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Ooredoo Kuwait concluded its sponsor-
ship of the international sensation;
Thriller - Live, a show celebrating the

music of The Jackson 5 and the solo work and
life of The King of Pop in a spectacular concert
created to celebrate the career of the world’s
greatest entertainer. The international sensation
has played 5000 shows to over 5 million fans in
over 30 countries. The six shows where staged
over four consecutive days at Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Cultural Center (JACC) in Kuwait City.
Along with its sponsorship of the show,
Ooredoo distributed special gifts and memora-
bilia and set up a special photo-booth for
guests to take photos. 

This sponsorship is in line with Ooredoo’s
role towards the community and the importance
of effectively taking part in international events
and activities catered to the savvy Kuwaiti
audience from all generations who appreciate
such events. JACC is considered a national land-
mark and our support with their activities stems
from Ooredoo’s strong belief in the partnership
between the private and public sectors, espe-
cially when it comes to events that unite all the
people of Kuwait, from different backgrounds. 

Commenting on this sponsorship, Mijbil

Alayoub, Senior Director of Corporate
Communications at Ooredoo Kuwait said: “We
are very pleased in our collaboration in such an
international show, which witnessed an immense
crowd of Michael’s fans from all across Kuwait.
We look forward to taking part in other events
that are yet to come with JACC”.

Othman Aljeeran, Head of Public Relations
Department at JACC added “We are proud to
have presented to our audience Thriller Live
show as part of our 2018/2019 cultural season
titled Bridging Cultures, which showcases a

number of artistic and musical shows as well as
fabulous performances by famous international
ensembles brought to you for the first time in
Kuwait including dance performances and
entertaining shows suitable for all age cate-
gories. We thank Ooredoo for sponsoring the
show and looking forward for more collabora-
tions in the future.”  

About Thriller
Now in its record breaking 10th year in

London’s West End, Thriller Live is a spectacu-
lar concert created to celebrate the career of
the world’s greatest entertainer. The internation-
al sensation has witnessed 5000 shows played
globally to over 5 million fan in over 30 coun-
tries. The show took the audience on an electri-
fying visual and audio journey through the mag-
ic of Michael’s 45 year musical history, the audi-
ence experienced over 2 hours of non-stop hits
by an exceptionally talented cast and band
including: I want you back, ABC, Can You Feel
It, Off The Wall, The Way You Make Me Feel,
Smooth Criminal, Beat It, Billie Jean, Dirty
Diana, Rock Wiith You, They Don’t Care About
Us, Dangerous, Thriller plus many more!

Ooredoo successfully concludes 
sponsorship of Thriller - LIVE 

Mijbil Alayoub

ADutch art detective dubbed the “Indiana
Jones of the Art World” has struck again,
finding a Picasso painting worth 25 mil-

lion euros stolen from a Saudi sheikh’s yacht on
the French Riviera in 1999. Arthur Brand said he
had handed back the 1938 masterpiece entitled
“Portrait of Dora Maar”, also known as “Buste
de Femme (Dora Maar)” to an insurance com-
pany earlier this month.

The discovery of the rare portrait of Maar,
one of Pablo Picasso’s most influential mistress-
es, is the culmination of a four-year investiga-
tion into the burglary on the luxury yacht Coral
Island, as she lay anchored in Antibes. Two

decades after its theft and with no clues to its
whereabouts, the French police were stumped
— and the portrait, which once hung in the
Spanish master’s home until his death in 1973,
was feared lost forever. But after a four-year
trail which led through the Dutch criminal
underworld, two intermediaries turned up on
Brand’s Amsterdam doorstep 10 days ago with
the missing picture.

“They had the Picasso, now valued at 25 mil-
lion euros wrapped in a sheet and black rubbish
bags with them,” Brand said. It was yet another
success for Brand, who hit the headlines last
year for returning a stolen 1,600-year-old
mosaic to Cyprus. He won world fame in 2015
after finding “Hitler’s Horses”, two bronze stat-
ues made by Nazi sculptor Joseph Thorak — a
discovery about which he had a book out earlier
this month.

Drugs and arms deals 
The theft of the Picasso, valued at around

seven million dollars at the time, baffled French
police, sent the super-rich scurrying to update
boat security and prompted the offer of a big
reward. In 2015, Brand first got wind that a
“Picasso stolen from a ship” was doing the

rounds in the Netherlands, although “at that
stage I didn’t know which one exactly.”

It turned out that the painting had entered
the criminal circuit, where it circled for many
years “often being used as collateral, popping
up in a drug deal here, four years later in an
arms deal there,” said. It took several years and
a few dead ends before pinning down that it
was actually the Picasso stolen from Saudi
Arabian billionaire Sheikh Abdul Mohsen
Abdulmalik Al-Sheikh’s yacht as the mega-
cruiser was being refurbished, Brand said.

Brand put out word on the street that he was
looking for “Buste de Femme (Dora Maar)” and
in early March he struck gold. “Two representa-
tives of a Dutch businessman contacted me,
saying their client had the painting. He was at
his wits’ end,” said Brand. “He thought the
Picasso was part of a legitimate deal. It turns
out the deal was legitimate — the method of
payment was not,” Brand laughed.

Brand called the Dutch and French police —
who had since closed the case — and who said
they would not prosecute the current owner.
“Since the original theft, the painting must
have changed hands at least 10 times,” said
Brand. Brand said he had to act quickly, other-
wise the painting may have disappeared back
into the underworld. “I told the intermediaries,
it’s now or never, because the painting is prob-
ably in a very bad state... We have to act as
soon as we can.”

‘Hung it on my wall’ 
Then, just over a week ago, Brand’s doorbell

rang at his modest apartment in Amsterdam, and
the intermediaries were there with the painting.
After unwrapping it, “I hung the Picasso on my
wall for a night, thereby making my apartment
one of the most expensive in Amsterdam for a
day,” Brand laughed.

The following day, a Picasso expert from
New York’s Pace Gallery flew in to verify its
authenticity at a high-security warehouse in
Amsterdam. Also present was retired British
detective Dick Ellis, founder of Scotland Yard’s
art and antiquities squad, representing an
unnamed insurance company. “There is no
doubt that this is the stolen Picasso,” Ellis, who
now runs a London-based art risk consultancy
business, told AFP. 

Ellis is famous for recovering many stolen
artworks including Edvard Munch’s “The
Scream”, lifted from the National Gallery of
Norway in 1994. “It’s not only the public interest
to recover stolen works of art,” he said. “You
are also reducing the amount of collateral that is
circling the black market and funds criminality.”
“Buste de Femme” is back in possession of the
insurance company, which now had to decide
the next steps, Brand and Ellis said. — AFP 

Britain’s Prince Charles unveiled a
statue of William Shakespeare in
Havana when he took to the streets

of old city Monday as part of the first visit
by the British royal family to communist-
run Cuba. Surrounded by a curious throng
of Cubans and foreign tourists, Charles
and his wife Camilla were given a guided
tour of Havana landmarks by Cuban histo-
rian Eusebio Leal. 

Wearing sunglasses in the Caribbean
sun, the heir to the British throne drew
applause when he unveiled the statue of
the 16th Century English playwright in the
Cuban capital’s Mercaderes street. The
royal couple visited a boxing gym as well
as a dance center run by Carlos Acosta —
recently named director of the Royal Ballet
in England’s second city, Birmingham.

The 70-year-old prince and his wife,
the Duchess of Cornwall — who added
Cuba to a tour of Caribbean states at the
request of the British government — were
later scheduled to be guests of honor at a
dinner hosted by President Miguel Diaz-

Canel. “It’s an honor for us to receive them
and to show them with pride the nation
that we are,” Diaz-Canel said on Twitter.
“The visit reflects the good state of our
relations,” he said.

The royal trip comes as US President
Donald Trump threatens to tighten sanc-
tions against Cuba, branding Havana part
of a “troika of tyranny” along with leftist
Latin American allies Venezuela and
Nicaragua. British governments have long
used royal visits as soft diplomacy and
Charles’ visit comes as British Prime
Minister Teresa May is seeking new over-
seas markets amid Brexit. Trade between
the two countries has fallen off sharply in
recent years, despite Cuba’s growth as a
destination for British tourists, shrinking to
$63.6 million in 2017 from $168.6 million in
2013. Britain sees opportunities in Cuba’s
booming tourism sector as well as energy.
Around 200,000 British holidaymakers
come to the island each year. — AFP 

Since the 1960s, a narrow little New
York shop has specialized in solving
the fashion crises of customers who

are desperate to find just the right but-
ton, a list that includes a US first lady, a
renowned academic and even Kermit the
Frog. Tender Buttons, housed in a 12.6-
foot-wide brownstone on Manhattan’s
Upper East Side, is stuffed to the ceiling
with a cornucopia of clothing fasteners.
For decades, it has been providing relief
to anyone who has lost an unusual but-
ton and needs to replace it.

“Each button has its charm, its quality,
its aesthetic,” said Millicent Safro, who
opened the store in the 1960s with her
friend Diane Epstein as an artistic jaunt
inspired by New York’s burgeoning pop
art scene. Safro runs the shop, named
after a book of poems by Gertrude Stein,
following Epstein’s death in 1998.
Decades later, the shop is stuffed to the
rafters with buttons, some dating back to
the 17th century, organized in multiple
floors of Safro’s slender townhouse.

“A woman bought a dress in Rome
and lost a button on the airplane. And we
had the button. It was a very proud
moment, Safro said. She steadfastly

maintains the store’s tradition of sharing
the often rich history of each button with
the customer in pursuit of it. “When you
came to buy a humble shirt button, you
got the entire history of that button,”
Safro said.

That includes the metal and faceted
glass buttons from 1890 that sell for
$225 each and that collectors describe
now as “Victorian jewels” but once
called the less-politically correct “Gay
90s,” Safro said. “It was a time when the
railroads were being built and everyone
was prospering,” she said, explaining
why the enormous, showy knobs
emerged as status symbols just before
the turn of the century.

In the 1890s, such a button may have
secured a cape. In the 1980s, they were
snapped up for couture wear by Chanel’s
newest creative director, a rising design-
er named Karl Lagerfeld, who died last
month, she said. The fashion visionary
who dressed former first lady Nancy
Reagan, the late James Galanos, also was
a customer. As was Harvard University
professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., who sat
down for a cold beer with then-President
Barack Obama in the Rose Garden of the

White House in 2009. When Kermit the
Frog needed to secure his raincoat for an
appearance on the U.S. children’s televi-
sion show “Sesame Street,” the Muppets’
clothing designer turned to Tender
Buttons for help.

Much of the store’s inventory is con-
temporary. But it also includes antiques
such as early American buttons made of
copper, tin and brass and engraved with
“Long Live the President - GW” to com-
memorate George Washington’s inaugu-
ration as the nation’s first president. The
buttons sell for up to $4,000 apiece.
Safro was unable to provide a figure for
the total number of buttons in the store.
A Columbia University professor did
manage to count them, but she said she
had forgotten the total.

This week, Fabio Malaver, 53, a
household butler, clutched a Mulberry
suit bag and scoured the wall displays
for an exact match to replace a long-lost
button. Asked if he had found what he
was looking for, he replied emphatically:
“Yes, yes!” — Reuters 

Stolen Picasso unearthed 
by ‘Indiana Jones of art’

This handout picture released on March 25, 2019
shows Dutch art detective Arthur Brand posing
with stolen Picasso painting “Buste de Femme
(Dora Maar)” on March 14, 2019 at his Amsterdam
home. — AFP 

Britain’s Prince Charles (2-L) and his wife
Camilla (L) unveil a sculpture of English poet,
playwright and actor William Shakespeare
along with Havana City Historian Eusebio
Leal, in Old Havana in the Cuban capital, on
March 25, 2019. — AFP  

‘Found it!’ New York City 
button shop saves the day

Prince Charles unveils 
Shakespeare statue in Havana


