
PARIS: Can British sport, which has benefited massively
from the opening of European borders, survive Brexit?
Experts say the uncertainty created by Britain’s probable
EU exit could undermine the multi-billion-dollar Premier
League and Formula One.

Since its inception in 1992, the Premier League has
become the richest football league in the world, a finan-
cial juggernaut fuelled by huge television contracts that
has attracted a global audience.

The analysts interviewed by AFP are cautious in their
assessment of Brexit’s impact, not least because the
entire political process hangs in the balance-but they all
point to factors that could reduce Britain’s attractiveness
to sports stars.

Big wages and an English-speaking environment have
attracted foreign players in their droves to the Premier
League-nearly 63 percent of the players registered in
October 2018 were non-British, according to the CIES
Football Observatory.

“Part of the Premier League’s brand proposition is
that it very diverse, very cosmopolitan and clearly you
have got many of the best players in the world,” Simon
Chadwick, professor of sports enterprise at Salford
University in northwest England, told AFP.

“In terms of fan engagement, there is something for
everyone in there. So anything as a country that we do to
challenge what exists already is potentially a major risk.”

The post-Brexit landscape will partly depend on the
extent of the immigration restrictions placed on foreign
sportsmen and women once Britain has left the EU. That
could potentially determine the willingness of stars like

Chelsea’s Belgian midfielder Eden Hazard and
Liverpool’s Egyptian forward Mohamed Salah to play in
England. The rapid development of the Premier League
came on the back of the 1995 Bosman ruling which freed
up players’ movement in Europe, unshackled them from
clubs and created the conditions of the current transfer
market.

Other factors played a role, not least English clubs’
five-year-long exile from Europe following the 1985 dis-
aster at the Heysel Stadium in Brussels when 39 people
were killed after Liverpool supporters attending the
European Cup final charged into the Juventus section
and a wall collapsed.

“English clubs built their financial power (before
Bosman),” Didier Primault, sports economist at the
Centre of Law and Economy of Sport in Limoges,
France, said. The horrors of Heysel were compounded by
the Hillsborough disaster four years later when 96
Liverpool fans were crushed to death during an FA Cup
semi-final against Nottingham Forest.

“With that as the background, the clubs had no
choice but to rebuild their stadiums, make them safer and
to develop and diversify their revenues,” Primault added.

Eventually, the increasingly attractive package caught
the attention of foreign investors. Russian magnate
Roman Abramovich snapped up Chelsea and spent
heavily to recruit foreign players, followed by Abu Dhabi
investors who bought Manchester City and delivered
their first league title for 44 years. Cross-town rivals
United are owned by the Glazer family from the United
States.

BROADCASTING LANDSCAPE CHANGING 
The huge expansion was assisted by enormous leaps

in the value of broadcasting contracts, especially from
Rupert Murdoch’s Sky. Premier League clubs are now on
a different level financially — 13 English clubs are among
the 30 generating the highest profits, according to a
report by Deloitte this year.

Can that pace be maintained? “Brexit has come at a

bad time for the Premier League,” Chadwick said, point-
ing out that Spain’s La Liga and the German Bundesliga
have made strides in recent years. “The competition is
catching up. The Premier League has always had ‘first
mover’ advantage - it has always got to those overseas
markets first, it has always got the TV deals first, and I
think a lot of these other leagues have become savvy and
are responding to it.”  — AFP

Lightning stun
Bruins, step closer 
to history
TAMPA BAY: Anthony Cirelli scored the game-winner
with 53 seconds left, Steven Stamkos tallied twice in a
four-point game, and the host Tampa Bay Lightning ral-
lied past the Boston Bruins 5-4 on Monday night. Cirelli
scored his 18th goal just as a late power play ended,
completing Tampa Bay’s third-period comeback from a
4-2 deficit in a battle between the Eastern Conference’s
top two teams. Victor Hedman had a goal and an assist,
and Nikita Kucherov also scored for the Lightning, who
have won 10 of 12 and improved to 20-4-0 against
Atlantic Division foes. The win was the 59th of the sea-
son for Tampa Bay, marking the fourth time a team has
reached that plateau in a single season. The Lightning
need three wins in their final five games to equal the
1995-96 Detroit Red Wings for the most in a single
season in NHL history.

MAPLE LEAFS 7, PANTHERS 5
John Tavares had his first career four-goal game to

reach a career-best 45 for the season as Toronto held
on to defeat visiting Florida. Zach Hyman added a goal
and two assists while Patrick Marleau and Jake Muzzin
also scored for the Maple Leafs. Mitch Marner added
three assists, and William Nylander had two. Frederik
Andersen made 31 saves for the Maple Leafs. Jayce
Hawryluk and Jonathan Huberdeau each scored twice
for the Panthers, and Michael Matheson added a goal.

STARS 5, JETS 2
Dallas erupted for three goals in a five-minute span

of the second period, powering a win at Winnipeg to
snap a two-game losing streak. The victory allowed the
Stars to increase their lead for the first wild-card in the
Western Conference to three points over the Colorado
Avalanche and five points over the Minnesota Wild and
Arizona Coyotes. Dallas has six games to play in the
regular season. Radek Faksa and Tyler Seguin each
produced two-goal games for the Stars, who also got a
tally from Esa Lindell. Kyle Connor and Patrik Laine
responded for the Jets.

PREDATORS 1, WILD 0
Ryan Johansen’s short-handed goal early in the first

period was all the offense Nashville could garner, but
also all that it needed in a victory at Saint Paul, Minn.
Predators goalie Juuse Saros made 29 saves for his
third shutout of the season. Nashville snapped a mod-
est two-game losing skid and clinched its fifth straight
playoff berth. The Predators are within two points of
division leading Winnipeg and two points ahead of
third-place St. Louis, though both teams have a game
at hand on Nashville.

BLUES 3, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 1
Zach Sanford had a goal and an assist, and Jordan

Binnington made 24 saves to lead St. Louis past visiting
Vegas for its fourth straight victory. Ryan O’Reilly and
Ivan Barbashev also scored goals for the Blues, who
improved to 26-9-4 since Jan. 1, the best record in the
Western Conference during that span. It was the fifth
straight victory for Binnington, who improved to 21-4-1
in his rookie season. The Blues also completed a three-
game sweep of the Golden Knights in their regular-
season series. William Karlsson scored a power-play
goal for Vegas.

DEVILS 3, SABRES 1
Pavel Zacha scored the go-ahead goal on the pow-

er play in the third period, and Cory Schneider made
a season-high 45 saves as New Jersey skated to a
victory over Buffalo in Newark, NJ. Blake Coleman
also scored with the man advantage, and Miles Wood
added an empty-net goal for the Devils, who have
won two in a row after losing 10 of their previous 12
(2-9-1). Schneider has turned aside 79 of 81 shots to
defeat Buffalo in both encounters this season. The 33-
year-old’s lone blemish came in unconventional fash-
ion, as Sam Reinhart scored from center ice in the
first period. 

PENGUINS 5, RANGERS 2
Matt Cullen scored the tiebreaking goal in the sec-

ond period, and rookie Teddy Blueger scored twice as
Pittsburgh scored five unanswered goals to win at New
York. The Penguins won their third consecutive game

and moved into a tie for second place in the
Metropolitan Division with the New York Islanders.
Justin Schultz also had two goals for Pittsburgh, and
Nick Bjugstad scored. Matt Murray made 33 saves and
improved to 6-0-0 lifetime against the Rangers in the
regular season. He also improved to 8-2-2 in his past 12
starts. New York got goals from Brendan Lemieux and
Vinni Lettieri.

KINGS 3, FLAMES 0
Derek Forbort’s first-minute goal held up as the win-

ner, as visiting Los Angeles rode a 42-save shutout by
Jack Campbell to a victory over Calgary. The Kings,
who sit last in the Western Conference and have long
since been eliminated from playoff contention, have
won three consecutive games. Jonny Brodzinski and
Tyler Toffoli scored for Los Angeles in the third period.
Calgary saw its three-game winning streak end in
inglorious fashion. The Flames lost an opportunity to
ensure having home-ice advantage in the first round of
the playoffs, but they remain atop the conference.

RED WINGS 3, SHARKS 2
Dylan Larkin scored in the opening minute, Jonathan

Bernier made 39 saves, and visiting Detroit defeated
slumping San Jose. Andreas Athanasiou and Christoffer
Ehn also scored for Detroit, which has won four of its
past five games. The Sharks have lost six straight for
the first time since March 2017. Evander Kane and
Tomas Hertl scored the goals for San Jose, which won
six consecutive games prior to the slide. Martin Jones
made 20 saves. — Reuters
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Brexit, a threat to Britain’s 
sporting hegemony?

EU exit could undermine the multi-billion-dollar Premier League and Formula One

Established 1961 

SILVERSTONE: In this file photo taken on July 08, 2018 Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen races during the British
Formula One Grand Prix at the Silverstone motor racing circuit in Silverstone, central England. The new Formula One sea-
son is under way but the action on the track is being overshadowed by concerns over the implications of Brexit, with so
many teams calling Britain home. — AFP

Will Brexit hurt 
the Premier
League?
LONDON: The Premier League is taking Europe
by storm this season but the dark clouds of Brexit
threaten the English top-flight’s long-held posi-
tion as the richest league in world football.

No deal has yet been agreed on the terms
under which the United Kingdom will leave the
European Union, leading to uncertainty among
British businesses.

Despite its international profile, the Premier
League is no different, particularly with so much
of its success across the globe based on its cos-
mopolitan collection of players, coaches and
owners. So what could Brexit mean for the
Premier League?

WEAK POUND 
The value of the British pound has plunged

since the referendum result in 2016, making
transfer fees paid to European competitors much
more expensive. Tottenham manager Mauricio
Pochettino referred to the weak pound as one of
the reasons his side failed to sign any players in
pre-season and compared the impacts of Brexit
to a car crash.

Football finance experts Deloitte also sig-
nalled the weakening of the pound as a contrib-
utory factor in Manchester United surrendering
top spot in its Football Money League and
falling behind Spanish giants Barcelona and
Real Madrid.

RESTRICTIONS ON FOREIGN TALENT
In backing the Remain campaign in 2016, the

Premier League’s former executive chairman
Richard Scudamore described leaving the EU as
“incongruous” to the league’s commitment to
openness. 

The global appeal of the competit ion
depends on recruiting the best players, no mat-
ter where they are from, and an end to free
movement for European players makes that a
more onerous task.

“The Premier League is essentially the hub for
a constellation of star brands,” Simon Chadwick,
professor of sports enterprise at Salford
University, told AFP.

“Therefore, any measures that are adopted to
restrict the inward flow of overseas talent could
ultimately diminish the Premier League’s market
positioning, thereby undermining its competitive
advantage.”

EU national players, including many who rep-
resent South American and African nations at
international level but hold EU passports, will
have to satisfy much stricter requirements to be
handed a work permit.

The current system for non-EU players takes
into account international appearances, the trans-
fer fee, proposed wages and recent playing histo-
ry to determine whether they receive a Governing
Body Endorsement (GBE) from the Football
Association.

Were these restrictions applied across the
board, marquee signings would not be stopped.
However, in the ever more competitive transfer
market British clubs could be robbed of the
opportunity to find hidden gems at the lower end
of the market.

Chelsea’s N’Golo Kante and Manchester City’s
record signing Riyad Mahrez, who were both
plucked from relative obscurity in France before
winning the Premier League for Leicester City,
have been cited as players who would be unlikely
to receive a work permit. — AFP

NEWARK:  Jeff Skinner #53 of the Buffalo Sabres skates with the puck during the third period against Drew Stafford #18
and Damon Severson #28 of the New Jersey Devils at Prudential Center on Monday in Newark, New Jersey. —AFP

Mick Schumacher 
to test Ferrari 
F1 car in Bahrain
PARIS: Mick Schumacher, son of seven-time
world champion Michael, will make his
Formula 1 test debut with Ferrari in Bahrain
on April 2, the Italian team announced yes-
terday. Schumacher will then take the wheel
of Alfa Romeo’s vehicle the next day.

“I am really looking forward to what I’m
sure will be a great experience,” said
Schumacher. The 20-year-old will also make
his Formula Two debut this weekend in
Bahrain after being crowned Formula Three
champion last year with Prema, an Italian
team allied with the Ferrari Drivers Academy

with whom he joined in January.
“I am consciously putting all thoughts of

the test to one side, because I am also very
much looking forward to competing in my
first  F2 race,” he added. Michael
Schumacher has not been seen in public
since suffering head injuries during a acci-
dent on December 29, 2013 while skiing
with Mick and his condition is a secret
closely guarded by his family.

The 50-year-old left a huge legacy at
Ferrari, winning five of his seven F1 world
championships the Italian team. His son
was selected for testing alongside Briton
Callum Ilott, who will also test for Alfa
Romeo in Spain on May 14-15.

“Mick and Callum are drivers on the way
up,” Ferrari team boss Mattia Binotto said.
“I believe that driving in an official setting
such as the tests in Bahrain and Barcelona
can be very useful at this stage of their
careers.” — AFP Mick Schumacher


