
NEWARK: Brett Connolly had a goal and an assist,
and the Washington Capitals defeated the New Jersey
Devils 4-1 on Tuesday night in Newark, N.J., to move
into sole possession of first place in the Metropolitan
Division. Andre Burakovsky, Evgeny Kuznetsov and
Tom Wilson also scored for Washington. Nicklas
Backstrom collected his 50th assist of the season, and
Pheonix Copley made 20 saves. Kenny Agostino
scored, and Mackenzie Blackwood made 18 saves for
the Devils, who have lost two straight.

BLUES 7, OILERS 2
Jaden Schwartz capped his hat trick with a power-

play goal at 18:48 of the third period as St. Louis
defeated visiting Edmonton. David Perron added two
goals and an assist, and Alex Pietrangelo and Pat
Maroon also scored for the Blues. Jordan Binnington
made 15 saves to improve to 14-3-0 in his past 17 starts.
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Zack Kassian scored for the
Oilers. Mikko Koskinen stopped 17 of 20 shots before
being pulled 5:42 into the second period after the Blues
took a three-goal lead. Connor McDavid failed to tally a
point, ending his 12-game scoring streak.

FLAMES 4, BLUE JACKETS 2
Michael Frolik scored the winning goal in a two-

point night, and David Rittich was sensational while
making 31 saves as host Calgary defeated Columbus.
The Flames moved three points ahead of the San Jose
Sharks for top spot in the Pacific Division and the
Western Conference. While Rittich had incredible for-
tune on his side with the Blue Jackets ringing four
pucks off iron, he was outstanding all game, including a
one-sided third period in which he stopped 11 shots.
Andrew Mangiapane, Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew
Tkachuk added goals for Calgary, which has won four
of its past five games. Zach Werenski and Oliver
Bjorkstrand scored for the Blue Jackets.

STARS 4, PANTHERS 2
Alexander Radulov scored two goals, including the

winner with 9:28 to play in the third period, and Tyler
Seguin had four assists to lift host Dallas to a victory
over Florida. Dallas is now four points ahead of idle
Arizona for the first wild-card spot in the Western
Conference. Florida lost its second straight and is now
4-2-0 in its past six games. Jamie Benn and John
Klingberg collected the Stars’ other goals. Aleksander
Barkov tallied twice for the Panthers.

AVALANCHE 3, WILD 1
Philipp Grubauer made 36 saves, Tyson Barrie,

Tyson Jost and Ian Cole scored, and Colorado won at
Saint Paul, Minn. The Avalanche won their second in a
row to tighten the Western Conference wild-card race.
Colorado moved within a point of the Wild and within
two points of Arizona. The Coyotes currently hold the
second wild-card spot. Zach Parise had a goal, and
Devan Dubnyk stopped 35 shots for Minnesota. The
Wild have lost two in a row, and they fell to 2-7-3 in
their past 12 home games.

PREDATORS 3, MAPLE LEAFS 0
Brian Boyle, Wayne Simmonds and Filip Forsberg

scored goals, Pekka Rinne stopped 22 shots, and
Nashville defeated visiting Toronto. Rinne has four
shutouts this season, and the past two have been
against the Maple Leafs. He has 55 career shutouts.
Ryan Johansen had two assists for the Predators, who
managed only 20 shots on goal but won their third in a
row. Frederik Andersen finished with 17 saves for the
Maple Leafs.

BRUINS 5, ISLANDERS 0
Sean Kuraly scored two goals in a regular-season game

for the first time in his career, and Tuukka Rask stopped all
13 shots he faced as Boston cruised to a win at Uniondale,

NY. The Bruins have won two straight following a three-
game losing streak. Boston allowed 15 goals in the skid but
has given up just one goal in its last two games. Jake
DeBrusk, Patrice Bergeron and Noel Acciari also scored

for the Bruins. The Islanders lost for the second time in
three games (1-2-0). New York goalie Robin Lehner, who
played for the first time since sustaining what was believed
to be a concussion on March 5, made 34 saves. — Reuters

Gulf Bank sponsors 
BeInspired 2019 Mud
Run for third edition
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s muddiest and sandiest race
returns for its third edition, as part of the 2019
BeInspired Series. Held at Murouj Phase 3, partici-
pants have the choice of either a 5km mud run, or a
5km obstacle course. With 2 days to go before the
event, registration is filling up quickly. Secure your
spot and register now through the website:
https://www.events.pro-vision.com/

Kicking off at 8.00am, this year’s race will be held
at Al Murooj Phase 3 on the 23rd of March 2019.
Spectators of the second event of the BeInspired
Mud run will enjoy a larger viewing area, with fantas-
tic views of the race, allowing them to come down
and support the runners while relaxing at one of Al
Murooj’s numerous restaurants and cafes. 

Ahmad Al Amir, Assistant General Manager for
External Communications, Gulf Bank, said of the
series: “Last year’s edition of the Mud Run was a
resounding success, attracting over 450 participants.

We are delighted to be
sponsoring the 2019 Mud
Run and look forward to
cheering on this year’s
participants. The health
and wellness of the coun-
try is a cause close to the
Bank’s heart, and we are
committed to supporting
and promoting the impor-
tance of a healthy
lifestyle.” 

Ghada Hussein, CEO,
Inspire Sahara Health

Club added: “The BeInspired Mud Run is a fun and
challenging approach to fitness. A crowd favourite,
we are looking forward to this year’s edition, and
thank Gulf Bank for their continued support. We are

committed to spreading awareness of the importance
of a healthy lifestyle and look forward to continuing
to spread the message. We can’t wait to see everyone
on Saturday, and good luck to all participants!”

Launched in 2016, the BeInspired Series was cre-
ated by Inspire Pure Fitness, a truly unique fitness
experience, and has seen over 500 runners take place
in previous editions. Inspire offers a multitude of out-
door activities, including a triathlon club, swimming,
tennis rock climbing, and a tennis club for all ages.
Open in two locations, Inspire Gym is spreading
awareness of the true definition of a healthy.

Promoting health and fitness is a key pillar of Gulf
Bank’s corporate social responsibility strategy.   For
more information about Gulf Bank’s corporate social
responsibility initiatives and activities, please log on
to www.e-gulfbank.com or visit its social media
channels.
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Capitals alone atop Metro, Kuraly 
scores twice as Bruins blank Isles

NEWARK:  Alex Ovechkin #8 of the Washington Capitals tries to keep the puck as Blake Coleman #20 of the New
Jersey Devils defends in the third period at Prudential Center on Tuesday in Newark, New Jersey. —AFP

New F1 grand prix
can tap into
Vietnam ‘passion’
for racing
HANOI: Formula One chief Jean Todt yesterday
hailed next year’s inaugural Vietnamese Grand
Prix in Hanoi as a great opportunity to open doors
for people with “a passion” for motorsport in
Southeast Asia.

The communist Vietnamese capital will get its
first taste of the high-octane glitz and glamour of
Formula One when it hosts its first grand prix from
April next year as the sport bids to tap into new
markets in the region.

Todt said he hoped Vietnamese fans seeing the
likes of five-time world champion Lewis Hamilton
and Sebastian Vettel battling wheel-to-wheel on
the streets of Hanoi would lead to an explosion of
in interest in racing of all kinds in football-mad
Vietnam. 

“It’s... fantastic for the development of the
motorsport in Vietnam and in the region,” Todt,
who president of motorsport’s world governing
body the FIA, told reporters Wednesday at a
groundbreaking ceremony for the new street cir-
cuit in Hanoi.

“I really hope that soon here will also be facili-
ties to host cart racing, drifting racing,” he added.
Todt hopes the event will breed a new generation
of Vietnamese drivers. “You have young people,
talented with a passion for motorsports, that’s why
I think it’s very important to involve very quickly a
new category of motorsport,” he said. 

The 5.6 kilometre (3.5 mile) street track will
incorporate existing and yet-to-be-built roads in
the My Dinh area of Hanoi near the national sports
stadium, about 13 kilometres from the city centre. 

Organisers said they decided against holding
the race in Hanoi’s historical Old Quarter because
of logistical challenges and steep costs. Hanoi has
bet big on the event’s popularity, signing a 10-
year multi-million-dollar deal with Formula One
last year reported in state media to be costing
Vietnam $60 million per year. 

Vietnam said it will not dip into government
coffers to pay for the event but instead has
secured full financial backing from the country’s
largest private conglomerate VinGroup. 

“F1 is always considered the king of all races...
we have designed a challenging street circuit
imprinted with Vietnamese identity and architec-
ture,” VinGroup deputy chairman Nguyen Viet
Quang said at the ceremony. 

Vietnam is hoping to emulate the popularity of
Singapore’s glittering night race and fill a void in
the region left after Malaysia pulled the plug on its
long-standing race in 2017 for cost reasons.

Malaysia’s government, who had bankrolled the
event since its inception at Sepang in 1999, said
they were no longer prepared to shell out $67
million a year. Hanoi will hope avoid the problems
that dogged Formula One’s ventures into South
Korea in 2010 and India in 2011.

The first Korean Grand Prix was staged at the
southern town of Yeongnam in 2010 under a deal
supposed to last until 2016. But the annual event
haemorrhaged money from the outset, with collat-
ed losses of around $170 million and the plug was
pulled in 2013. — AFP

Ponting backs
Khawaja to make
Australia’s World
Cup squad
MELBOURNE: In-form batsman Usman
Khawaja should be part of Australia’s World
Cup plans despite the imminent returns of
Steve Smith and David Warner, former captain
Ricky Ponting has said.

Khawaja struck 383 runs, including two
centuries, in Australia’s 3-2 series win over
India earlier this month and Ponting is of the
view that the left-hander opener had earned
his place at the World Cup. “I think we all saw
over the last few weeks just how skilful a play-
er Usman Khawaja is... and I think when you
see him play like that it just makes you wonder
why he doesn’t do it a bit more regularly,”
Ponting told reporters on Tuesday.

“I would be surprised if Khawaja wasn’t in
the (World Cup) squad. Khawaja could proba-
bly slot down at three when Warner comes in
and Steve Smith might bat at four or five or
something just to shore up those middle overs.”

Smith and Warner were suspended for their
roles in a ball-tampering scandal in South Africa
last year and are set to be reintegrated into the
team ahead of the May 30-July 14 World Cup in
England and Wales. Ponting, who led Australia
to World Cup glory in 2003 and 2007, said cur-
rent skipper Aaron Finch would continue to lead
the side at this year’s tournament but former
captain Smith could still be counted for advice.  

“(Smith) is still out on the field, so he can
help Aaron Finch out,” Ponting added. “I’d
imagine that Aaron Finch would be leaning on
Steve Smith a lot for a bit of advice, maybe
leading into the games, as far as preparation is
concerned.” —Reuters

Schwartz nets hat trick, Blues throttle Oilers

Ahmad Al Amir

Australia’s Zampa  
not counting on 
World Cup spot
MELBOURNE: The clamour in Australia to include
Adam Zampa in the Cricket World Cup squad has
reached fever pitch after his strong series in India
but  the legspinner feels  h is  p lace is  far  from
assured.

The 26-year-old from Shellharbour, New South
Wales, played a key role in the 3-2 series comeback
victory over Virat Kohli’s side, taking 11 wickets at
an average of 25.81 to outduel India’s spinners on
their own pitches and claim second on the wicket-
taking list behind seamer Pat Cummins.

It was a far cry from Zampa’s first tour of India in
2017 when hard-hitting India all-rounder Hardik
Pandya took to him with a gusto and declared he
could “hit a six off him anytime”.

“Throughout my short career I’ve found it can
change really quickly,” Zampa told reporters ahead
of Australia’s first training session in Sharjah ahead
of the ODI series against Pakistan.

“I started my career really well, but I’ve had some
ups and downs. “So (I’m) trying to build on the
momentum I have would be great-I know what it’s
like to be in and out of the team and be dropped
from the squad altogether.

“(I’m) just trying to make the most of my position
at the moment ... I guess taking it one series at a
time-it’s a bit of a clichÈ, but that’s how it is.”
Australia won the 2015 World Cup on home soil
without a specialist slow bowler but wrist-spinners
have become a must-have in 50-over cricket and
occupy half of the top-10 bowlers in the ICC world
rankings for the format.

Zampa, who relies less on sharp turn and drift
and more on attacking the stumps with deliveries
that skid off the pitch, bowled well in tandem with
offspinner Nathan Lyon in India.

The pair are expected to continue their dual spin
assault against Pakistan in the five matches in the
United Arab Emirates. The first match starts on
Friday in Sharjah. “We can’t bury our heads in the

sand and just say we’re going with fast bowlers
when spinners in world cricket, and in one-day
cricket in particular, are being very, very success-
ful,” selector Trevor Hohns said earlier this week.

Batting team mate Shaun Marsh felt Zampa had
improved “out of sight” in the leadup to the May
30-July 14 World Cup. “It’s just his control now, he’s
a bit more mature,” he said.

“He’s got a bit more of an understanding of what
he’s trying to do out there. “I thought he did a fan-
tastic job in all the games (in India) and he took
wickets at key times. He’s going to be a big part of
this team moving forward.” — Reuters

Adam Zampa


