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Education Ministry to have limited power
in hiring expatriate teachers next year

Ministry needs 680 teachers, only allowed to hire up to 500
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: New job vacancies for expats that the Ministry of
Education (MoE) will hire for the
2019-2020 school year will be
restricted for teachers alone as
per the Civil Service
Commission’s (CSC) regulations,
well-informed educational
sources said. The CSC informed
the ministry that it will not
authorize the appointment of
expats in MoE unless they are
teachers, the source said, adding
that MoE needs 680 teachers,
but will only be allowed to hire
400 to 500. 

The sources said a hiring committee to be dispatched to
Palestine, Jordan and Tunisia has been formed and will leave
soon, which is considered late compared to previous years
when committees used to be dispatched in February. “This

delay will lead to delaying those teachers’ recruitment just like
what happened last year and will make the best teachers get
better contracts in other GCC states that usually start the

process much earlier,” the
sources warned. 

Cash flow
Well-informed sources said

that amendments to annex num-
ber 13 of Al-Debdebah solar
power project aim to improve
cash flows for the project con-
tractor. The sources added that
top amendments include pay-
ments to purchase 4-8 ( 16 in
some cases) per cent of the

materials in a way that allows the contractor to have enough
cash at hand and reduces bank interests. 

Energy Transition Index
Kuwait has jumped nine places to be ranked 87th world-

wide on the Energy Transition Index issued by the World
Economic Forum, comprising of 115 countries. Kuwait scored
49 percent in the index, which is a 4 percent improvement
compared to last year. Kuwait also scored 55 percent on the
system performance and 43 percent on readiness for transition
compared to 37 percent in 2018. 

The Energy Transition Index measures economies in two
ways. Firstly, each economy is assessed for its energy “system
performance”. This takes into account three criteria regarded
as critical for transitioning to the future, namely: Security and
access, environmental sustainability and economic growth and
development. The latter measures economic impact to house-
holds, industry and export revenues. It also depends on
assessing infrastructure, human resources and energy system
structures. 

Meanwhile, Qatar came first in GCC states as it was ranked
65th on the index, followed by UAE, which was ranked 67th.
Oman was 68th, while Bahrain came in at 92 and Saudi Arabia
98. Notably, Sweden, Switzerland, Norway, Finland, Denmark,
Austria, UK, France, Holland and Iceland were respectively
ranked as the top 10 countries on this year’s index. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: An Asian man was found dead at the
beach near Youm Al-Bahar Heritage Village in
Kuwait City. Preliminary investigations indicate
that the man drowned while swimming on the
beach and his body was washed ashore. The body
was recovered by the forensics department,
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) said in a
statement.

Separately, KFSD’s public relations department
said the prevention sector will stop receiving
transactions in all departments and service centers
today and tomorrow as part of KFSD’s strategy to
upgrade integrated electronic systems in order to
present the best services to the public. Patrons will
be welcomed on Sunday as usual.

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti woman died in a horrific accident on
Airport Road when her vehicle collided with a dump truck.
Police and paramedics rushed to the scene and pulled out
the citizen from her sedan. She was rushed to Adan
Hospital but died on arrival. The dump truck’s Syrian driver
was taken to the police station for questioning.

Firearm possession
Detectives arrested a girl in her twenties and found an

imported liquor bottle in her bag, which she claimed was
for her personal use. Detectives searched her car and
found a pistol in the trunk. She first said she did not know
the owner of the pistol, but later said a man in his 50s had
left it there. When questioned, the man denied her claims,
but the girl told police that there are messages in her
mobile phone proving that the pistol is his. The girl had
sent a message to the man asking him about pistol rounds.
Both were detained for further action with regards to the
possession of a firearm.

In a separate case, police are looking for a Kuwaiti,
thought to be a fireman, after he barged into the main

Kuwait Fire Service Directorate’s building and fought with
an officer on the sixth floor, where the office of the direc-
tor general is located. He then attempted to ram the build-
ing with his car, damaging several cars in the process.
After that, he hurled a brick on the outer glass facade and
damaged it. The suspect attempted to meet the director
general to tell him about a problem he faced, but when an
officer wanted to know what the problem was, the suspect
fought with him.

Cop, fireman fight
Police and firemen received a call about a blaze in a car

on Sixth Ring Road. On the way there, a collision took
place between a fire engine and a civil car driven by a
policeman. A police source said the policeman chased the
fire engine all the way to the burning car, then an argument
evolved to a fight and blows were exchanged. When a
policeman attempted to break up the fight, a fire officer hit
him on the head with a walkie-talkie, injuring him in the
process. Later, both men dropped charges and reconciled.

—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai
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KUWAIT: As many as 39,269 mines have been discov-
ered and removed from oil sites since the Iraqi invasion
in 1990, Minister of Oil, Electricity and Water Khaled Al-
Fadhel said.

In response to a question by MP Rakan Al-Nisf, Fadhel
explained that in November 2016 Singapore’s Explomo
Technical Services Company won a contract to clear
Kuwaiti oil sites from mines and unexploded ordnance,
adding that the company has completed nearly 32 per cent
of its work, the Middle East Monitor reported.

The Kuwaiti minister added that Kuwait Oil Company
regularly surveys its oil sites looking for foreign objects;
including mines, ammunition and explosives to ensure the
safety of its personnel and equipment. He added that there
have been no explosions in the Kuwaiti oil sites since the
Iraqi invasion.
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