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Russell rallies Nets past Kings
Capela, Harden fuel Rockets’ road win over Hawks

SACRAMENTO: Bogdan Bogdanovic #8 of the Sacramento Kings goes to the basket against the Brooklyn Nets on Tuesday at Golden 1 Center in Sacramento, California. — AFP

SACRAMENTO: Rondae Hollis-Jefferson
scored the winning layup with 0.8 seconds
remaining as the Brooklyn Nets overcame
a 25-point, fourth-quarter deficit to post a
stunning 123-121 victory over the host
Sacramento Kings on Tuesday night.
D’Angelo Russell scored 27 of his career-
high 44 points in the fourth quarter as the
Nets outscored the Kings 45-18 to
improve to 1-3 on a seven-game road trip.
Hollis-Jefferson scored 14 points on 6-of-7
shooting and drove through the lane to
convert the winning basket. Jarrett Allen
scored 13 points, and Spencer Dinwiddie
added 10 for Brooklyn. Marvin Bagley III
scored 28 points, and De’Aaron Fox had
27 points and nine assists for Sacramento.
Harrison Barnes scored 17 points, Nemanja
Bjelica had 14 points and 10 rebounds, and
Bogdan Bogdanovic added 10 points for
the Kings.

ROCKETS 121, HAWKS 105
Clint Capela posted his sixth straight

double-double with 26 points and 11
rebounds, and visiting Houston topped
Atlanta to extend its winning streak to
three games. James Harden added 31
points, sinking 11 of 12 from the line, and
had 10 assists and eight rebounds. Danuel
House Jr. came off the bench to score 19,
including six 3-pointers. Chris Paul scored
13 and had 11 assists. Atlanta got 21 points
and 12 assists from Trae Young, plus 20
points and 10 rebounds from John Collins.
Taurean Prince added 16 points, and Vince
Carter hit five 3-pointers and scored 15.

WARRIORS 117, TIMBERWOLVES 107
Stephen Curry scored 22 of his 36

points in the third quarter, and Klay
Thompson added 28 points to lead Golden
State past Minnesota at Minneapolis.

Minnesota trailed 59-47 entering the third
quarter before going on a 14-2 run, tying
the game at 61-all. That’s when Curry took
over, scoring eight points in a 94-second
span as the Warriors wrested control of
the game. Karl-Anthony Towns scored 26
points and grabbed 21 rebounds for the
Timberwolves, who saw their six-game
home win streak end.

BUCKS 115, LAKERS 101
Khris Middleton matched his season

high with 30 points and grabbed 10
rebounds, and Milwaukee padded its lead
atop the Eastern Conference with a win
over visiting Los Angeles. Playing without
Giannis Antetokounmpo (ankle) and
Malcolm Brogdon (foot), the Bucks extend-
ed their lead over the second-place
Toronto Raptors to three games with 11 left
for both teams. Brook Lopez matched his

season high with 28 points, and Nikola
Mirotic scored 23 while starting in place of
Brogdon. Kentavious Caldwell-Pope shot
8-for-14 from 3-point range and scored a
season-high 35 points off the bench for
Los Angeles. The Lakers, who played with-
out leading scorer LeBron James (groin),
lost their fourth straight game and ninth in
the past 10.

76ERS 118, HORNETS 114
Ben Simmons scored 28 points, and JJ

Redick had 27 points, 10 rebounds and
eight assists as Philadelphia earned its fifth
straight victory, beating host Charlotte.
Tobias Harris hit three free throws in the
final 8.2 seconds, and the Hornets missed a
chance to tie the game when Jeremy Lamb
was off target on a drive in the lane with
two seconds remaining. Jimmy Butler
added 23 points for the Sixers, who com-

pleted a four-game season sweep of the
Hornets. Their five-game winning streak is
a season high. Charlotte has lost nine of its
past 12.

CLIPPERS 115, PACERS 109
Danilo Gallinari scored 24 points, and

Montrezl Harrell added 20 as host Los
Angeles improved its playoff prospects
with a win over Indiana. Rookie Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander added 17 points as the
Clippers moved into a tie with the Utah
Jazz for seventh place in the Western
Conference. The Clippers and Jazz are just
2 1/2 games out of third place in a crowded
Western Conference field. After scoring
just two points in the first half, Bojan
Bogdanovic finished with 19 as the Pacers
lost their third consecutive game, keeping
their playoff-clinching celebration on hold.
Tyreke Evans also scored 19. — Reuters

BERLIN: At least 21 athletes from eight nations
across five sports are suspected of blood-doping
linked to a German doctor who was arrested as part
of an Austria-Germany doping raid last month,
Munich’s state prosecutor Kai Graeber said yester-
day. Five athletes, including two Austrians, were ini-
tially arrested on Feb. 27 at the Nordic skiing world
championships in the Austrian resort of Seefeld.

The arrests were part of a joint operation with
German police targeting a suspected international
blood-doping ring believed to have been run out of
Germany. A doctor in the German city of Erfurt was

also arrested along with a total of five other suspect-
ed accomplices.

Graeber said the doping of the 21 athletes from
five sports-three winter and two summer-took place
from 2011.

“The timeframe (of doping) is from the end of
2011 to 2019 in Seefeld,” he told a news conference.

“There are three-figure cases of blood being tak-
en out and then being reintroduced worldwide. In
Germany, Austria, Italy, Sweden, Finland, Estonia,
Croatia, Slovenia and Hawaii.” No details on the
names of the athletes or their specific sports were
made available. The investigation is ongoing.

Since the arrests other Austrian athletes have
been implicated in blood doping. Earlier this
month cyclist Georg Preidler told police he had
attempted doping.

Cross-country skier Johannes Duerr, whose inter-
view with Germany’s ARD television in which he
admitted doping triggered the investigation and sub-
sequent raids, was arrested on March 5. — Reuters
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DHAKA: A FIFA official detained for allegedly defam-
ing the Bangladeshi prime minister has been freed, her
lawyer said yesterday, in a case closely watched by
football’s governing body and rights groups.

Mahfuza Akhter, a FIFA council member since 2017
and the national chief of women’s soccer, was arrested
Saturday after a local football organiser accused her of
making derogatory comments about Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

She was granted bail this week and released from
Dhaka central prison yesterday afternoon “after we
completed all legal formalities”, said her lawyer Liakat
Hossain. Mahfuza in a press conference last month crit-
icised Hasina for neglecting football in the cricket-mad

country. In an email to AFP, a FIFA spokesman this
week said the footballing body was “monitoring this
matter with concern”. The statement came a day after
rights group Amnesty International demanded
Mahfuza’s unconditional release, saying she “was mere-
ly exercising her to right to freedom of expression”.

If she is found guilty, Mahfuza could be sentenced to
a maximum two years in jail. The arrest of the FIFA offi-
cial marks the latest attack on freedom of expression in
Bangladesh, Amnesty said.

Rights groups have accused the Bangladeshi gov-
ernment of using harsh laws to stifle dissent. Scores of
people have been arrested under strict internet laws
and cases have been filed against at least 200 people
for making derogatory comments about Hasina online,
according to a cyber crime prosecutor.

Mahfuza’s arrest came months after Bangladesh
detained and charged award-winning photographer
Shahidul Alam with making “false” and “provocative”
statements in a televised interview in August.

He was jailed for 107 days-the photographer said he
was badly beaten while in custody-and denied bail four
times before being freed in November. — AFP
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