after Kazakhstan’s econ-
omy was hit by the 2014 drop in oil prices and western
sanctions against Russia, a key trading partner. — AFP 
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ASTANA: Kazakhstan’s Senate chairman Kassym-Jomart Tokayev takes the oath as Kazakh interim president dur-
ing a ceremony yesterday. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: In a decade and a half  in power,
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has often
turned to oratory skills that are the envy of his foes
to rouse supporters with speeches, poems and sto-
ries. Now the Turkish leader is picking up the micro-
phone to sing, complete with hand gestures, to rally
supporters of his ruling AKP party for March 31 local
elections. Music has always been a powerful tool in
Turkish politics, but with Erdogan and his Justice and
Development Party (AKP), it has now become one
more way to galvanize his support base before a
potentially tricky vote. 

With Turkey in recession and inflation in double
digits, the AKP is turning up the nationalist rhetoric
to try to win over voters hurt by high living costs. “I
get goose bumps when I listen to the songs every
day,” said I lknur Can, at  an Erdogan ral ly in
Istanbul’s Kasimpasa district, where the president
grew up. “I really understand, through this music,
what patriotism is,” she added. Erdogan’s critics say
he has eroded rights by cracking down on dissent at
home. But for supporters, his electoral style taps into
their image of Erdogan as the strong leader Turkey
needs who speaks for them. In this month’s municipal
elections, the AKP will likely remain the largest party
even if some experts say it could win by a smaller
percentage of the vote.

Music is everywhere in Turkey, blaring out in
taxis, shops and restaurants. Political events also
have regular, and often extremely loud music. The
Turkish leader has deployed theme songs played on
speakers at rallies in past elections, which have kept
him in power since 2003. But in the upcoming polls,
it is Erdogan himself who is singing at almost every
rally. “Nereden nereye geldi Turkiye” (“From where
Turkey came to where we are now”) Erdogan
crooned from the stage at a recent event. The song
repeats a line from his election campaign tune about
how far Turkey has developed under his rule. 

“He already has an organic connection with his
grassroots, but these songs are a new strategy to
widen support,” associate professor Dogan Gurpinar,
of Istanbul Technical University, said. Political events
have also been the subject of songs. After a failed
2016 coup against Erdogan, one song had the lyrics:
“Democracy took a blow and the nation was puz-
zled... the commander-in-chief gave the order: Take
to the squares.” That was a reference to Erdogan’s

call during the coup attempt for loyalists to take to
the streets.

Another song entit led “Dombra” chants the
president’s name, drawing cheers from party faith-
ful . “I  am over the moon whenever I  l is ten to
Nereden Nereye,” said supporter Ayse Duru, as
she sang along to Erdogan’s recent campaign song.
The composer of Erdogan’s latest campaign tune
and performer of it when the president himself isn’t
singing it is Turkish pop singer Altan Cetin. “It was
not hard for me to write (the AKP song) and put it
into a project. Believe me, it can sometimes be even
more difficult to do a pop song,” he told AFP in his
studio in Istanbul. Cetin said that it took almost a
month to finish. “Our president uses every instru-
ment of politics very successfully and very profes-
sionally,” he said. 

In Europe, it is rare for a candidate to sing at
election rallies. But in the United States, former
president Barack Obama sometimes sang on the
campaign trail, and in 1992, Bill Clinton famously
played the saxophone before an audience - helping
to cement his popularity with young voters. The late
Venezuelan president Hugo Chavez also often broke
into song at rallies and speeches, rousing supporters
with the national anthem or folksongs. Cetin said
that music was “like a glue” for people that “brings
them closer”. “Music is about synchronization. It
creates a sincerity, a unity and a power with every-
one who feels it.”

Cetin said that he wrote what he had “l ived
through” in Turkey, saying he was happy to see the
country’s leader singing his music. “A president
accompanying a song with a microphone in his hand
in a rally is a source of pride for the song’s compos-
er,” he said. Gurpinar, of the Istanbul Technical
University, said that music was the most direct way
to reach people. “Turkey is a country that looks for
tools to reach out to the masses more easily com-
pared to other Western states,” he said.

Compared to the AKP, the opposition Republican
People’s Party (CHP) often struggles to establish sim-
ilar bonds with its old school, left-leaning, protest
song repertoire, Gurpinar said. However the CHP is
now also trying to attract more voters with modern
songs - one is a rap tune by two young amateur
musicians. “It can have power only when the music
and candidate merge,” CHP’s Istanbul candidate
Ekrem Imamoglu told AFP when asked about music’s
role. But he said that positive expressions like music
should replace heated rhetoric. “I wish we would see
and feel such nice things in politics,” he said. “We are
happy with our songs. Honestly, I didn’t listen to the
others.” — AFP 
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